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DIARY

1Y Birmingham TEOFLE meeting:1? May 1975; Room 41 Friends Meeting House, Bull Street
Birmingham, (Nr. lewis' ). A1) nrea and local organisers and others invited to attend.
Main topics for discursion will be Economic Folicy and Social Welfare Folicy.

2) HNatijonal FEOFLE conferencet ?A/29 June. lanchester Folytechnic, Coventry. Paid up
party members only to attend. Will area contacts vpleace note that they must advise
all of their local people who will not receive direct notification. Fain business
will be Manifesto revisions and election of officers with ample time for social/free
break and evening discussion. Fee to include all documents etc. £5.00 per delegate
or £7.50 rer couple sharing documents. Bnokings (with fee) now please to Lesley
Whittaker 60 Hertford Street, Covenlry.

3) RNutritional Science and Health Edueation: One week course 12 - 20 April organised
by. e Kutritional Science Research Institute of England. Course fee £18 plus £2.90
for text book. Write/ring The Secretary, 6 Netherhall Gardens, London N.W.3.
01=125-7830.

4) The Conservation of Hational Resources: 12 and 13 April. Conference orranised by
F.0.E. and lottingham Association of World Federalists. Cripps Hall of Residence,
University Fark, Nottingham. Residentinl inc. meals £3,50. Meals only £1.75.
Bookings to F.0.E. Resources Conference, 10 Lamcote Grove, The Meadows, Nottingham.

5) BNeglected Research and Social Friorities: 3 May 10.00 = 5,00. Open Forum, Conway
tiall, Red Lion Square, London W.C.1. Brief proposals for contributicns to: The
Secretary (Spring Conference) Council for Science and Society, 3/l St. Andrews Hill,
London ECHV SBY. Tickets by applieation SOp. Students ete. 25p.

6) Sarvodaya teace Couference: Autumn 1975 will cover small scale decentralised,
ecolorical sociely amenist other thinpgs. Enquiries to Satish Kumar, London School
of lion violence, 2 Amen Court, London HCh,

N.E.C. ROTES: (Feeting 23 March 1975 Liverpool)

Fundn: leatod discussion on our requirements included observations that successful
prescure proups ( F.0.E., Consoe ethl) all had paid [ull time officials from outset to
encure activity and results, and that in the main they all steer clear of the erucial,
potentially difficult iscues. This type of operation would require minimum £5,000 to
start and election funds etec. C.R.L. expressed view that climate of public opirion only
S for ecolopical movement of which PEOVLE received only S support. A.M.W. interpreted
our role nas to simply survive until opinion swings in our favour when currently persued
easier options abandoned. RESOLVED that funds only required to establish infrastructure
and fipht bye-election (£500 + £500) 8.F. abstained, K.M.B. against.

Aurelio Feccei ( Club of Rome) has intimated they may agree to take part in proposed
jointly rponsored conference in the Autumn.

Lerds meeting considered successful althourh mainly regional (see Leeds meeting). Agreed
to contact "urberella' organisation for "Get Britain Out" campaign but not to issue
press release at present time,

Press etc. will be invited to future open meetings which are apparently proving more
successful than similar meetings held hy other political parties.

Offers of help continue to be received by Sectetary for typing, corresponding, mailing
etc.

Mitchell Frize: Official I'EOPLE entry being submitted and several by members individually.

Conservation News: have agreed to our following up Margaret Lows=-Smith's article on
politics and conservation.

Correspondence/Enquiries continue to be received from abroad. Particularly note worthy
is one from birgit Langze-Olive Crona (worlds who's who of women) who is diseminating
photo-copies of PZOPLE manifesto in Sweden and Dept. of Animal Ecology, University of
Lund, Norway.,and Values Party of New Zealand.
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PFOPLE known -as well as gathering impressions and information foévtﬁé pafiyrand making
useful contributions to proceedings (shown by the requests for further attendances,
information on FZOELE, etc.). The following reports are fairly representative.

