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EDITORIAL

“hatever we considered ourselvew to be before the 1977 Annual General
lieeting and Confersnce, there iz no doubt now that we arz a POLITICAL
PARTY, with all thaot that means in the world about us

Our aim now is to seck noliticsl power - however deunting that mey seen
at this moment - in oidar to implement the moasures that we believe are
necded to provide a betier, saner, safer end happier life for the people
of this country

I hose = if I may be pernitted, just this once, to depart from the
editorial 'we' - that in some small measure L can help to further these
aims through the medium of this Wewsletter

Plegse - everyocns - contact me with news and views - the more up to date
the better I shall publish (a3 fer as possible) a1l non-libellous,
non=pornographic material relevant to our Party that is written in
understandable Bnglish

Peace go with you

Howard S Hoptrough

5 idorrab Terrace
Panzance, Cornwall
(Pels Penzance 4880)

GOCD EARTH

This meaty and excellent conservation newspaper comes to you as usual
with this Newsletter; despite its quality, however, it is struzgling
to keep its financial head above the creditor's water (hum!) It is
about the only outlet publicly for the kind of news that we, as
Ecology Party members, are interested in, and it has beon instrumental
in bringinz us many members in recont months Please do all you can to
support it - recommend it to all your friends interested in what we are
doinz and conservation (even, perfiaps, if they are not interested!) -
even buy them a subscription paid for out of the enofrmous Christmas
present our one and only Denis ilezlsy is providing for us! Seriously,
'Good LBarth' should not be allowed-to die - FLEASH HELP
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THS TOURTE ARNUAL G-UERAL WBSTING AND CONFSHENCE
held 2t University fousz, Birmingham on
24 and 25 September, 1977

Report

Fifty (50) members (those who were thought to have paid their
subseriptions) attended the AGii and Conference, and oloven (11)
apologies for absence were received (of these, seven were from lecds,
vhere the Branch was busy campaigning in support of an icolozy Party
candidate, Peter Levwenz, for s casual vacancy in a local District
Council ward - see leods Branch report on page 4)

A 1ot of solid work was done at the AGL and Conference, which, although
at times obviously tedious, was probably a necessary part of the process
by which the Ecology Farty became a2 fully~fledged political party The
following is some detail of the work dones

Financial report This was not ready, but it was reported that im due

course it would be submitted by Crin Rushworth for
publication in the Newsletter The question of FEC expenses vas
raised, and there was general support for the view of the majority of
the NuUC that they should be paid

'Tationzl' Party There was zensral agreement that the Party must act

nzaticnally and appear nationaly Jonathan Tyler
(Chaimen) suggested that four areas of policy (the Constitution
certain elections, certain policy areas (to be reviewed annual’lyS and
money for the FEC to carry out its functions) should be abrogated to
the WEC, but no fomal decision was taken on the suggestion

Constitution and election of the ikC. The constitution drart submitted

by Jomathan Tyler wes, after
amendment, adopted (see insert in the Yewsletter) An inverim NEC
was elected, as follows: :

Javid Fleming (Greater Iondong 131
Jonathan Tyler (iest lidlands 31
teter Sizer (/est Lidlands) 2
ially Willinzton (South West) 2
Yoriks. and Hum'side repre. 22
Tcholas Hillyard (South West) 02
steve Lembert (Greater London) 22

~ni

ton Andrews (iest kidlands) 2
sonathan Poritt (Greater London) ™

John Davenport (Vest Lididlands) and John Iuck {South1 Yast) were
elected as publicly elected councillors; David Taylor received 19
votes in the ballot, and will be co-opted in the event of a vacancy
Bach voter had s maximum of nine votes; thirty-six \36? ballot
papers were received, and there were thirteen (13) camdidates
Policy and literature In a discussion on this sub;ect J?avi(} Fleming
suzrested three areas for javestigation and
getion: '
1+ A staterent of definition . : .
o, A series of papers on relevant topiCS (both for and
cainst) = similar to the well-kaown Rabian Pas»ers
.this suzzestion received conziserable support
3. Fublicity iterature :
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The need for a basic reference document (see 1 before) was agreed, and
Peter Sizer was asked to continue to re-draft the liznifesto, whilst it
was noted that Eric Jones was drafting a short lianifesto By a vote of
20-13 the FEC was given authority to finalize approval of any lanifesto

Subscriptions See 'Re-organisation of the Party' on page 5 of this
Newsletter

President A motion inviting Teddy Goldsmith to become President and
signed by eleven (11) members was not put to the vote

The AGL and Conference was addressed by the indefatigeble protester at
public enquiries on roads, John Tyme (we are hoppy to see that he became
o member of the EP during the weekeend) The activities of Friends of
the Eprth in France were described by Vincent Brichet in French, whilst
Teddy Goldsmith did a creditable approximation in English!

