Movement for Survival
Goldsmith & The Ecologist

The entire January 1972 issue of the Ecologist was devoted
to the publication of “Blueprint for Survival”

The opening proclamation called for “a national
movement ... to assume political status and contest the next general election.”

The concept was that a Movement would be
created by bringing together existing
organisations under an ecological umbrella with
a political focus on ecological priorities

V7, irrespective of existing political parties and the
differing specific focus of each organisation.

.~ Theissue was Teddy’s brainchild. The
> - proclamation was signed ‘The Ecologist’, with
the following names listed as signatories
underneath: Edward Goldsmith, Robert Allen,
. Michael Allaby, John Davoll, Sam Lawrence.

‘Survival’ was very much a buzzword, the zeitgeist of the era. The publication
triggered a flood of letters from people wanting to join — The Ecologist team
were overwhelmed, there was the next issue to get out and so the contacts
were simply dumped in cardboard boxes.

A plethora of related activities sprang up — magazines, local groups, even a cult
drama series on BBC TV. In 1975 PEOPLE very nearly changed its name to the
Survival Party, opting in the end for the Ecology Party, seen as a more positive
approach...

As Lesley Whittaker, party co-founder and author of PEOPLE’s first manifesto
in June 1974, ‘Manifesto for Survival’, says: “By the 1970s ‘Survival’ was [a]
more broad based challenge than just avoiding the danger of a madman with a
finger hovering over a big red button. ... ‘Survival’ was becoming the word
proponents of the need to take action were using”
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Preface

This document has been druwn up by 2 sssall team of people, all of whom, in differest capacities, are
professionally involved in the study of global environmental probéems.

Four considerations have prompted us te do this:

1. An examination of the relevant information available bas impressed upom us the extresse gravity of the
global situstion today, For, if cerrent (ronds are allowed to persist, the breakdown of society and the
irreversible disruption of the Me-support systems on this plaset, possibly by the end of the century,
certalnly withis the Mictisses of our children, are inevitable,

2. Governments, asd ours is »0 exception, are cither refusing to face the relevant facts, or are briefing
thelr scientists in soch 2 way that thelr seriousness is played down. Whatever the reasons, 80 corrective
meaveres of any cosseguence are being sadertaken,

A This situation has already prompted the formation of the Club of Rome, & groep of scieotists and
Indastrislists froms many cosntries, which is currently trying to persmade governments, industrial leaders
and teade unions throaghout the world to face these facts and to take appropriate action while there Is
yet time. It must now give rise 10 & national movement 10 act at & natiooal level, and if meed be 1o assume
political states and contest the pext geseral clection. 1t is hoped that such an example will be emulated in
other countries, thereby giviag rise to an international movement, complementing the invaluable work
being done by the Club of Romse,

4. Such a movement casmot hope to succeed unless it bas previowly formulated a new philosophy of life,
whose goals can be achieved without destroying the cavironment, and a preciwe and comprebonsive pro-
gramme for bringing about the sort of seciety i which it can be implemonted,

This we have tried to do, and our Biweprint for Survival bernlds the formation of the MOVEMENT
FOR SURVIVAL (see p P3) and, it is boped, the dawn of a new age in which Man will lears to live with
the rest of Nature rather than apaiest it
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Key pages from the ‘Blueprint’ issue of The

Ecologist. Note the desire for scientific approval with
36 eminent scientists lending their signatures, and
that it is “Organisations” that are invited to join MS

with their members becoming MS members.

The Establishment fights back:

In Jan’72 John Maddox, the editor of ‘Nature’

published an editorial attacking Blueprint as
alarmist. Widely reported in the press this

prompted Teddy to get a defence published in the
Times on 23rd February accusing Maddox of

“tilting at windmills”.

