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Piee GREL 0 BO0TOGY MOVEMENT I
group standing in Oxford at th
on May 3rd, Beology is the science of
communitiss, the relationship of plants, animals
and peopls with each othsr and their environment.
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The ecoldgival approach looks at lif'e as a whole;
The OEM iz thus very different in outlook from

the
in a sysitem of e¢conomics out
earth's roalitiles and psople’
sepirations.,

other political parties, who are grounded
of touch with the
8 nesds and

v—— e it

—{Ideas & Policies}>

A summary of the Manifesto

PHITORCHIY

Our philosophy in the OBM 48’ that we must live
on the sarth in hermony with sach other, with
cur surroundings, the sea, the wildiife; the
atmogphere and the countryaide,. and not
continue to 1y Yo ignors, control or suppress
fne forces of naturs,

This means we sust rs-examing ‘development’,
"economic growth', ‘ftechuclogical advancs'
and ask whether the plansg of ocur pressnt

uoiitical parties and their lszadsrs can be
reconcilsd, in the lonz run, with a sans, safe

and stabis lif'e on plamet earth. ¥3 belisve
that the existing policlies of government and
the civil service (which initiates meny of
them) are dangerous, and will make 1ifs worse,
not better, as the years pass.

Blgger i3 not better, but makes it difficult
Tor people to underastand and coantribuie o
their work end their community. 'Efficiency'’
of'ten means an interesting job being »splaced
by & mechanical one, Brnormous smounta of
taxpaysrs' money are wasted because the
ureaucracy is too remote to understand or
listen to peoples' real nceds.

The OBM wonts to recover the intimecy of real
1ife, witnh people hawving real control over
theilr own activities, enviromment and future.
This means Aimportent changes in society, from
big to small, from centralised powar to local
power, and from imbalance, stress and pollution
to self-sufficiency, health and an undsrstand-
“-ing of our limitiations ss well as our
possibilites.  The challenge of living with
the worldd is perhaps greater than that of
living agsinst it, but i% is an cpen roed Yo
the Fature, not a blind alley of slow
destruction,

en
Beoologists have sheken the exiS{ing parties

in france and Germany. Let us do it here also !
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08K e policies, epen to change by fthe membere
=~ship, currsntly include the following elements
which we put forwsrd g2 a basis for a ssne
fature,

GOV ERITMENT

Parilement should be
representation, with a new upper house
consiating of elected and appoiuted ‘ssnators’
but no hereditary peers, Power to raiae

taxes and and make most decisimns should be in
the hendz of district councile, London being
wostly responsible for foreign dealings and
acting asa co-ordinator, A written constitut-
~-ion, bill of rights znd a Frsedom of
Information Act would safeguard the pubiic
from secretive bursaucracy and misuse of powsy,

slected by properticaal
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TAX % ALLOWANCES

A basic personal income (replacing tax allow-
-ances and social security) should be paid
avtomatically to all adults., Tax on other
incoms should be simple and progressive (no
poverty traps), snd designed to prewvent
excessive riches and expioitation; the range of
take-home earnings should be about 3:1 maximum
to minimam.

MATERIAIS

Long~-1aating and hard-wearing gonds should be
sncouraged; a materials tax would favour
makers producing fewsr long-lasting gooda
against those making lots of throw=-away
products as the former would use less material.

FINANCE

Investment Cinancs should come from credit
uniong, mutual finance societies and small
local banks, with 2 nationalised banking
system for clearing and foreign currency
arrangements,



A maiyn aim is to dpcrease pational ge -
sufficiency and so avoid some of the
anstabilitiss of international finance and
trade, )

POPULAT ION

loureass
2050 million,

over 150 years o7 go to sbho
to balance food and avaiisbile land., We
helieve that as the ilimits to owth of sll
kinds are undsrstood, peopls will not want
Yo nave more children than tne country can
supnart,.
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HEATTH

Health and welf'are should ke mors
gear>d to the prevention of (lisca:
Reduction of pollution of al? kinds (includ-
~ing agricultural antibiotics and inorvanic
fortilisers) would improve health, as would
sating more whole foods (as opposed to
procegsed) and lower consumption of meat,
sugar and sweets. Public infompation on the
dangers of too much aloohol and tobaccc
should not be restricted by the fear of
losing tax vevenus as is now the case,

Such educaticn and health measures should be
administered at the district level; small
local hospitals near to patients' homes
should be favoured over the huge impersonal
ones in big towns,

HOUSING

Houging policies should bs bassd oo
censervation and renovetion of exisling
buildings, not on large-scale 'redevelopment'.
New designs with good insulation and solar
heating ete. would be cheaper to run, and
chould be actively encouraged (both new
houses and conversions) by subsidies,

ENERGY

Ensrgy should be saved not wasted, and energy
sources used safely to avoid pollution and
radicactivity., HNuclear powsr is exXpsnsive
and dangerous; all construction of stomic
power stations should stop, and all existing
ones phased out, Isaving only facilities for
looking after radioactive waste. We need to
spend the money now wasted on expengive
auclear power on developing alternative safe
renewable energy (wind, waves, sun, biogas
otc. ), and on saving 1t through insulation
and heat recovery systems.

TRANSPORT

In the same context, goods should where

_possible be produced locally to avoid

unnecessary transportation, Freignt must
also be shifted from roads to railways and
canalg, and motorway building stopped,

ECATION

OBM would like to see schoocls and education
less pigid and more relevant %o gveryday life,
Macn teaching could bs part-time by people fro
cutside schools sharing their knowledge and
skills, with work~expsriencs etc. for 15-18
year~olds, Pre~gchool groups should he run
by local communiiies, Further education shou
be available full-time, and on a part-itime bhas
throughout life, University degree courses
shoeuld bs less apecialised giviog 8 mors
thorough general understending of the world.

Work should be more flexibls, so that 4t is
easler for penple to take various mixtures of
part-time jobs to supplement their basic
parsonal Aincoms, Production~line methuods in
which pzople don't really participste in what
they are meking should bs replaced by more
interesting and involving methods of working.
Large companies should be split up, end all th
workforcs should be shle to share in decision-
making in firme, Co-operatives should bs
gpcoturaged. We auggest also a period of
‘community gervice! so that everyone ltakea a
share of nscessery but unpleasant Jobs such as
cosl mining and collseting taxes snd rublisi;
ne one should have to do these things for theis
whole. working lives.

GRICUTTURE

Faming should be on a humen stale; big agri-
business units should be broken up and the jand
offerred to those with a real interest in the
future quality of the soil rather than quick
prof'its, land ownership to bs.vested in a
public trustee system, Organic methods should
Lo encouraged, and factory farming phased out.
Allotment oultivation should be snoouraged and
more land made asvailable, Marginal land shoulé
be used more productively, for grazing and
forestry (Brifain is very short of wood) rathex
than shooting grouse.

WILDLIFE

More extensive and diverse habitata should be
set aside for wildlife, which will also
benef'it from smaller farm units. Importation
of all endangersd species and products made
from them should be stopped; sperm whale oil
can wasily bs replaced,

your vote counts

a vote for the 0ld parties only confirms them
in their road to disaster

vote ecology, vote green

Oxfoed Ecology
Movernent

your candidate im;

Anthony Cheke



