
 

A new name, a new manifesto 
 

After the 1974 elections Michael Benfield admitted that the name PEOPLE didn’t 
seem to have connected well with people and they didn’t understand what the 
party stood for.  
Various options for a new name were considered in the run-up to the 1975 
Conference – in the end one choice emerged a clear leader – The Ecology Party. 
Conference was held again in Coventry. The party had been at a low ebb after 
the October’74 election, this was an opportunity to regroup and for new 
activists to come to the fore. 

Peter Allen, one of those who had been 
critical of the 1974 manifesto, drafted a 
new “Manifesto for a Sustainable Society” 
which was debated and accepted by 
conference. 

With the new name there were also 
new faces on the NEC, with the 
Whittakers retiring to try self-
sufficiency in Devon and Jonathan 
Tyler joining. 
At this stage they still eschewed a 
formal constitution and strongly 
rejected centralisation and leaders. 
 
 



Elections 1975-78 
Local and bye-Elections, and a referendum 

 

Euro referendum 1975 – so what? 
The UK joined the European Economic Community in 1973.  
The Labour held a referendum on 31st May 1975 to ask 
whether the UK should remain a member. 
PEOPLE/Ecology Party position, in common with other 
embryonic green parties across Europe, was clear. We 
wanted close ties with our neighbours, but the EEC was not 
an appropriate vehicle, being essentially designed to 
promote unsustainable growth.  
Therefore, we should vote to leave. 
Locals 1976 – first councillor 

So far as we know no PEOPLE candidates stood in 
the 1975 local elections, but in 1976 a total of six 
Ecology Party candidates stood with much better 
results than in 1974. John Luck was elected to 
Rother District Council as our first councillor. 
As a result the NEC decided that strategically the 
party should focus on local elections – and then 
promptly decided to put resources into a 
parliamentary by-election.  

Walsall North 1976 – not such a good idea 
Sitting MP John Stonehouse had resigned in disgrace but despite a lot of effort the 
result for Ecology was dismal – 181 votes. In the melee around Stonehouse little 
publicity was obtained. The party didn’t contest another bye-election until 1979. 
Locals 1977 – a county councillor 
In the 1977 local elections progress resumed. 21 candidates stood with Jeremy Faull 
getting onto Cornwall County Council when his opponent dropped out saying that he 
could not fault Jeremy’s manifesto! Elsewhere results over 10% were achieved in 
several wards. 
Locals 1978 – progress continues, but slowly 
By 1978 membership was starting to grow, confidence was building. However only 17 
candidates came forward, with mixed results. In Bath 16% was reached in both wards, 
Leeds ranged from 7.5% to 0.7% across 11 wards averaging 3.4% 



Ecology Party literature 
From the 1970s 

 

 
 

 



Newsletters 
Keeping in touch with no internet 

 

Before email and the internet the only way to keep in touch with 
members was by phone and post. 
Telephone trees were used to spread urgent news, and regular newsletters 
were mailed out to members. 
Initially these were home produced using a typewriter, stencil paper, and a 
duplicator machine. The quality and layout would be pretty basic. 
Occasionally the party would attempt to partner with a regular publication to 
carry the party news. In the very beginning a copy of Towards Survival was mailed out with 
the first PEOPLE newsletters. For a couple of issues The Ecologist carried party news. Later 
Good Earth was distributed with the newsletter. When EcoNews disappeared briefly in 1980, 
Green Line magazine started as an independent alternative. 

During 73 and 74 the newsletter was a 
simple duplicated sheet, occasionally 
using the letterhead paper for the front 
sheet. 
For the Ecology Party, Michael Benfield 
remained in charge of communications 
and newsletter editor. He moved the 
newsletter, now called Alliance reflecting 
a continuing push for movement building, 
to a litho printed format giving a much 
more professional feel.  

Attempts were made to sell this to non-members, 
and the party news only occupied a small amount 
of space. 
This lasted less than a year and then Alliance 
folded, and the newsletter switched to being part 
of Good Earth, another low cost special interest 
publication targeting the eco demographic.  
EP News and then EcoNews followed, stepping up 

the quality as circulation rose.  