LNTI-BUKE cappaipn: The petition, "We call upon the British Government to half the
building of any more nuclear power stations which there is no absolutely safe method
of dispersing of the long lived redio-active wastus™., wos handed in to tlo. 10 Downing
Street at 11.00 o'clock on Saturday 22nd March by six people from the demonstration.,
Irene Couts, chairman Conservative Society; Feter Hemin, young Liberulsg br. Kit
Fedler; lrofessor Kibble; Disna Hecks and a daughter of Jane Fink. kbout 90 people
atterded the demo altogether. The petition was signed by some 8,900 peogle through-
out the country. :

A meeting was held at 9 Poland Street in the afterncon to-discuns festher action on the
subject. We put in a word for PEOPLE and the need to work together on issues of this
nnture. This was unanimously agreed on, even though most of thosé present hudn't

heard of the Party before.

r -y y —-—

An interesting lead from the magazine "Undercurrents" (which you probably know about)
at 275 Finchley Road, London K.W.3. (phone 01-794-2750) who said they would publish
anything we might like to write about in connection with PIOFLE. Chris Hutton-Squire
was the chup we spoke to.: Elizabeth Davenport. (Wores and Birmingham)

F,0.E. Birringham Confercnce: Within the dismal surroundings of Aston University there
lies a little ousis of cweet reason and peace known as the Martin Luther King Centre.
It was here that about 36 Kidland Region F.0.E. (Friends of the EBarth) members and
representatives of allied organisstions held their conference on 22nd March.

Chairman Tom piloted the delegates, from as far afield as Cardiff, Aberystwyth and
Nottingham, ¢kilfully throuyrh the 53 hour mecting. NMuch discussion wus given to the
Allotments Campairn with emphasis on making available derelict land and land awaiting
development and surplus spuce where house owners had large un-or partly-used gardens,
bearing in mind the legul aspects. Lawrence Hills (Henry Doubleday kesearch Association
dir/sec) Fertility Garden sherie was mentioncd as this is similar to the aims of F.0.E.'s
Allotments Campaign. F.0.®.'s regional groups have been very uctive in pressing local
authorities to co-operate.

Energy production by its various means was discussed, with possibly some method of
electricity production directly or indirectly (by producing hydrogen) from the water
motion of the sea - plenty of it and its harnessing treads on no conservationist
toes, unlike Barrage schemes - as the most promising wind hydro solar and geo-thermal
energy sources,received a passing motion.

Before the refreshments of delicious flapjuck and wholemeal hread m:de and produced
by Lyn and Kay, we had time to discuss the Bottle cumpaign. In an effort to bring
at&gntion to the wostnge of non-returnable bottles, several groups organised an
as:u1lt on selected targets, i.e. certain supermarkets, to which hundreds of bottles
and jars of every description were carried in in boxes, removed and placed ne:atly
on the shelves to avoid any injury through blocking ganpways., Standardisation into
very few sizes and shapes is what is required to facilitate the economic return and
collection of bottles and jars. The help of the press was appreciated.

Cardiffs?' Eco-Street project is & blueprint for similar activities throughout the
country. Not only dogs it make F.0.E. known, but it helps individuals who would
otherwise be unadle €o redecorate, insulate of otherwise maintain their property.
The proceeds of weckly waste paper collections facilitate this worke.

The meeting was nicely concluded by Lyn and Kay taking ten of us home to an excellent
vegétarian meal.

Hope to be riding alongside you on.the Sunday in July when we expect 10,000 cyclists
will cycle through London to draw attention to inadequate facilities for the energy-
conservirng ticycle,
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ALTERNATIVE SOCIETY Politics weekend: 30 + delegates of all ages and backgrounds
attended. Stan Windass (A.S. Organiser) had circulated informative, questioning and
provocative papers on variety of relevent subjects beforehand. Very informal
arrangements led (sensibly) to formation of seperate discussion groups on areas of
main interest 1) Industry, Housing and Employment. 2) General 3) Politics and
Government U4)Education. Unfortunately the free wheeling nature of the discussions,
with the exception of group 3, tended to throw up complex arguments or irrelevancies
and prevented any real conclusions, suggestions or commitments being made by awny
groups except Politics and Government. Nevertheless the report back stage showed
that a genuine and fervent concern was held b) everyone most of whom seemed to admit
to a frustration with their own inadequacies. Paradoxically people express a dislike
for direction etc., yet without it fail themselves. A new style of group leadership
is clearly called for within the movement generally, (which furdily enough is one

of the techniques being developed and taught by management consultants, colleges,
R.A. etc). However much credit is due to Stan VWindass and A.S. for the valuable
work which they are doing in allowing people to experiment for themselves to find new
(or 01d?) ways of doing things and working together. Great interest was shown in
The FEOPLE party by everyone attending. Stan very kindly gave me the opportunity

to tell everyone about our activities which lead to all of our (3) representatives
there being continually questioned in the break times in the pub and at the party
which was held on the Saturday evening in the beamed attic rooms of the 15th Century
mansion (Henry the VIII and Ann Boleyn slept here!) - K. Michael Benfield.