RESOIUTIONS The followinz four resclutions were adopted unanimously
It was rnso}ved thatees

...this Confercnce, believing that Britain cannot emerye from its
present erisis by mcans of the very policies vinich created it,
associntes itself with the call of the First Symposium of ZCOROFA,

the movement for Buropean Ecological Action, issucd {rom lietz, France,
on 17 September, 1977, for the abandonment by governments of the
jdeology of growth in Gross Fational Product, and in particular for the
revision of Article 2 of the Treaty of Rome, which gives to the
Buropecn Sconomic Community the primary mission of assuring the
oxpansion of the economy

vesthis Conference supports the action of the French Ecology hovement
in their protests azeinst the fast brecder rocctor site at La Hague,
and urges Her Kajesty's Government urgently to invectigate the
ecological damase which may be caused to the Bnglish Channel and our
ovn shores if this project is allowed to proceed

+..this Conference calls on the Government %o institute a major
programme of insulation vorks to all kinds of buildingss:
i. to create widespread employments
ii. to conserve valuable and presently wasted enereyj
iii. to remove the so-called heed for nuclear power and any
expansion of the reprocessing facilities ot Windscale

...this Conforence calls on the Government to enact immediately new
legislation to place a duty on the CeLsCeB. toi
i. maximise eneryy cfficicney)
ii. immediately commence a progranme of conversion of its
existing power stations to the principle of combined

heat and pover; '
iii. construct 211 futurc power stations on the principle

of combined heat and power
THi NEXT AGL and CONFERENCH

A sugrestion was made that the pext Annual General leeting and :
Conference might b2 held towards the end of August, and sccommodation
found at somé university campus or other suitable site wibh t@e
necessary fazcilities vhere members and their families could pitch
tont or anchor caravan and enjoy a week's delivevations and
rocreation Vhat do members think of the idea?



LE~DS BRANCH

The BIGGHST recent cvent in leeds was the Wetherby local bye-election
etherby is a semi-rural werd within Leeds letropolitan Districty the
safest Tory seat in the area, as well as being one of the largest and
most populous After a frenctic hunt for a candidate Peier lewonz
volunteered, despite his move of house during the campaizn  About
7,000 leaflets vere distributed, and the rcsult was: Consorvative:
3,6305 Labour: 632; Ecology Party: 314 (6e of the vote) Tho percentage
wyos more than the Liborals had done in the wey 1977 clections

The leaflets were produced on the Branch's litho machinve, delivared
shortly before at a final cost of 2210 The machine is vorking quite
well, although learninz to operate it can be a bit trsumetic!  Cost
savinge compared to normzl printing costs for the campaism were about
2100

David Corry has been adopted as prospective Parliementary candidate for
Barkston Ash constituency for the next gencral clection A second
candidate will soon be confirmed, possibly Keith Rushvorth in leeds
North Jest e hope to field ten candidates in the District clections
next lLiay : ‘

The Brench has bepun o process of dividing into three groups based on
Horaforth, F.V. leeds and Bast leeds The work of producing a local
fianifesto for West Yorkshire' will be undertaken primarily by the
Horsforth group

A DBrancha outing to the Yorkshire Dales mot with continuous rain, but
on intorecting time ves hed 9y all, and the trains we travelled on
were liberally leafletted

Keita Rashvorth

/SST CORNALL BRAKCH

An early morning radio programne in the South Yest, known, Fu?nily
enough, 28 'iorning Sou-izst', took as its thewe for a veex in
roceent times 'The impact of oil on the South West' Ope of gho two
Branch members, Howard Hoptrough, was intervieved on the subject, and
the interview was brocdcast during the reek

. c h fishing
The Branch interd to tako up tho cudgols of the Cornish 1ISFHS
industry = which uses small, tredit-onal boats and fishes u;ad1t1onn;1y
(i.0. docs not use high enerzy sou:ces, agi is zeryllabogio;nzizzizzrc
o » ‘apza modern travwlers : ! :
to try and ward off the threat © (i i gmat quantitiBS,

in tho country (which do use higi-enerzy resources ; 55
are hardly conscious of conservation of fish stocks, and n?eg a hash
cost roturn in order to me ¢ taeir high capital cost and hig

maintenance costs)
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THE RE-ORGANISATION OF ''Hz PARTY

The 1977 AGH and Confersnce left to the interim National Ixecutive
Committes (WEC) the task of tromsferring from the present
adminictrative arrangements to the newly adopted Party Constitution
(2 copy of which is with this Fowsletter) The HSC have docided to
organize Arsas (as for the tuwelve defined Areas of the U.K. in the
Constitution) at the rate of about one a month This will spread the
load of cdministrative vork for John Davenport (liembership Soeretary)
The provisional crder for re-organisation is Yorlzshire and Humberside,
South {est, West Midlands, South East and Greater Londony others -
if not re-organised by that time - will do so at the 1978 AGH and
Conforonce

