Whilst the Ecologist office was being flooded with

enquiries about Movement for Survival, in Coventry a group of young !V,"‘"
business people were having lunchtime pub discussions about ecological ¢ {"\?ﬁ;,ﬁ?

. : \£ T4
and economic decline. ‘L "‘%

Attendees included Michael Benfield and Tony Whittaker. Tony had read
WU Silent Spring and found it disturbing. An interview with Paul Ehrlich, ~

SPRING e
MEIER quthor of The Population Bomb, in the July edition of Playboy THE

carson

spurred them to action. Fﬂl;l{]l%mn

Thirteen people attended a meeting on 13™ October and thus the ‘Thirteen ¢
Club’ was formed. Benfield and Freda Saunders were not present on this occasion,
but they were invited to the follow-up meetings.

The 13 Club saw itself as a discussion group with no political intentions.
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The Whittakers, Benfield and Saunders agreed that a political
movement was essential, and became the ‘Gang of Four’
with the intention to form a political movement..

In December Tony Whittaker was interviewed on the BBC
Home Service (R4) about his ideas for an ecological political
movement to be called PEOPLE.

On 13% December 1972 the Gang of Four formally decided to
proceed with PEOPLE. The gang of four’s concept for PEOPLE
was a very decentralised ot
organisation with power

belonging to the people in
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S s e - o8 Tony Whittaker as Chairman, Lesley Whittaker secretary and
PEOPLE 1IN l;‘;"-':'i'x.J\';.s_F.::r"‘A'l" THE NEXT GESERAL

Rl Michael Benfield “lord high everything else”




onference — PEOPLE June 1973

" e
B . .
o "I A nice idea... a big

First ever conference to bring
NATIONAL
CONFERENCE together all eco related
el A organisations.

of all aspects of the

environmental survival MUCh as MS was try'ng

movement.

2nd and 3rd June 1973 to achieve.

vganized by

A new Political Movement N Ote th e tag ||n e.

Fraople avms 1o el over 500 candidates
at the next Generd! Elecon

“A new Political Movement”

PROGRAMME DUTLINE

SATLROAY D A0 91

o - 10,00 a.m, Recopsion aac
L Mornng Colfee Mariey Suile
~ Assendiy and o'l 10 orie
. « 1045 am e of
whevence obipactives
- 1000 am orfuvence 10 ationsh pw
w ol the movement
1,45 an O Marent sanve vl isy 1100 am "na
st dactions and theur
1520 9.5 115
n - 12,15 nm
- 11 Lo + 12
c X .- ' . '
” X g
-
svironment, Cowering MATIR, AN 12 58 & »
ART »1 t ~
’ ’ . 1.0 L )
- 508 om '
v Wom - 2.10
™e 5
a b mn. BEN
1,55 oom,. Film “hanervion with Pagt Daiice
The weil kncwn Amer <o eccliog o
7
Sns 1he wgent 1 . «v R
aton reduc ACally
Merent athibux wTes
330
with avd water a f - 4 f )
te a4
s in D
4,30 pom, Oweasons and & soussions o file M- n
wilh pansel of Soec o istson Family 2 o 340
s Plasscndg. Poverty, Starve 9 p ¢
445 Afernoon 1ee 480 ey S0 %
% T Tomorrows Dudtity of Lide™. A
of the tre
0w - &2
. er
55 D
v - .04 o, P Ty, Canoon degicting te §X0p
ST Ous 139008 whCOh 100 The wirip ¥ o
OVverpope’ 2t on, 1tarva arc
‘ 45 pm
pevprt's seil shaess whes Cconfronte
with these (Canadian 1972)
610 o 3 oy e A ets

TEAR OFF RETUAN TO

PEOPLE

Nationad Secretary, L W gher

O Hervord

BOOKING FORM 'SURVIVAL' NATIONAL CONFERENCE

JUNE 2nd, 3rd 1973

Fou £3.50 per Selogate (Res.dential), £7.50 per celogam

5 AME ADOPESS
SOCIETY No, of Places [

OELECATES NaMLS

)

DAYE

Last Sate S Bockings 6 . 5. 7D

SURVIVAL CONFERENCE

S A MARDNORUNG WEEXEND PACKED WTH PUNCH & THOUGHT
PROVOLING NATIRIA, A
INVOLVEMENT FOR YOU

PLEASE RETAN THOS PROGRAMME TOR USE DURING COMFERENGE

by Whatiakher

W Hestfoed Maert Covvntry  Tolphoos 12580

PINVNES] 26eh day, 197).
bear A /;d..qJ
scioeal afervence Jene Iad/led

LA od inforn you that
next teak.