Enerpy Options Conference: 5 PEOPLE delegates attended this invaluably informative
conference at the Charring Cross Hotel on Saturday lst March. This middle class
gathering also attracted a number of young ecological activists, and some liberals.
Even the NRDC talent scout was fiddling with something in his pocket, presumably
his cheque book. Walt Patterson of Friends of the Earth, always worth a listen,
talked about the dis-economies of scale and the impossibility of using several
thousand megawatts of waste heszt near a large power station. Five or ten smaller
power stations however, could each keep a community warm. Walt's doubts about
nuclear power are too well known to repeat, and in fact he didn't repeat them -

or only very briefly.

Hugh Sharman of Conservation Tools and Technology Ltd talked about wind energy, and
came over rather non-committally. This was probably due to contradiction between
what he was doing - selling wind equipment in self-sufficiency - and what he was
saying - that it's not economic unless you live somewhere jolly windy and jolly
remote.

Dr. Brian Brinkworth confirmed the impression that all the research on solar energy
has already been done, and that only marginal improvements in efficiency are likely
in future, short of a price breakthrough in direct conversion to electricity. .

Most neglected of the 'alternative sources' is probably geothermal energy, perhaps
because it doesn't lend itself to backyard production. Christopher Armstead must

be the British expert on geothermal, ahd he created a great deal of enthusiasm.

The hot centre of the earth is so big that in principle its energy could support

a world-wide high-energy socicty for centuries, thermal pollution and manmade
earthquakes vermitting. And Armstcad believes that with the new technicues of melt-
drilling, which mepns that no steel liners have to be put down the borehole; and
rock-shattering, ghich might enable rocks anywhere to be made porus, geothermal
energy will eventually be available everywhere,.and not just’ where Nature has
provided running h & ¢ . But risk capital is apparently hard to find for geothermal
energy, which is puzzling: surely nuclear power and offshore oil are equally-risky
activities by any definition? ’

Peter Chapman of the Open University, proponent of the theory that nuclear programmes
can eat more energy than they produce, painted two contrasting scenarios for Britain:
a high-energy one and a low-energy one. His energy analysis is brilliant and he can
tell you how many kilowatt-hours go to make a loaf of bread. But his economics take
little account of the existence of rich peorle and poor people. This led him to the
absurd conclusion that a high-growth society (assumed capitalist since no change
mentioned) can be relatively free from social problems, and only has to cope with the
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We were closely questioned by large numbers of people interested in our activities
and the possibility of PEOPLE members being invited to the next Liberal Party assembly
was mentioned. The Oxford University Survival Society have sent an invitation to
address them in May and there is an opportunity for us to take part in a Granada T.V.
series. - K, Michael Benfield.

THINKING ABOUT LAND . (4 fpril Ewell Tchnical College) A well presented and attended
(around 180 delegates) day, even if a little specialist. Lesley Blake (Barrister)
covered the history of the land tenure with fair emrhasis on fuedalism, Roger Fincham
(Stockbroker and Liberal Candidate in Herefordshire) related Natural Law to land tenure
illustrating mankinds relationship with the land as being distinctly - different to that
with the other elements or commodities/manufacturers. Vic Blundell (Economics lecturer
and United Committee for Taxation of Land Values) covered the way in which latier day
economic history/activity has influenced 1qp user and holding agriculturaly, industrially
and residentislly; making out a pood case for taxation on land values (site value).
Dr. Anthony Deavin (Lecturer in Soil Biology, Soil Association, Henry -Doubleday,
Community Land Trust,etc) attempted a little unsuccessfully to inter-relate the fore-
going topics with his own contentions that man is a land animal needing direct contact
with it and the benefits of intensive agri/horti-culture, and hinted at one or two
areas of investigation for possible solutions.

