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EDITORIAL

Colin. Fry, Information Office; has resigned rather suddenly

from the Tarty, after producing a very good newsletter in October.
The immediate result of this is that the production of this news-
letter has fallen to me as Deputy Information Officer. Being
unprepared for this and having ne opportunity to getv the letter
out on time (15 December), I took the decision to put it out
early in January so that it wouldn't get put aside by members

in their enthusiasm for the recent fegtivities. I offcr my
apologies for the delay and hope the letter has been worth
waiting for.

I fesl I might also have some right 10 ask for apologies for the
1sck of articles submitted. I realise that many members feel
that they have done enough when they've paid their annual subs-
eription --- and withoud subseriptions there's no doubt we
would be in a wvery sorry state. But there ars a fair number of
members doing things which we would 21l be interested in, and
unless these things ere put in writing nobody finds out about
them. Furthermore, many membeérs havs views on what we should

be doing and what our policies should be. These views should be
aired.

Communication is the life-blood of any organisation. This
Newsletter is the Ecology Iarty's 1ife-blood. Use it. Write for
it. Make it work.

We don't have many years left. write NOW and send to :

K.M. Rushworth
8 Tha Mount
Leeds LS1T7 TQU.

FUWARDS ---- The May Elections

There are now only four months to g0 to the loczl elections in
May. This year they are for County Councils and are happening
everywhere in Epgland, wales ond Scotland. We have a real chance
to make an impact here by sheer numbers of candidates -- and
remomber, evVery new, successful political party makes its first

impression by numbers of candidates, not by number of votes.

0f the six who stood last May we might hope for the majority
standing againj; at least one is definitely committed to doing
so and even John Davenport, who was elected last year 10 his
Farish Council, is considering standing for the County Councils
as well. In addition, there are three mors candidates in Leeds,
at least one in west Midlands, one in Sussex and our London
group are candidate huntinz. Rumours from lalvern (Worcs) and
Cornwall indicate 2 possible further eight. Altogether there
are nearly 20 either confirmed or possible, which with luck
and effort could be 30.



It's a simple matter of the more the merrier. Every additional
gandidate is a step nearer to making this party a real influence
in the country, a step away from the plutonium rat-race economy.

Wwhy Not You ? 1've asked many people this question, and I'm
normally met with fearful tremors about all those public speeches
to enormous audiences, and the terrocrs of doorstep canvassing.
Sad, because you don't need to do either of these things. When

1 stecod in Leeds last May I scared the pants off all the other
candidates, without a single doorstep canvass, Or a single public
speeck, Oor any appearances oi radio ox T,V.

How ? By 100% leafleting, covering over 6,000 households. And
this really wasn't difficult, when you consider how many houses
one person can leaflet in the course of an evening. Also, all
sorts of people tend to help whether they understand the word
"Ecology" or not; involvement in an slection and the promise of
a post—-election party are sufficient reward for many.

And the Fress ? You simply send them a copy of your election
address (the piece of paper you drop through people's door) and
hope for a mention. If you are interviewsd by somecne from your
local paper it will be a very low-powered affair, and 1'm sure
anybody in the party must know a thousand times more about
Yeology than their local cub reporter,

And the T.V. ? If yotn want *o be on the box, push like mad.
See if you know someone wWiec Knows seiiecns —-—= otherwise; Jjust
forget it.

And all the red tzpe ard ocrganisationy

John Davenport and 1 are preducing a beoklet covering this and
other things in detail, which will be available soon. But
basically, its 2 matter of being on the eclestoral roll,collecting
ten signatures on a piece of paper foom other electors (my wife
and 9 neighbours who had never sven heard of Ecology signed for
me), writing your election sddress and taking it to @ cheap
printer (good duplicating is just as good — glectronic stencils
can reproduce photos), and getting 21l your leaflets put through
letterboxes.

and if you get elected 2 We all thought there was no risk ‘of
this last year, but twe of our candidates got guit: a shock, It
gecems that if you'r:s standing outside a city or large town you
might get electcd, and as a county councillor there could be

quite alot of work. If the prospect really worries you, only leaf-
iet half the hcuses in your srsa. Otherwise, remember that the
majority of our present courcillors are so barmy that they bel-
ieve ccounomic growth ean go on for aver, and yet they manags.