gteatl rerrel thot v retu

Lo cax

: the Conicrenc

fove sufficient sugport to nake it
f
whole chjective of the Confetente vas 1«

There were thote vhe clalired tha

visble, but ue hed Roped to ther

fllestrete to the verkars snd <Th the wy warbled soclotics and associ me each
concorned vith a2 snell soseiom of b of %orl hove thoy el L

sod those sroblens, Oufan b8 veelly the sowm 28 rasociation the concern
evoked the Comscrvetion Zocioty in ar Puclesr Disarceneat and the

a8 2

Fendly 71

we Save had dbookisgs, Ie

(L] tumataly, e
sufficlent nurdaers ¢t
gty to lawnch PREOMLE
1 st Palf-cock w
is cur Yelief eheat the owersl)] causyg i9 re varthy

¢ g Confe & vas to provide the naws
we thou it teottor 2o cancel it rather thas go
efore it has 7 chence to Pocome ostabliiched. It
{fdceation ohan individual

inccavenience st this etage.

If TROPLE §s to have say Moy { suteweding (o its Qs s to fleld 00 Cmdi

the acxt Slection md te stand a good chamen of wvieaies,

yoszself vho are pravared to &5 mivxthisn ¢

perdant uwprn people »

gard as o wortiwhile

orwental lodby
ellectual enercise

abcut

o it conos to the crucial cueseion
25t really vant say rure than zn cpp
of éedaging the predlorms vhich stare s
how dre ul iz all (s that ne policie
0 prossure groups, Thare is only wa

et listen
n, thay ™at e

eratieally reslaced It y*u ¢ 1 s CUTHC YOU & Cate,
you oust fora coe. TROTLE is ant hint froo this task., ™ rublic are not, either, T
eoviroaental 3 g, is

™e "Lindes e
sther and cust e ¢ od si-ulteancous

as tried ©n make us A1) see that 21] the o leos relate to sach
i £
plasaing st Go sot Tandon nrossures and ¢

Le any Sore of success ™hat neras
rtainly not a lot of dot alr.

FLOFLE will i1l succoed iz ita ends, Peccuse a Soeity of che sodinary poople
sconscioasly Soliove that thoso code are Tipht and rocomsine then: to do so. PFEOPLE will,
therefore, 2et the serport It meods wlectorally, Thac &8 C ston the Pactional Cecxvittes of
the Tarty Yeing (ntessely disarsning that the Js of exrertise 204 cathustiasn gron viich
they bad b d to B¢ ahle to eall the Loersh f oxi jetias arocar not to b
Mle 1o Yo relied upvn, The crelils { the swevival ) 3y Has taken a2 bad knodk.

PIOMLE chamks you for your susnorct, Y shall wercome tHhis sethack, and tackle the
preblen agaln  ia the sesr futur, ¢ shall netify you thin, md Yo that vo may once nore
NCONMIAZE YU To halp our work If Priesis is o swevive, ve nee” to woteed,

VYours sincerel
r' il /"
N\ / | | l R
.'l.(( v\).’\—- 4"‘ ~
Matiroal fecretary.
Mo sabm 9, Sortferd Street, Coweetry. CVI ILA Pathe mtm e e e

... but perhaps a little ambitious? We called a conference and nobody came!



FIrSt Leaflet YOUR :..'L,:':' CANDIDATE PROMISES
Well it was a time of
growing industrial conflict N
and economic turmoil —

Oil wars, shortages,

rampant inflation. 5‘-;}.
Who rules Britain? asked e ,'
the government — us or the T S S
unions? . RS s o e
Conflict was in the air — PEOPLERTIE
hence the battle theme. ol
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Name & Logo

The name PEOPLE was always to
be written in capitals, and never to
have the designation ‘Party’

appended to it.

The ideas were sound green
principles though... this was
indeed an ecology/green
party, even as its principles
led it to spurn the party label
and the centralised
organisation of conventional
politics.

It also saw itself as an organic
Movement not a monolithic

party.

EOPL

This was to be a movement built on people, not a top-down conventional party.