By April Blueprint was subject of a question to the

Prime Minister in parliament. PM Ted Heath
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Statement of Support

The undersigned, without endorsing every detail, fully support the basic princaples embodied in
the Blueprint for Swrvival which follows (pp l__E.'_: Bath in respect of the analysis of the problems

we face today, and the solutions proposed

Prof. DON Artiux, smsc rho psc msol,
Professor of Zoology, King"s College, London

Prof. D. Bryce-Suvirn, psc, Professor of
Organic Chemistry, Univ. of Reading

Prov. C. F. Corxrorp, mon ARCA, Rown/
Collexe of Art, Lonslon

Sim Frasx Frasiz DaxianG

Proe, G. W. Divscesy, msc sa ordal, Pro-
Jessor of Human Ernvirosment, Institure of
Archacology, Lowdon

Prof. Georce Dusser, mse rho, Professor of
Zoology, Univ. of Aberdeen

D, P. N. Epmunos, ssc up sncrath, Depy
of Bacteriology, Fife District Labovatevy.

Pro#. R. W. Eowanns, psc mniol, Professor
of Applied Biology, Umiv, of Wales Inatitete
of Science and Technology

D S. R, Evae, #sc, rho, Dept. of Geography,
Univ. of Leeds

Prov. DouGrLas FaLconsg, e rho ol
Professor of Genetics, Univ. of Edinbwrgh

Prof. Joux Fraxo, s rho ymiol, Professor
of Botawmy, Uniy. of Hull

Pros, F. W, GRIMES, CBE DLILL FEA PMA, Tasti-
twte of Archaeology, Univ. of Londow.

Prow, Jomn HAWTHORN, BsC PhD FRSE PRI
rsY, Professor of Food Science, Univ. llf
Srrathel yde

Sk PeTir MEDAWAR, Ot rxs, Nobel Prize
Lawreate, Medical Research Cosmcll. ( Former
Director of MRC)

Prow, G, Misvyn Howe, mse rho, Professor
of Geography, Univ, of Strarhelyde

Sex Juniax Huxeey, Frs

Dx. Daviop Lack, psc s, Reader i Ornge
thology, Edward Grey Insritute of Field
Orithology, Univ, of Oxford

Dr. J. P. Lesten, Bririch Medical Association

Dr. Joun AL Lomanse, psc vn rho rmecrd,
DNrector MRC Clinical Emdocrinology Unit,
Edinburgh
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Duaxa G. M. Losanse

De. AURREY MANNING, B¢ DFtnl, Reader i
Zoology, Univ. of Edinburgh

Prov. VENCENT Marks, Prof. of Balegy, Usiy
of Sarrey

Pror. Ivor MiLis, rho Mo mecr, Professor of
Modicine, Dept. of Investigative Madicine,
Univ. of Cambridge

PDr. E. Misuan, php, Reader in Economics
London Schoot of Ecomonvics, and Profesior
of Economics, American Usiversity, Wash-
amgion

Prowr. P. ). Newsourn, sa rho resiol, Pro
fessor of Biology, The New Univ, of Ulster

Prog. THE MARQUESS OF QUIBNSIERRY, HO®
pes RCa wsia, Royal College of Ant
London,
Prof. Forres W. Rossrrson, rho D kol
Professor of Gemetics, Univ, of Aberdeen
Proe. W, A, Rosson, BCecon LiM ph DLitt
ode L universitd, Professor Emerine bn Publi
Administration, London Schood of Econamics
D ). Rose, msc vho #iL pac, Divector, Insti-
tute of Envirommental Sciences, amd Editor,
International Jourmal of Emvironmental
Scences

Six EDWARD SALBBURY, RS

Du. R. Scoxes, Ma rho rxsu rava, dmperial
College London and member of the Clean
Air Council

Prres Scory, one ps¢ Lo, Hon, Director the
Wikd Fowl Trust

Da. Marcotn Susssex, mc rho, Dept. of

Pure amd Applied Chemistry, Umiv. of
Strathciyde

Proe. C. H. Wanoinarox, cse pxs, Profesior
of Animal Gemerics, Univ, of Edinburgh

Dx. A, WATsON, D5¢ HFhD FRSS

Pros, V. C. Wyos-Eowarps, ms, Regla
Professor of Natwral Higory, Unsiv. of
Aberdeen, and Chairman, Natwral Environ-
ment Research Council.