And then therss the money. The N.D.CG. will give you what
support it can, but you'll need to collect locally and dig into
your own pocket. The only major expense is printing, so the
cost really depends on how big your area is, how much of it you

leaflet and how cheap Or expensive +the printer yow use is.

If you think you might be interested, ur know someone else who
might stand, give John Davenport a buzz (0905 820489).

The only way to make & politician think is 1o hit him in his
ballot box. Lets =21l do it togasther and make their eyes water.

keith Rushworth

T



NEWS FROM LOCAL GROUFS

London

The Londeni Branch is now fully estahlished and meeting every
two weeks on the first and third Thursdays of each month (7pm,
19 Cheyne Walk, S.w.3 ). Coentact -- Steve Lambert. Telephone
(01)- 848-4846, evenings. '

Attendance at present is fairly small but regular, and coencerted
efferts are being made for systematic publicity.

Mcst of the discussian & action so far has been concerned with
organising ourselves and with the 'Windscale' issue, We are now
concentrating en: how we see aqur role in fuxture, with rarticular
emphasis on strategy for the G.L.C. elections im May 1977 when
we hope teo field several candidates.

Travelling acress a city the size of London hinders those who
live on the cutskirts and we are, therefore, anxious to form meore
lecal groups as soon: as numbers permit. So let us at least know
that you exist - even if you are unable to attend the meetings,
we like to know you are there, and ceme election time, every
extra pair of hands is useful. .
Steve Lambert.

sSussex

An inaugural meeting of the Sussex group of the Ecology Farty
was held at. Orchardewsm, Filching, Sussex on 28 November 1976.

There was a wide range of discussion based on the manifesto and
attention was drawn to what were felt to be current inadequacies,
notably im the education, land tenure and defence sections. The
whole document was critised for being 'toc heavy' and difficult
to read. v

There was also critiscism of the Party's ability te respend to
enguiries.

The group supports a change of Farty cclours tc brown: and green.

Beryl Bowser was zdopted as E.P. candidate for the Cuckmere ward
in the forthecoming County Council elections and she reported
that she had already been contacted by the local press.

John Luck.

Sandwell, west Midlands.

Feter Rout, who will be standing in May's leocal elections in
Sandwell, west Midlands, introduced himself to his electers by
standing in a local by-election in November. He produced his



election addrzss on his own duplicator but unfortunately was un-
nble to cobtain an electronic stencil at the time. Izspite the
slightly amateur appearance of the result he pelled over 1% of
the vete. In value for meney terms this is probsbly a record.
(walsall cost us nearly £4 per vote --- Ouch ).

Leeds

The Leeds branch recently jeined with the local groups ¢f FOE.
and Consoc. in an anti nuclear demonstration in the centre of
Leeds. A fuller repert en the demc should appear in the next
issue of Goed Earth (not the sne with this newslettar).

More to the point of Ecolegy Party businsss, there will be at
least four candidates in and around Leeds in the May elections,
One is Keith Rushworth, who stcod last year zafter being intred-
uced to the party by Clive Lord, and the new cnes this year are
David Corrie, long active in Conscc in Leeds; Steve Garnett, ex-
cavated from records of the 'people' campaign in Leeds in 1974;
and Keith Baxter, intrcduced by Steve after being impressed with
a letter in the Guardian from another E.P. member.

Keith Baxter hzs been elected treasurer and a lceal branch
sccount has been epened. The secretary is assembling®a 1list cf
lceal contacts to receive the branch newsletter, the first copy
of which should go cut in January te start the ball rolling for

the elections. Crim Rushworth.

WALSALL NORTH ELECTION

An article by Jonathan 1yler had not feoumd it's way through the
pust by the deadline for this newsletter and therefore will be

- appearing in the next newslettsr. However, if you were not in-

volved directly in the campzaign you should find enclosed 2 copy
of Jenathan's Election address to peruse.
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*¥x¥**BCOLOGY TARTY PENS¥X***#*

Fop—up biros (refillable) inscribed “Suppurt the Ecclogy Farty"
are now available at 10 for £1.00, post free. They are an unusual
design and write well.Sell for 12p 10 get the name arcund and
make a few pennies. Urder from Keith Rushwaerth.



