
D I D YOU KNOI,J ?

1 .  The  u .K .  G reen  pa r t y  was  t he  f i r s t  G reen  pa r t y  i n  Eu rope  -
f ounded  as 'PE0pLE ' i n  19z3 ,becom ing  t he  Eco logy  pa r t y  i n  r g7s .
F rom the  beg inn ing  i t  was  i n tended  t o  be  a  po r  i t . i ca l  pa r t y  t ha t
wou ld  seek  power  t h rough  w inn ' i ng  e l ec t i ons  on  a  p rog ramme o f
c rea t ' i ng  an  eco log i ca l  and  sus ta ' i nab le  way  o f  l . i  f  e .

2 .  The  Pa r t y ' s  f i r s t  e l ec ted  counc ' i  l l o r  was  i n  Lg76  - -  John  Luck
de fea ted  t he  To r i es  t o  t ake  a  sea t  on  Ro the r  D i s t r i c t  Counc i l
(Sussex ) .  (He  was  a l so  a  pa r i sh  counc i l l o r  on  Rye  Town  Counc i l ,
becom i  ng  Depu ty  Mayo r  i  n  1979  !  )

3 .  The  Pa r t y ' s  f j r s t  pa r i sh  counc i l l o r  was  John  Davenpo r t  i n  l g76
( t he  Pa r t y ' s  Membersh ip  Sec re ta r y  a t  t he  t ime !  ) - i n  Worces te r sh j r e .

4 .0u r  f i r s t  Coun ty  counc i l l o r  was  Je remy  Fau l l -  e l ec ted  unopposed
i  n  I 977  f o r  No r th  Co rnwa  I  I  .
(He  re ta i ned  t he  sea t  j n  1981  by  1  vo te  aga ins t  a  cha l  l enge  f r om
the  f o rmer  L i be ra l  MP  fo r  t he  a rea ! ) .

5 .  The  f i r s t  eve r  cand ida te  ' i  n  London  was  i n  t he  GLC e lec t ' i ons  o f
I 977  ' i n  S t  Ma ry l ebone ,Wes tm ins te r .  l . l j t h  298  vo tes , t he  cand ida te
J .Po r r i t t  -  came  f  i f t h  ou t  o f  seven .

6 .  The  Pa r t y ' s  f i  r s t  eve r  TV  b roadcas t  was  i  n  t he  gene ra i  e l  ec t i on
o f  May  1979  on  t he  bas i s  o f  53  cand ida tes .

7 ,  0u r  f j r s t  cove rage  j n  t he ' t ab lo j d ' p ress  was  i n  t he  Da i l y  M i r r o r
i n  1980 ;  'Ca r r y i ng  t he  Can ' , a  r epo r t  on  t he  t r anspo r t  o f  nuc lea r
was te  t h rough  London ,was  pub l  j  shed  i  n  0c tobe r  1980  by  t he  London
Area  Pa r t y  and  r vas  subsequen t l y  used  by  t he  GLC i n  i t s  nuc lea r -
f r ee  camp i i i gn ing .

8 .  The  f i r s t  London  cand ida te  t o  b reak  t he  l 0% ba r r i e r  was  Dav id

F i t zpa t r i c k  i n  a  by -e l ec t i on  i n  Lea  B r i dge  Ward  i n  Hackney ,

November  1984 .

, 9 .  The  Pa r t y ' s  f i r s t  saved  depos i t  was  i n  t he  Vauxha l l  by -e l ec t i on

on  15 th  June  1989  -  cand ida te :  Hen ry  Bew ley (6 .1%) ,Th i s  r eco rd  l as ted

th ree  days  un t i l  t he  resu l t s  o f  t he  Eu ropean  e lec t i ons  ' i  n  wh j ch
a l l  79  cand ida tes  saved  t he j r  depos . i t s !

10 .  The  Green  Pa r t y ' s  ave rage  vo te  i  n  t he  Eu ro -e l  ec t i ons  o f  June  1989
(15%)was  t he  h i ghes t  eve r  f o r  a  G reen  Pa r t y  anywhe re  j n  a  na t i ona l

e l ec t i on ,  $ , { -  ,& , . f i { '  { / i : r d ) " .
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