The rates and provisions of the nationzl subscriptions was also a remit
to the IEC, and it has boen decided that there ghall be three rates:
Standard £4; Couples £6; Stulents and pensioners 22 The former
tpssociate' membership is withdrawn  All members paying one of the
above rates will have equel rights (end duties) of participetion in,
and voting on, the business of the Party 'Good Harth' will be
provided for all members (the FEC woull be interestec to learn of the
reaction of potential members to these rates of subscription - PLEASE
WOTH that the more members we have the lower the rates can be

The 1€ felt it was not practicable to implement Clausc 4 (iii) of the
Constitution at prescnt (inlependently detemminod Bronch subseriptions)
Instead, one quarter of cach national subseription will be retained or
remitted to the appropriate Brench as it is 'recognised' uncer the
new Constitution

THs INITIATION OF ARSAS — PRUCEDURE

The IEC apvoints an Acting Arca Co-ordinator (AAC) for Arcs X3 the
lembership Secretary then lists all current members (with details of
cubsoription dates). lapsed membors and non-recruited enquirers in
that Area and passea them to the AAC

The AAC then contacts each exisiing Branch in his/her Area to agree
ith it a definition of its territory, and arrancements for bringing
its membors, including those not at present on the national list, into
the new locally-administored national scheme; the AAC end current
mesbers botween them make evory attempt to recruitl lavsed members and
those vho have shown an interest in the Party

The AAC contacts non-Branch members and invites them to constitute a
Branch vhere 2t least five are reasonably sccessible to each other;
shore this is not possible the AAC will collzct the appropriate
national subscription

Tho ALC then eppoints a Returning Officer (R0), who, eithor directly or
throuzh Branch scerctaries, informs current members of an elsction for
the Area X seat on the 1EC, and invites poninations (The AAC may, of
course, bo nominated); if @ poll is necessary the RO sends out ballot
papers for return to him/her for counting and announcement of the
result




The elected member for Arca X then takes his/her seat on the HEC and
assuries the co-oxiinating functions of the AAC  Any other member from
Area X on the 1LiC a3 slcected at the 1977 AGL and Conference is then
decricd to be one of th? nationally elected membars until the 1978
ACLE gnd Conforence

Hote 13 The Membership Seeretary will continue membership
administration until an Area has an elected MHEC member or an AACs he
will then co-operste with the Area vhilst reteining 2 residual role
for non-Branch memberahip; where Arcas are not orfonised he will
collect subscridtions sarly in 1978

Vote 22 A common subscription date of 1 January will be zdopted; new
mombers joining on or after 1 January and on or before 31 August will
pay the full subscription for ths year and receive all publications to
which members are entitled (if available); those jeining on or after
1 September will continue their first subscription until 31 December
of the following year

Conmenst or cnquiries zbout these arrangements should be adaressed to
John Davenport or Jonathan Tyler

THE INTLURTE NATIONAL SXECUTIVEG COLLITTLL FOR 1977/78

RON AYDR: S (West ifidlands) Sditor 'Cood Larth’
18 Cofton Leks Road, Bimingham 45 021 445 2576
JOHN DAVENEORT (est kiidlands) Menbership Sccretary
o Tha 013 Vicaraze, 26 ilein Boad, Kempsey, iorcester 0905 820489
DAVID FLiTHG (Greater Loncon) Press and Publicity
104 South Hill Park, London MW 3 01 794 5644
NICICLAS UIIDYARD (South Vest) Policy and Publgcity

c/o The Bcologist, 73 iiolesworth Strect, Wadebridge, Cornwall
020 801 2996 (Evenings: 020 883 237)

STVE LAKBURT (Greater London)

3 Howard Road, London & 17 01 520 0676
JOHI IUCK (South East) Blections Co-omlinctor
20 liilitary Road, Rye, Bast Sussex 07973 3404
JOATIIAR PCRRITT (Greatcr London)

57 Hemilton Terrace, Loadon IW 8 01 286 9212

KEITI RUSITWOSTH (or A 1T Other)(Yorishire and Humberside)

8 The Lount, Alwoodley, Ieeds 17 0532 672198
PUTHR SIZER (Vest ilidlends)  Troasurer and Policy end P}'zblicity'
0 Sherbourne Terrace, Clarendon Stroet, Loamington §pe, Varwickshire

0926 29875

JOUATEAH TYLER (West ifidlands) Ch§§n a0
121 3c1ly Park Road, Birmingham 29 021 472 1068
SALLY WILLINGTON (South West) sscrotary

