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Forward to next May: TAKE

AREA CONFERENCE
report

YOUR SEATS

The latest South-West Area Conference in Exeter on June 16th was an interesting and
worthwhile day, although the mumber attending was less than usual. The conference
theme was elections - looking back to recent experiences in local and uro-elections
and forvard to the County Council elections of May 1985 and beyond,

The local elections this May in ;laces like Exeter and Bristol were discussed in
depth, Bristol had a full slate of 23 candidates but the results were on the whole
disappointing. Many people at the conference felt it was better at present to select

a few promising wards to contest and put all efforts into a good campaipgn there. Never-

theless it was agreed that Bristol's effort was 'a masterpiece of election . lanning',

and they seem keen to contest all the Avon seats in next May's County elections,

The 'lake your Seats' idea , where we symbolically claim the number of Council seats
due to us on a proportional basis, had a lot of support and is likely to be taken up
in Devon and Avon. It is anticipated that there will be about 30 Eco candidates in

Devon (out of a maximum 90), and that a common Devon County Manifesto will be produced.

Un one point everyone was agreed: electioneering is a year-round activity - not just

a three veek one., Next May's election campaign starts NOW. e needi to combine profess-

ionalism with long=-term planning and seizing opportunities.

'he Euro-election count had not takenm
place at the time of the conference

S0 a proper discussion of this camp~

aign was not possible. However Bristol

: 'Alternative
nomination campaign' and mock ballot

(see page 2). g

After the usual fine lunch, Gundula Dorey

arrived to desribe the 'Other Economic

described their successful

Sumnit' which had happened in Londan

a week earlier, Already next years TOES

is being planned.

NEXT SW AuEA COTFERENCE
R e S

THE NEXT ARSA CONFERENCH WILL B2 ON
SATURDAY OCTOBi&k 20th AT 10,302.m, AT
EXEDPZR UNIVERSITY.

The agenda will include a discussion on
'"Women and the zZcology Party' (postponed
from last conferencegyand workshops on
irdterviewing, the media, etc. Agenda items
to Steve Shaw or Anna Pawlyn.

COPY-DATE for next SW HECOLLIS is bept. 30th
for publication on October 20th at Area
Conference (copies to be colledted).

*
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PLPER CHRISTTE GIETS WNHAGLY 7000 VOTES I LEVON BURO-ELECTION

Those Bco people who went to

S “;’u‘.‘ v n"u"h"n"n"n"- S

‘fotnes for the counting of the votes in the Devon

Buro-elections on Sunday 17th June had good reason to feel pleased with themselves,
First, Peter Christic obtained the creditable vote of 6919 (o® 3.4%) of the poll,

Later we heard the zood news that our sister Greens in Germany, Delgiun and Holland

had gained a total of 11 seats. In fact Die Grunen acheived the spectacularly

successful vote of 3% and will have 7 Burc MPs,

There is no doubt that Pater's vote
zood one, Por the first time since

those heady days of 1979 I came out of

was a

an election count having seen rore Ico
votes than I expected. Of course, we
were lucky to have an excellent candidate
~ Peter gave better than he zot in the
public debates. But I do think that we

have seen a change in voter attitudes.

The conventional partics have been trying

to win the Green Vote in this election
as never before, “Yhcy have been picking
up nessages that ordinaxry people are at
last beginning to concern themselves
with Green Issues.

This election can I believe be a
wattershed for the Becology Party. We must
usc the Duropean results as a launching
pad for better things. To do so we rust
worh hard and to use two of the thenes
which energed from the recent area conf-
erence: professionalism and seizing
opportunitics,

ROGER GILES

A FIISSAGE FROMD oy

ORISTOL .. (HE ALTINATIVE

In Bristol we dccided not to contest the
Buro=election ~ long tine ago. In the
end though we pulled oif quite a big
nedia splash by carrying out an alter-
native idea circulated nationally. This
involved obtaining 600 signaturcs on a
riock nomination/petition calling for the
scrapping of election deposits (£600 in
this case) and replacement by far more
nonination signaturcs.