DEFENCE FOLICY

70 DEFEND OR NOT TO DEFENT

The Beology party has always had a pacifist streak in it - people
who do not wish to harm our planet, who wish to have a good life
for future generations, who wish for the simpler life themselves,
are not the sort that go to war easily. Bowever the positive
decision not to defend ones nation must rest on mational

argument not feelings. It seems to me that the only arguments
gutlforward for scratching defence from our budget are as

ollows ¢

we'll never be attacked anyway.

We'll loge anyway.

Lefending ourselves is expensive.

We might use our forces ©0 attack someone else.
we can rely on our present allies to defend us.
War might become nuclear - unthinkable.

OV A g N
N et N N N S

I think most people will readily accept the propoxsition that
we'll never be attacked as asburd. The Ecology Farty has in a
sense been founded to counteract human greed and we should all be
aware of the lengths to which greed will take the most un-
principled members of our race. To have no defence would simply
invite a takeover.

The judgement that we will lose anyway is one which only a
brilliant and knowledgable military gtrategist can make and
then it would still only be opinion. The continuing impact of
technolegy on warfare during this century has made each new
war impossible to predict. To say we will lose the next war

is pure emotional defeatism - it can never be =2 sound judgement
(unless, of course, we do give up defending ourselves).

The third argument is that defence is expensive. So it is. The
money thus spent would g0 a long way towards fulfilling

human needs, and presumably under the Ecology Farty the money
would bz spent on need, not greed. But saving resources for
the future is of no avail if scmebody else comes TO take them
today. 1t is rather like saving money on fire insurance when
your house 1is next to a match factory. A cheap defence policy
would be no more use than a cheap insurance policy with a
fly-by-night company.

The contention that we might use our forces to attack another
country is one that I find particularly strange coming from
other E.P. members. 1'm sure that conservationists would be
the last people to start a war, SO if we are considering a
situation in which we have &n ccological government, this
should be the last of our worries.

The idea of relying on other people to defend us is a good one



which might work. But since our other policies are based on'an
increased degree of responsibility at all levels and self-
gufficiency where ever possible, to use this sort of reasoning
with regard to defence would be to show an obvious inconsistency
with our overall philosophy.

The proposition that we should dispose of our nuclear deterrent
on the grounds that a2 nuclear kolocaust is unthinkable, has
been a subject of debate for years. The cornerstone of this
proposition is the phrase "Better red than dead", (unless, of
coursc, it relies on one of the other arguments above, for
instance,that we rely on allies and shelter under the American
Nuclear umbrella). 1 would agrze with this if being 'Red" meant
being Bcologieczl, but it doesn't - it means being unecological
and undemocratic as well. The two opposites of what the Ecology
Party stands for.

I beliove we should be prepared to stand and defend our beliefs
with whatever means are at our disposal, remembering that the
stronger we appear to be the less likely we are to have 10
fight. i

A further point is that as the nuclear power indusiry progresses
the dietinction between = non-nuclear and a nuclear war becomes
increasingly academic., Conventional bombs dropped on nuclear
resctors would have much the same effect as an atom bomb - less
powerful in explosive terms, but much dirtier in radiation

terms, (Imagine one on windscale). Our object therefore must

not be ‘clouded by an idealistic commitment to not firing nuclear
weapons ourselves, but should be to prevent war altogether. If,
unfortunately, this means keeping the nuclear balance of terror
for a little longer then we should do it.

I say a little longe® because all the arguments about defence,
including those which go on in the Ecology Tarty, are based

on the assumption that the world's armies will always have oil.
Clearly within a few decades this will no longer be the case,

The whole world strategic situstion will then change radically,
putting all the trump cards into the hands of the defence,

rather as they were in the first Wworld War. We might then be

able to put away our more terrifying armaments and still preserve
our security.

%*x% Qur defence policy is a continuing subject of controv-
ersey. If you have views- - air them in the newsletter. We need
a good debate in: these pazes to aprrive at a sound policy *¥¥

NEXT H.B.C. MEBTING
SUNDAY 16th JANUARY. 2.00 p.m.
121, SELLY FARK ROUAL, EIRMINGEAM 29

ALL WELCOME.