The chairman then made time for those groups present, of which PEOPLE Party was one to
briefly present themselves. He then wound up the open forum session with the question
"hat does it mean to 'return to the land?" which was still relevant even though the
day had been spent on the subject. - K. Michael Benfield.

SECRETARY'S NOTES  Expanding influence of the party hss recessitated secretary Clive
lord co-opting two Regional Secretaries. Please refer all new enquiries/correspondence
to thems They are:

Damon Thompson, 2 Elm Row, Edinburgh, Scotland EH7 U4AA,

Sue Badger, 36 Asby Road, Asby, Workington Cumbria - All new English administrative
counties north of a line from Southport to Scarborough (including new Lancs. and North
Yorks., but not West Yorks, Merseyside or Manchester?.

NEW MEMBFRS: The fact that you are receiving this newsletter indicates that you are
on the list of paid-up members. Anyone requesting specific acknowledgement please
send S.A.E. to Clive Lord.

Su plies of duplicated explanatory literature on PEOFLE are available free of charge
from Clive Lord. Send S.A.E. with your request to enable you to distribute these at
other meetings etc. N

Manifestos available from Lesley Whittaker, 69 Hertford Street, Coventry @ 50p each.
Buy half a dozen or more for sale to intexested people, contacts from other gatherings,
local rates groups etc. .

BRANCH NEWS

Liverpool recently held a very successful public showing of the film "“Limits to Growth" .
35+ people attended, raised many questions and some decided to join us as a result. .
Simple advertising bf hand produced posters around Liverpool established this success
which Liverpool recommend as a good mobiliser. Public collection at the meeting all but
paid for costs incurred. For further information write (SiE) to Peter Murrey, 6 South
Way, Liwerpool 16.

North London Group have just held their first meeting at Dorothy Haywards to discuss
policies and manifesto. Report awaited. They are also hoping to contribute to funds from
the winding up of the survival account.

Cumbria are receiving quite a surprising degree of interest and recruits as a result of
publicity drive and T.V. coverage. This thriving group now offers typing/secretarial
service to all other PEOPLE groups
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the politfcal erponents meetine to promote public awereness of the PEQFLE Partv and’

ol anxron—‘-tn’/* cloricel iscues in renernl., It con also be used to divcrodi* the present
social ecoromic syutem and its representatives by confrontation. This superb S page

booklet is available to anyeone either within or without the party, price Ls Sp from

David J. Tolley, 1% Lower Care, Warwick. (5.A.E. rlease)

Dorkine: The schoolboy brothers Francis and indrew Miller are feeling a bit cut off

ard would welcore contuct/communication. Their address is Fulklands, Harrow Foad,West,
Dorkinm, Surrey. This doesn't mean they've been idle; to the contrary they have been
pettine pood recponse fronm Clerpyren and sugsgest that other branches could try this also.
They are now intending a camnaign on this aprrosch in the Dorking area.

Coventry: Miry Reed has been making inrosds with the Rate-payers action group and the
Local Authority on waste (parer) ecllection. Fichael Benfield has established raport
with the Cathedral who are inerecasingly concerned over matters ecolorical, attending

ard addressing various senﬁk*'yhcetings held by them on related tepicse

LaMa? ’or the nanuinr of "Towsrd Survival® which ceased publication for finuncial

Toutons with their lant (March) issue. Started in June '72 us a discussion journal hoping
to cee the emergence of radienl ideas for the substninable, non growth society, editor/
publisher und enrly days printer Keith Hudson subsidised it out of his own pocket.

Laterly he has been aided in this by the efforts of Tim Bou%uet.

Anyone vho has seen just one or two issues of this sturdy little magnzine will no doubt
agree that Keith more than achieved his aim. For his efforts and those of his
acusintants (not foxr"'tinp his wife June and family) and to all contributors (Margaret
Law-Smith especially), evervone in the nlternatives movement has cause to he prateful.
We in FIOFLZ render particular thanks for the support and publicity which T.S. afforded
us.