We did not quite make it - 586 names -
in the ten days between the end of the
local elections and close of Buro nomin-
ations. Nevertheless there followed
press coverage (some large pieces) and
radioc interviews,

On iuro-polling day we had a mock ballot
using proportional rcpresentation (SIV)
outside some polling stations, Our res-
ults gave the Alliance a narrow win
over Labour on first prefercnces with
Eco gaining 18%. As & result we gained
valuable data on the oxigin of oux
second preferences and were able to
predict a Labour furo win in Bristol
under Pid,

.‘Both local radio stations and HTV rep-

orted our ballot and we got a front page

picture in a local papcrs

Relatively speaking, an unprecedented

success on the publicity front., This is

the kind of visibility we need adl year,
CIRIS HUSE

it CHRISTIE

I would like to#thank 211 those dedicated folders and addressers and deliverers who

put in so ruch effort - it really heartened me to go round Devon and S0 many people

working together - there rust have been over 100 of you.. iy bigigest thanks go to

ny agent .loger 'memo a ninute!

page' Giles = the latter loger's work was

local newspapcrs got vitriolic calls from

amount of coverage we were getting!

Thank you all again and

Joanes and

see you in 1989 I

the press agent ioger 'hold the front
so successful that at least 2 editors of

the Tories complaining about the large

hope!

PigtER CHAISTIE
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What do Grecns think of the Strike then? 4s so many Party Council neubers have
been asked this we spent sone tine at the last Party Council (July 78 ) talking
apout ite = : ;

Tt was generally fcli thet ncither side could be cndorsel and that both sices
were so busy fighting the class war along traditionzl lines that as usual they
were losing the long term perspective, People who don't ask the right questions
seldom come up with the right ansvers,

The undenoeratic way in which Scargill has manipulatel the union should be con--
domed by anyone who cares about denocracy, as should his failure to criticize
violence. 4 lot of the nolicing has been frighteningly nprovocative; bub TGoile
manifestly cbsurd to say thet there has been no unprovoked violencc on the nincrs
s5idec. The pence novenient has shown that even extranely provocative policing need
not lead to escalating violence,

liowever it is not just the violence on hoth sides that gives cause fow concern:
if anything even nore worrying arc the civil libertics questions raised by the
police hassling of mincrs away from the picket lines and the creation of a nat-
ionally <ircetol police force (still pnid for by financially shaky lccal nuthor-
Ls for as coal itself is concemed greens rust want to suce coal replaced as socn
a8 poesible by conscrvation and non-polluting rencwable cnergy sources. But nany
of the Coal Joard's unecononic pits arc only unccononic in conmparison with nuclear
pover when costed on a wholly mendacious basis and with imported coal, often
hishly subsidiscd at source. 4 pit closed nay be a pit lost for ever so we rust
be careful not to put any coal beyond recall, eopecially as coal will be scen to
be far nmore precious as North bBea 0il anc gas run oute

The conservation cruse is best served by making sure that we get oll the coal o
there is from existing pits in prcfcrence to openin: new ones. “his vill bec ex-
pensive but it is essential. If working out existing pits produces nore coal than

we need 2t present then at least conl nountains are cheaper to maintain than

butter nountains and don't go rancid.

Keeping pits open is also necessary to buffer pit communities vhile alternative
enployment in the arca is found. Thesc coirmnities prove well the green vicw that
no cormunity should rely on any noneclithic employers

lHeanwhile we should point out that, in the attempt to bring mincrs to their knees
nmuclcar povier stations are not being closcd for the routine scrviecing, even
though this endangscrs the workers in thene

200 Ay CHD
‘The cology Party is the one party that wholly endorscs all CiD's aims. fut we
have been consistently ignored by national CHD in its organising of rallies and
deiws. Jean Lonbert's presence on the platform of the anti--iteagan deno was the
result of a lot of prossurc on Cil) and she was unpleasantly ignored by the othier
speakers while they were waiting for the marchers, This a2ll due to the Labour
Party dominance of CND go we, as an affilicted group, are putting two resclutions
to the ncxt Ci conference: 1) to introduce our own 3-year rule for oifice hollers
and 2) to demand that where o rcprescntative of a political party is invited to
address a rally then a sinilar invitation should be extended to all parties which
supnort all of Ci's ains.
In order to prove that Zeco is stron; in the peace novenent we necd to nake surc
that our bonners-are norc proninent at the rallics, The next biz rally is at
Barrowe-on--fumess on Octobexr 27th,

