Elections 1979
Going for Broke

At the conference in 1978 the suggestion was made that

the party should target getting 50 candidates for the
general election due the following year. 50 was the threshold to be entitled to
a party election broadcast on TV and radio.

There were only 3 television channels, and election broadcasts were
transmitted simultaneously on all three channels, ensuring a maximum
audience (incidentally creating a surge in power demand as most of the nation
went out to the kitchen and put the kettle on).

There was much debate about the merits of going for such a target, the costs
would be very high (over £40,000 in likely lost deposits in today’s values).

In the event the decision was taken to try and go for it.

The full Manifesto for a Sustainable Society had amanleSto
been revised and updated the previous year and ol e sociaty
was available in a 127 page booklet form.
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From this a 20 page election = cology par"ty
I manifesto was derived entitled &

“The Real Alternative”

Alternative

It started with an overview, and then talked about the Crisis
in our Economy and the Crisis in our Society before moving
on to outline specific policy proposals - in each area defining
the problem and then outlining Eco policies to address the
problem.

Membership had been steadily rising, 373 by March 1978 — even so finding 50
members prepared to stand up in a general election would be a stretch.

The election was called by James Callaghan, Harold Wilson’s successor as
Labour Prime Minister, for 3" May, 5 months earlier than strictly necessary.



General Election 3" May 1979
The glorious Fifty Three

Candidate recruitment went into overdrive, there were last minute hiccups

(not least Teddy Goldsmith suddenly becoming unavailable) but in the
event the magic number was reached.

Candidates produced their own leaflets, often using a shared template.

-
"YOUR CANDIDATE — 1 DAV'D Vote M PETTITT X ‘...
i mAsnAHAMS
You canditae PETER |- ] S Scolopy Darty
' ‘.‘} FRINGS FLECTION COMMUNCATION - L FO'IObeY )
_'__ Oiw ot :
g " Ecology Party {
‘ ¥ LY Candidate for Four Ecoiogy Pariy Candidat
Exeter ECOLOGY PARTY l
[ === ecology party ‘
Wi A REAL ALTERNATIVE | o e
ecdugyﬁpart:y S =
A REAL ALTERNATIVE

JOHN INGHAM

ecdogx party

YoTE [INGHAM X . 458

GEOFFRAEY GARBETY
YOUR
B ECOLOGY PARTY
CANDIDATE

1 1 T

VOTE

a

ECOLOGY
JACKY DEMPSEY




South-West Launch, Bath — some photos
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Jonathon Porritt got a 2.8% share in St.Marylebone — one of the smallest constituencies in
the country. Guy Woodford also achieved 2.8%, followed by John Ingham in Bristol West
with 2.7%

Over a million leaflets were distributed and the TV and Radio broadcasts generated much
interest with over 4000 enquiries and a resulting surge in membership.

Press and news coverage was generally felt to be good with well attended press
conferences. The London candidates staged a demonstration against the use of lead in
petrol (lead was subsequently phased out) attracting much coverage.

A month later we went to the polls again for the first direct election to the European
Assembly (still the EEC, and not yet a parliament).

1979 First Euro Election — 7t" June

A little over a month after the General Election, the first ever direct elections to the
European Assembly were held. The election was run on a ‘first-past-the-post’ basis with

single member super-constituencies consisting of clusters of about 6 parliamentary
constituencies.

With resources depleted and little enthusiasm for the EEC, the Ecology Party only put up
candidates in three constituencies.
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Benfield attracted much publicity with
stunts like touring the constituency in a hot-air balloon.