WCCLWICH BYE-NLNCTICN now pending followine death of Lsbour member. Is there a local
or rear local FICFLY party member who would like to a) be candidate b) ect as agent
¢) contnct other indenenddis etc who would stend on a FEOPLZ ticket? If so rlease
write Clive Lord who would also be plad to receive other offers of help for this fight.

c . YOU HELP

By retting adverts for The PEOFLZE Partv in your local newspaner, fringe journal/
publicwtion, cérner shop?
b) By actinrc as an official correqpondont to local/national media on behalf of the party?.
c) By attending meetines of other orpanisations as a dalegate, mixing and spreading
the word?
d) By offering yourself us an officinl party speaker 'to attend outside meetinps,
engaperments 1) in your area i1i) anywhere else?
e) iy offerins wny skills/service/assintance to other menherr/vroups?
f£) By sending a repular weekly/monthlys contribution to party funds and/or by collecting
events locully or else-where e.g. Oven Foritw, Film evening, Multi-group conference,
Fetitions, Writing/l'reraring leaflets, etc. etc.? .
If 50 rleace write to re settine out clearly your preferences and time/facilities/
funds available (Xditor) N.B. rleune extend this request to your friends and family.

_ N,5.C, MINBUES: /
oM. Whitterer: Chairman, 69 Hertford Street, Coventry. Tel: 22586

neL. Whittuker: Treasurer, 69 Hertford Street, Coventry. Tel: 22586

“FaM. aAllen: Fanifesto Revisions, 16 “est Park Road, Leeds. Tel: 664669

S. Fur -t Fund Raining, 29 Laurel Roud, liverpool 7.

C. Lord: Secretary, hli Upper Bntley Low lLane, Batley, Yorks. Batley 472767

K.M. Benfield: Nows letter, New Snildines, Trinity Street, Coventryv. Tel: 22048

CENT ¢ is held fo; all xwriq'iiﬁ;;:—ﬁyuingey Whittaker at Barclays Bank,
rent, Covent"y; in the rame of I'L0IiLE, Chegues atc. should just be made out to
FXCFLE, or if you prefer "THE PXOFLS I'.RTY".
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Economy lable's - printed with PROPLE lopo £1/100 if sufficient interest.

- Anti-consumer Christmas Campaign: Volenteers to promote this req'd

Rates Revolution: Feedback please on your activities.

Increased KEC membership: Names of anyone interested in serving to Clive Lord.
Support for other organisations: FeedbakK please on your attendances/impressions
Towards an agreed code: Your thoughts, suggestions on a unifying creed please,

- Newsletter assistance: SKE's or stamps please + orders for extra copies to sell.

'

CORRESPONDENCE —

Open letter in reply to Mr. Abery (February Newsletter).

Dear ¥r. Abery,

The way in which you received the Manifesto was different from most. The literature
which is sent to all new enquirers deals with your points about sponsorship and a
statement that we are a political party..

On your most serious point, on how PZOPLE is to progress towards power, consensus has

not yet crystallized. I can only spell out my own ideas in more detail; and say that

I am not entirely alone in these views. Most people seem to visualise only two ways

to achieve the ‘ecological' revolution ~ personal action and examrle, or ot most pressure-
group activity on the one hand, or dictorship on the other. 4 slight variation on

this is a hope that democratically elected politicians, with the collusion of the Civil
Service, will either renage on a quite different Manifesto, or manage some sort of

‘con trick' on a growth~orientated public, '

Fortunately there is a miadle group which will I belsgve prove both quicker and safer
than either; a period of 'education' (how long I decline to guess) during which
specific ecological scenarios are put to the public, alongside an exposure of how the
perplexing day to day problems are related to the structural defects of a growth
economy. Eventually cnough will come to accept (i.e. vote for) a politically imposed
solution, provided they can see that it applies to everyone else simultaneously, j.e.
they do not feel they are being asked to make an individual sacrifice. Of course the
positive, non material trade-offs we can offer will help.

Clive Lord, 44 Upper Batley Low Lane, Batley, West. Yorks.

Dear Sir,

I am sorry for the delay in answering your letter of February 19th, but I have been in
hospital having a bad leg put right, and my office (trying not to bother me with
correspondence§ has only just forwarded on my mail.,

I must say that I am in agreement with many of your aims, and admire the enterprising
way you have set about your uphill task.

I am afraid that it must be uphill because to suceed requires organisation and that is
a cortly business. Apart from the letter columns and the phone-in programmes most of
the media is closed to you too! .

This is just a short acknowledgement of your letter. Please keep me informed of your
progress and actions.