ANNL PATLYN
NEW COUNCIL P HIIDED: /mna will be a full-time student in the Jutwm and con-
scouently will be standind down as Council xep at the next 84 conference. So we
need a nev rep. If you fancy having a go inna would be happy to discuss it with
you and describe what the joB entails. Since the last three reps have becn fron
wevon it would be guod to have someone fron the east of the area - inakes ghe
travelling to London for meetings casier too,
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L good idea from IAUPER EC0 — Green Pages, an altcmative dircetcry of Services.
The listings in Grecn Pages will includc businesses whose work/p: oduct is bene-
ficial to thc corpmnity as-a whole c.g. organic suppliers, bicycl e repairers,
acupuncturists, rmusic teachers, restoration and wepair work, presure groups
and. anyonc whose product, scxvice is ccologically sounds The cost of a listing in
Ixcter Green Pages will be 75p per inscrtion. Purther detaile fron dey Vail, 39
Guiness Lone, Ixcter BX4 2LP-Tel x. 215969,
In DOSIT a public mceting is being organised at Sherborne with g 38t speakcer
Tony Jonce {Beo publicity officer) for Thursday October 11th. In 1 sane county
the JAYIQUTH branch are still going strong. They contested onc scatl in the fiay
local elcections with the candidatc Geoff lunwicks obtaining o very ¢ 'espectable
99 votes (about 5 -- not bad for a first attempt. They are plamming on standing
in 3 or 4 wards in ncxt lay's County elections,
Charles Doyecott of TUIGL3TUGL (Devon) Eco is instigating o recycling schene.
The main difficulty, as olways, is raising sufficient noncy to get sta ybed and
despite appeals on local radio cte. about £200C is still necleds If vor think
you oy be able to help contect Charles ot JAsiwell House, Jshwell; Jiche pstcignton
devon tel 06267 3005,
PLYVIIOUTH 1CO have r»ecently been instrunental in setting up a 1o cal Compaizm
againet the Police 38ill, fellowing a-successful public nceting on the subj :ct
in May,
Hews of the WILTS snd SOILT.oEP Giilil GATLILMTING to be held at Stowford laenor
Parm, Wingfield ncar ‘lrowbridge fron 24th to 26%th of iugust. Frone Lco have
prepared the ground and sown the secds for thic local, orsanically smown
gathcering of the greens, There is s»ace for canping (50p per ni{;‘ht}, there
will be a creche, workshops, stalls, participation, spontaneity, non=aircct
inaction in violet . o
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PidteY COUNCTL, ;TP inno Powlyn, MEIGRSHTE S0 Herbert Dell,
01d iailway Station, 14 Priory Park,
M1lleigh, Barnstaple, Sradfordeon=-ivon,
Devon ‘Tel (05986, 311 Wilts DL15 14U
el (02216) 4387
FLIACUION AGHND itoger Giles, : NASLICTEL DDITOR btevc Shav,
2 Covick Lanc, 5 The Green,
xeter, Levon, Tboc, Flyiwouth
Tel (0392) 37593 el (0752) 48561
COURTY  CO--03 ) THATO S, AY0H  tob Vilson, HIVOI Wi Brenan,
7 Heathfield Rd, 38 Penmsylvanio Itd
DOWSITT  Vacant Hailsea, wsvon. Lxeter, Jcvon.
Pel (0272) 852740
CO. “I' 4LL Jolin Chadwick, SOlisEY  Colin Hunt, WILWS Liz Spittal,
19 Horth :d, 6 Alna sl 17 The Dowm,
Porpoint, Cornwall Younton, Soile Prowbridge, Wilts

Tel (0752) 81%456 Pel (082%) 52159 el (02214, 66325



