
First Election 
February 1974 

 

On Feb 7th 1974 Prime Minister Ted Heath called a snap 

election to be held on February 28th. 

Facing rampant inflation 

(well over 10%), mass 

strikes, and a Government 

imposed 3 day working 

week to save energy for 

essential services the issue 

was “Who Runs Britain?” – the establishment or 

the unions. 

PEOPLE was barely in a position to mount 

a campaign, but the decision was taken to 

put up as many candidates as possible. 

In the event 6 managed to stand, each 

paying a deposit of £150 – equivalent to 

around £1,660 in 2018. The threshold for 

the deposit was 12.5% of the vote.  

For a party with fewer than 200 members 

and no financial backing finding the 

equivalent of £10,000 just to stand was a challenge. 

Teddy agreed to be a candidate, having just finally 

handed over the MS contact boxes to Lesley with some 

relief. Effectively Movement for Survival and PEOPLE had 

merged. 

There was no manifesto ready, although the Blueprint for 

Survival stood as a proxy. The Ecologist published a 

trenchant editorial, written by Teddy, all 2000+ words of 

which he reproduced as his election address. 

 

The other leaflets were barely less wordy…  



Word, words and more words 
Election communications February 1974 

No to deserts in Suffolk! 
With an eye for publicity Teddy 
tapped his old travelling 
companion James Aspinal to 
borrow a camel from his zoo.  
He recruited a bunch of local long-
hairs to dress as Arabs and toured 
the constituency proclaiming “No 
Deserts in Suffolk” - warning of the 
encroaching desertification of 

agricultural land if ecological 
concerns were not addressed 
 – he garnered much publicity and 
lost his deposit in style.  
 

PEOPLE Results 
Coventry North East A. Pickard 1332 2.79%    

Coventry North West Lesley Whittaker 1550 3.95%    

Eye Edward (Teddy) Goldsmith 253 0.73%    

Hornchurch Ben Percy-Davis 609 1.28%    

Leeds North East Clive Lord 300 0.69%    

Liverpool West Derby D. Pascoe 388 0.94%    

In the event Ted Heath unexpectedly lost his majority 
and Harold Wilson formed a minority government. 

People had a few months to get its act together 
 



A Breathing Space 
Summer 1974 

 

A minority Labour Government was bound to call another election as soon as 
it felt that it could win a mandate to govern. 

PEOPLE managed to hold a successful 
Conference in June in Coventry.  
Seventy members attended and adopted a 
Manifesto. This was originally supposed to 
have been written by Teddy Goldsmith, but he 
disappeared to Italy, and no draft was 
forthcoming. 

It fell to Lesley Whittaker to pull the whole thing 
together in time for conference, very largely based 
on the text of Blueprint for Survival. 

The title of the 
manifesto was 
“A Manifesto for Survival” and the text was 
circulated to all members. 
Over 150 amendments were debated at 
conference before it was formally adopted. 

 
 



Doing It All Again 
October 1974 

 

With the mood of the country swinging in his favour, Harold Wilson felt the 
time was right in September. The election was called for 10th October. 

 

 

 

New leaflets and information sheets were prepared. 

The Ecologist again published a favourable editorial by 
Paul Carline discussing the manifesto. 

However only three PEOPLE candidates managed to 
stand, together with two “PEOPLE & Agrarian” 
associated candidates in Essex. 

 

In the event the 
results seem 
disappointing with 
only Ben Percy-Davis holding his vote share, and Leeds East doing slightly 
better than Leeds North East earlier in the year. The total of 1996 votes was 
less than half the total in February. 