). BASURER'S REFURT

On receiving the bank account an 29.10.76. from thes previous
trsasurer, the balance stcod at £770.45. The balance at 1.1.77.
after the walsall North by-election, is £330.02, znd I have set
out below & breakdown of party expenditure since 29.10.76, and
also a detailed breakdown of election, exypenses.

ETTO 45
IN since 29.10.76.
Membership - New & renewed £187.00
Manifesto « leaflet sale £ 25,30
Lonations ; £ 19.95
Elsction donaticns £142 .51
Conference feses etc £ 99.16
£473.92
£1244. 37
OUT sinca 29.10.76.
Blection £700.80
Confersnce £138. 34
Good Barth £ 45.00
Miscellsncous i.c.G.F.U., £ 30021
postage, stapler. £914.35

balance £330.02

Election Expenses

Tonations totzal £342.51 —=——- This figure includes & single
Jonation in Aug 1976 of £200.00 & £59.00 donated by the candidate,
the remainder being donated by party members.

uxpenditure total £700.80 ------ lhis figure breaksdown :-
Frinting including posters £370.90
Deposit £150.00
Candidate's expenses £ 54.47
Blection agent's exjpenses £ 50.00
¢ Fry &« E Davenport exjenses £ 60.00
Bire of Halls e A5G40
Newspaper advert £ T.38
Adaress labels AR

NOLES PROM 4HE N.E.C.

the last N.E.C. mzeting on 51.11.76 was a2ttended by a number of.
observers, including Ron Andrews, Bditor of Good Earth. It was
agreed that any change in the arrangemcnt bztween Good Barth and
the Farty should wait until negotiaticons to merge Good Earth
with Conservation' Society News were clearer. (Bd: this years
Conservation Socisty A.G.IL. passed a resolution to merge them).

Strategy

e e
(here was a long discussion on strategy intro@uced by the chair-

*



man, Jonathan Tyler, who said that he had both gone into and
come out of the wzlsall North campaign uncertain a8 to precisely
what he was trying to achieve. Kzith Rushworth said he was guite
clear as to what the E.P. should be doing: our strength should
be built wy frem the grass roots viz local slecticns, IS agreed
at conference. Keith resgarded by—-clections 28 2 disproportionate
diversion of funds. -

Qlive Lord had zn zguslly clear view. He felt that the grass
roots appreach was not working; in the party's 4 y=2ars existegce
only keith himself could demonstrate progress in this way. Clive
urged national gublicity, especially for the existence of the
party and our ideas, as a first priority. Specific2lly he urged
o campaign of ypress releases, aimed rarticularly at forecing
leading figures,such as Lord Avebury, t0o gensrate public debate
and the repeated appearance of the E.T. at by-clections.

Pinally, an amendent that *The E.T. decides not to suppert by-
elacticns campaigns unless a strong local group exists to give
the cundidaate adeguate credibility” was carried 3 to 1 with

1 abstention (9 to 2 including observers). 1t was agresd that it
was not the intention of this resoduticn to discourage local
groups from fighting by-elections.

Tolicy Rewview

The N.E.C. agreed toc set up 4 Folicy Review Committee (B.R.C.) as
quickly as possible. DEric Jones snid Tom Greaves agreed to serve,
with John Luclk =2s a possibility znd cothers to be asked, .lizmber—
skig of the committee would, howzver, be open toc any party member
prepared toc scrve on it. The T.R.C. will set it's own terms of
reference, but will be asksd to undertake productioen of the
Campaign Locument (2 brief manifesto) zuthorised by conference.
(Ed: much of the T.K.C.'s work might be done by post & through
the newsletter; the prospect of frequent travel to distant meet-
ings should not, thersfore, put people off servihg. )

1976 NManifesto

Joln Luck will be preparing a 6 page insert for the 1975 man-
ifesto to bring it up to date (Ed: pending work by FiR<Ghi)e
Urders for inserts, with 1O0p in stamps, may be sent to Jokn Luck
or Clive Lord. i

N~ BE. Cerres

¥
The N.E.C. end
Australian Fri

0
orsed a letter to be sent by Alan Kirby to the
me Ministar.

vhe N.B.C surperts the idea of an cco-international conference
(with regard to a letter Prom Nike Banfield) subject to lack of
funds. -

Pegtival cf the Eanvircment '77 in Newcastle,.May27th to June 5th.
Any offers to man a2n E.F. stall ? C. Lord

WINLSCALE. CONSERVATION MUVEMENT WINS DOUND ONE,

With the anncuncement of the Tublic Enguiry into windseale by
Peter Shore, round one of the windscals dsbate has zone 1O us.
Rounds twe and three are eritical -- the chcice of chairman. &
decision on terms of refsrence. This might just® be the issue 10O
pull the whole movement together; 1'm sure everycne in the E.F.
will do what shey can.