Aiverside Herb Garden, Hessonford, Torpoint, cornall
050 3 352
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Prorarction of new pamphlets and leaflets for the Party is now in hand,
and it is pevhzgs also the most appropriate time to consider the vhole
question «f th design of Party litcrature and the imaze this ereates
A number uf membars, including nysclf, are unhappy with tho present red
and blue colours (split betucen Tory and Labour?s yith its distended 'g'
(what dozs it mean?) of ‘Zeolozy’

Desizn vwoil. is very nearly impossible in committee, and it is certainly
going to by very difficult to arrive at a design with vhich 21l nembers
of sho Pary will be happy In an attempt, therefore, to allow everybody
the opportinity to influsnce the 'house styla' of tho Party and the
symbolisn 'y vhich we hops to be recognised, the TEC invites all members
to send treis ideas, sketches, connents eice on the colours and the logo
(syrbol) %o me by Saturday 2 December 1977 1f you have an jdea for a
lozo or g mbol please apoend en oxplanation as to vhy you fasel your idec
is aguropriate, and vhat thoughts you have had in arrviving ot your design
I would glso like to hear from any member who fecls we should keep things
as they cre

(Editer's notes Perhaps 'Logo' is a new "Party’ gamelll)

OFFSET L' TIO

Stova Via danbury, of the Loeds Branch, has a Gestetner 210 offset-litho
printir ! mochine for selec at s225 It is a good machine and could
quickl; wopay its cost by the vroduction of election naterial for the
Party Sut it neocds 2 SpAYe room Or Farafge, SONSORe to tele charge of
operet .ng it, 2nd the capital Can anyone offer any o@ =1l of these?
Pleass contoet the Party Secretary if you can help in any vay
(irse S21ly Willington)

THE GIFTLI. GI& US

The Guardien of 24 September last carried a piece about our thon
forthooming AGii and Conference, and this is hop we were described:
+ssthe carnest, middle-class, sandal-wearing, veceterian characteristics
of the ccologistS«..

How about that, then?




LOBBYING

Energy 2000 (Yorshire) is planning a mass lobby of Parliament to convinece
the Government that there is a strong body of opinion in this country
whihch is totally opposed to the expansion of nuclear power and in favour
of the urgent development of alternative sources of energy !

The lobby will take place on Wednesday, 16 November from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.
in the Grand Committee Rcom, House of Commons It is hoped to arrange a
march and demonstration prior to the lobby The support of Lord Aveiury,
and Robin Cook, Nigel Forman and Stephen Ross; all 1iPs, is promised

Details from Energy 2000 (Yorkshire), 64 Salisbury Road,; Skeffield S10 1WBj;
to make sure of lobbying your own MP an appointment should be made with
him/her at the House of Commons on that day and within the times given,
otherwise permission to enter the House of Commons may be refused

Bcology Party members are urged to support this lobby if they possibly can,
and meet in 014 Palace Yard at 1.30 Banners will be present Details
from David Taylor, Marley House, Winfrith, Dorchester Tel: Warmwell 852858

Following the Queen's speech, it was announced that a Bill will be brought
before the House of Commons to legislate direct elections to the
Buorpean Parliasment At the moment simple majority (as in our own:
eloctions) is generally regarded as the method to bo adopted Some form
of proportional representation is, however, supported in some quarters,
and as this method is fairer and tends to help minority parties such as
ours, all Ecology Party members are asked to lobby their MPs by letter in
order to campaign for proportional representation Two of our founder
members, Mike Benfield and Bony Whittaker, have indicated their
willingness to put themselvew forward as candidates for election to the
Buorpean Parliament, so lot's give them a hand on the way

NEXT NEC MEETING

Will take place at 104 South Hill Park, London NW 3 on 10 Decembar at
12 noon There is really nothing to report to the last meating - despite
its marathon length of six hours - because the results make up the bulk

of this Newsletter

STOP 2RESE

SOMERSET AND AVON AREA BRANCH

This Branch had its opening meeting recently, when twenty (20) people
attended The following officers were electeds
Chairman: Don Grimes, 51 Kipling Avenue, Bath Tel: 20140
Socrotary:  Colin Eunt, 10 Oakfield Grove, (lifton, Bristol

Branch co-ordinatorss

Bristol and West Avons Colin Hunt
Bath and East Avon: Hugh Dawson, XXBAEISE 1 Oakley, Claverton Down;y Bath

Somorset: Garth Maton, Orcherd Leiga, Compton Dundon, Somerton, Somerset
A local fee of £1 for six monthd was agreed prior to becomlng a full membex
Pross coversge included the Bath and West and tho Western Daily Press A

meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 Nacember

i

&
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