The final logo and colours drew on the Aquarian symbol (the waves) and the UN
symbol for the earth (the circle with the lines of latitude and longitude) using the
colours turquoise to represent water, coral to represent earth and white for the
air. (NB they were NOT red and blue as is sometimes said)

The dawning of The Age of Aquarius



“Events, dear boy, Events”

As 1973 started Movement for Survival (MS) was being organised by Tony
Mills in London and was having difficulty finding organisations to agree to sign
up to the movement.

The sticking point was, not surprisingly, that the organisations were expected to share their
membership details with MS so that direct political activity could be organised. Even without
the data protection constraints that came in later they were reluctant to do this.

On January 2" Michael Benfield had ‘ PEP

written to Tony Mills, requesting

PECOPLE 'S A NEW POLITICAL PARTY. 1t 5cts a8 the glue 10 e THE PROBLEMS. World popud 21100 (8 1ising 1asier Than we (a0

1 H b M . . spltered envirowmental moverent and pecple disastalied with hope 12 feed it, Overcrowding Couses eNomous SOCIa! grotdens.
sl style Dolitgians. is Cesling & resd force in DONitie — il et
information about affiliating with MS. A @eis, Loy ro o e g o ot B
pOlicion nocont iry 10 safoguard tha b nd of il wo o 3l estaled hap — ortolion Gaprives the
I d ’ h b eQule st ot everpwher
reply doesn't seem to have been ging woiore
PEOPLE wiil liol 600 ¢ conddidates o the next General Llection. B 5 A

forthcoming until 6" March, from Mike ot o d T o b i it SR

- o
avd latvie, Sur socsty will end in & Daze of destruction infiamed by war

| I b . || PIOPLE GROUPS e Deing sef wp #1 over 1he country. AREA siarvit oo disesne and poverty. No-Oose can war that,
Allaby in Cornwall. NOALE SIS et e i e PN MIBA SERVESIRY hesen O
ST T ach e retpongibie for flerview i) (rodpechve YOS M (R0 we Th 18 e AleWrenl, O ves Nu it ity

COD IS, My wr advertinog and generally 20 195 mamBers and Can g0 08 for ever

-
e A sSething v N each constituenc » -
P - ey PEQOPLE swives 4 o rew imQartial force in dvan ATavs free
-

Benefield replied enclosing PEOPLE’s LOCAL PROAE R wich il v o s ot e 0 e o s o o s

- 03 M 00 onger 0 polinGiang whs potetly (2.0
PECPLE |5 awacting pecple 1ike you 55 set w, run and help with - emhieel fiet L A i

I I. d d . "ese DS, PEOPLE will help and Supscrt YOU 16 ,~ Ao reCox P 10T Caunes of wrves dipllusion, who place false
atest policy document and requesting e FU. P il N et 00 1 0 e {5 s S o v s

GROUFE wih roguier mastings, campaigns, Fim shows and talks b L
M M M H o0 looal and nationgl prolems. PEOPLE 200s Nt oeotend 10 OfTer & wiivir 881 SOhmon, seply &
publication in The Ecologist. He T 15 WORGNG 1 here 14 tbce for PEORLE in Bt Polnica,  "®%, SPRIve movemen o ayone sesing 8 167 f
Thare 5 2 pace for MOPLE a Pavliament, If you can g0 nothing ".d.:: "l‘ ,3.2,.':-"‘ ’_A‘ < f”ﬂ”:_’”ﬁ': e S0 ey
H : Is0 10 halp, whes e time comes, VOTE for PEORLE. e mane e
expressed the intention that PEOPLE I - ;

LSBT ens 20 Navonw PLOPLE are & memmum (100 ioa b ag & »o

would put up 600 candidates in an
October 1974 election (then seen as the most likely date). Desultory contacts between PEOPLE
and Movement continued throughout 1973.

PEOPLE, meanwhile was gaining traction as a political organisation following
the 24 Feb launch event.

“People’ launched Membership was slowly increasing as the word got

- to end world’s out and new branches were being formed. Initial
. ‘real problems’ meetings had been held, a National Committee had

e formed and local working groups on policy,
membership and funding were active in the branches.

Work on developing the organisation continued
throughout 1973, by December an area organisers’
meeting in Liverpool had 37 separate area groups
sending a delegate.

Here at last was a genuine political party gearing up to make an impact.

But as 1973 ended the country was plunged into political turmoil by workers’ unrest
and the introduction of a three day week ... PEOPLE was far from ready