' The Movement for Survival (MS)
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Organisations wishing to join the MS and all others secking further informsatson
the authors of The Ecologist report.”
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ganisations could becomne

should write to the Acting Secretary, The Movement for Survival, /o The Ecologine,
‘ Kew Green, Richmoad, Surrey.

On Sept 8th 1972 an inaugural meeting of Movement for Survival was held in
London. Over 300 people attended ...
... then nothing more seemed to happen ...



Edward ‘Teddy’ Goldsmith

The Founder of Green

Yes, he was born into a privileged background. Yes James
Goldsmith, the arch-capitalist, was his brother and Zac
Goldsmith, the Green in the Tory Party, is his nephew. But...
After starting conventionally (a degree in PPE from
Magdalen, Oxford) Teddy took a different path and
spent most of the 1960’s travelling and living with

. L “primitive” people, experiencing their rich cultures
and close relationshlp with their environment and witnessing the destruction
of their traditional societies by the forces of modernism.

Returning, he founded the Primitive Peoples Fund (now called Survival
International) in 1969, and then decided a magazine was needed to discuss
and promote his ecological concerns, and so he founded The Ecologist in 1970.

The Ecologist was always run on a shoestring and continuously reliant on being bailed
out by Teddy’s contacts. It is said that no issue ever covered its costs.

In 1972 Teddy decided to “walk the talk” and buy a farm |
in Cornwall and move the whole Ecologist operation down ==
there. 1

Several other members of the team joined him and they
all settled around the Withiel valley near Bodmin. While
this was going on the office was being flooded with
responses to Blueprint — they were stashed in cardboard
boxes to be dealt with later...over a year later!

Although Movement failed in its intention to pull
together a broad green coalition, it did fulfil its’

7 founders’ electoral intention, in its later Ecology
The Movement for Survival (MS) and Green party incarnations, and in the creation
~ of ‘green’ parties around the world, to present a
new challenge to the political status quo.

In this way Teddy Goldsmith can be regarded as the visionary behind, and the
original founder of, today’s global movement of green parties including GPEW.

Former Green Party Executive Chair, Jonathon Porritt said:

“Teddy was the first person who articulated the essence of sustainability
in a complete and uncompromising way. He was never worried about
realistic possibilities. His mission was to have it all.”



The International Dimension
Who was first? Does it matter?

Blueprint went global when published. It is probably the only issue of The
Ecologist to sell out its print run. It was read all around the world. It generated
debates in the columns of the establishment press, it attracted the attention
of parliament, it was eventually published in book form and became a best
seller.

m;" “= Whilst the 1960’s had seen growing dissatisfaction
S""UA, with the existing political order around the world -
. . with the Situationists in France, the Yippies (Youth

&% &
A IST3 International Party) mocking the system and the y
lmts ' . . [ . [
& Californian anti-capitalist Peace & Freedom Party

. . . . PEACE AND
standing in elections in the USA. FREEDOM

In the UK the Hyde Park Diggers campaigned
on land rights with Sid Rawle, morphing into various other
squatting groups. Sid joined the Ecology Party in 1979.

P The Provos, an anarchist group in
Holland, actually got candidates elected and introduced
the flrst ‘white bicycle’ scheme in the world.

| The Provos morphed into the Kaboteurs with a
EE somewhat environmental programme (eco-

o) | anarchist) — but there was no coherent ecological political movement

USFU or party before Blueprint.

Within two years of publication they were being created around the world,
all of them influenced directly or indirectly by the ideas in Blueprint.

First out of the blocks was the United Tasmania Group in Australia,
founded on 23 March 1972. They were closely
'
followed by the Values Party in New Zealand in i\’ alueSI
UTG May'72.

In the UK the Freaks United Party held a conference on the beach in Great Yarmouth in
October’72 and agreed a strongly eco-anarchist programme... and then promptly disappeared.

PLE In February 1973 the founding meeting of PEOPLE
S e B B was held in Coventry. Now read on...