*** JOEN LUCK QUIZZES DAVID STEELE ¥*¥

John Luck, Ecclogy C01nc1llc” in: Rye, cuestioned David Steele pn
Zcro-vrow+% in a phone- 1n.prorrzmme on: Radio 4 aon 22 Lecember.,
Jehn. got on the air vy virtue of. & dezen or se6 people, mastly
E.F. nembers, yhonlng 1 with similar questions from different .

parts of the cecuntry
L

Mr Steele had same difficulty in underctanding the question but
finally came down on, the side ef growth "te zet us out ef oeur
present situationt. Hepelulluy misguided. ecelegists i the
Liberal party will take carefnl noete of this.

LEND A HAND

FPar tea ¢Zten im the past the M. E.C. szsms to6 have given the im-
pression of having everyzhing vell under contrcl. This has never
been the casz and certainly isn't now. There are always jobs
hanging adout waitirg 4o be fone, and the gquicker they get done
the faster we will meve tewards anr goesl.

Probably our greaiftest °“u1t in whe vast has been in: not asking
for help —-— wnen'we did ask for heln to address lsaflets for
the ¢=lsall camuaign,” thne roqponso was "vavtwavmlng Se I hope
some willing handsg w¢l_ resnonie to this plea.

Most af ke jebs are nas particularly skilled. Fulting manifestos
tagether. addrossing, kseping roccrds and typing if you're
skilled and equipped. A1l these Jjebs can be done witheut stirring
your stumps fmrther thaa your Local pest office. And they are
importans.

burrently there is a Hartlcu..ar need for t‘plsts. Clive Lord
needs them to help with N.E.C. minutes and I need them to help
with the newslettier. we wouvld like a hig response so that the
work may be thinly spreadout. 1L yeu think you can help with
this or anything else GET IN 10UCH. 1 rromis=2 faithfully that
no one will be overloaded as a few were with the Walsall add-
ressging.

we apclogﬁse for the type in this isgeed leaning te the Left.
This is not intended to reflect party poliecy, and we are trying
te put it right.




DIRTY MONEY SECTION

There comes & time in every newsletter cditor's efforts when he
must write 2bout money. Mensy does net make the werld go round -
ecclogy does that - but it dces make the Ecology Party go round
(when mixed with alet of hard work). I must, therefore, zsk you
ta consider if’ your subscription is due. Since it's thz New Year
and the majority.cf our subs. are due at New Yezr, it probably
is.

o

For the sake c¢f millioens of cur species who weuld dcubtless like
t¢ be born.cntc a planet werth living en, please send your sub.
naw. Wwithout it wz can't survive.

AND - BINATLY s 500 v o o

New you've read this newsletter, I'm sure you'll want to have
your news ar views in the next one. Tcolegists all over the
country are waiting to hear what's geing ¢n in Liverpooel and
Corawall and Essex, and what pecople are thinking in Londecn and
Steeple Bumpstead.

Do it NUw. Having articles in early make the job at this end
MUCH easier.

This is your newsletter. USE it. WwRITE for it. MAKE it work.

Sonme impertant -adresses

Clive Lord, Nationz2l Sse.

44, Upper Batley Low Lane, Batley, w. Yorks, Batley 4T72767.
Jonathan Tyler, Naticnal Chairman

121 Se2lly Park Rd, Birmingham 29,. (t21l: 021-472-1088).

John Lavenport, Campaign Officer.

2 The (0ld Vicarage, 26 Main Rd, Kempsey, wWorcs. 0905-820489.
keith Rushwoerth, Newsletter Editer.

8 The Mount, Alwcodley, Leads 17. (tel: 0532-672198).

John N.S., Luck, Rye Ccunciller. N,E.C.
20 Military Rd, Rye Sussex. (tel: Rye 3404).
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