Lord Lyons of Brighton, 3 Clifton Terrace, Brip;hton,q(P.R. wdviser de Haveld b-t'sm\[f.ub-«w f&.‘{\,)
Dear Sir, — N )

Flease could you put something in the next newsletter about Lifestyle. In a leaflet
about it I rot today, it says "Lifestyle is about:e

1) Living more simply that others may simply live, recognising that our greed denies
other's need; critising our own Lifestyle before we crilicise that of others.

2) Deciding what to buy, how much to spend and what to do without in the light of

the urgent need to conserve the Earth's resources and to distribute them more fairly.
3) Not being led on by advertisements into buying what we do not in fact want; taking
what opportunities we can of challenging wasteful packaging and built in obsolescence;
and it goes one .

Copies of the leaflet can be got from The Dean of Britol, The Deanery, 20 Charlotte

Street, Bristol B51 SPZ. It seems very good to me.
Francis Miller, Falklands, Harrow Road, West, Dorking, Surrey.
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WAL, Jue casue

I would like to offer this statement by Illich in Celebration of Awareness. although
it is completely different from the one you published, I think it expresses what we
are tryin~ to do very well. It is called "A Call to Celebration" and was written

by him and two friends.

This call to face f-cts rather than deal in illusions,
~ to like chanpe rather than rely on enpineering.
« is5 an attempt to re-introduce the word tcelebration' into ordinary English.

I and many others, known and unknown to me, call upon you;
To celcbrate our joint power to provide all human beings with the food, clothing
and shelter they need to delight in living.

To discover together with us, what we must do to use mankinds power to create the
humanity, the dipgnity and the joyfulness of each one of us.

To be responsibly aware of your personal ability to express your true feelings and
to- gather us together in their expression.

I hope this is of interest to you. With best wishes,
Francis Miller, Falklands, Harrow Road West, Dorking, Surrey.

Dt _Bowl Heturning?
Many Texas farmers fear that the ‘Dust Bowl! of the nineteen thirties is making a
comeback. The Texas High Plains, covering about 35,000 square miles, is one of the
richest areas in food and fiber in the U.S. But last year wheat in the region yielded
only half of a pood year's produce. Adverse weather is one cause. In addition,

some sy that the Ogallala aquifer, a vast underpround lake irrigated the plains,

is drying up. H. Burleigh, director of the Texas Water Development Boards, says:

“The specter of rlobal want is becoming a disturbing potential, not just a matter of
cocktail hour speculation.”

EXTRAGTS DIGTST

ettt

Drip Irrigation

"Drip irrigation" (used for some time in Israel) is now being successfully employed

in the U.S. Results? Southern California avocados, lemons, grapefruit are surprisingly,
grown on LS-degree slopes; grapes are cultivated in an area where water is scarce.
Viater is brought to the fields via underground mains, pumped through filters and

mixed with fertilizer. Then it flows through polyvinyl chloride pipes to be slowly
released on crops. The method greatly reduces the amount of both water and fertiliser
used.

P,
Supporting Business_ .

Efficiency and flexibility have put Americs's big corporations at the center of the
western way of life, says editor John Cobbs in Business Week. "In the last five years,
however, something has gone badly wrong," he writes. “Caught in an explosive inflation
and wracked by two painful recensions, an increasing number of gisnt corporations can
no longer claim either flexibility or efficiency. They have lost control of their
costs, lost their access to copital, mi€judged their markets, and diversified into

lipes of business they do not understand.”

The magazine concludes: "The giant corporations have become so important to the
U.S. economy that .government does not dare let one pgo under."

e et

"Doomsday Decade’l

‘Our time is ho different from any other'- at least that is what some peaple saye.
Max Lerner, the syndicated columnist, disagrees.

"One thing we are certain of is that this decade is like no otherfﬁorld has known,
in its staggerinp revelations of corruption in high places, its conjunction of new
and unexpected crises in energy, food and other resources, and its danger spots

of possible ravaging wars"; he writes. "None of us can ignore the onrush of brutal
events which makes this the Doomsday Decade and will at best send it down in history
as the Survival Seventies.
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4s long as we countenance violence, consider personal pain to be more important than
equitye..ese and are willing to hend the law for ourselves in the pursuit’of wenlth,
power and personal gratification ..... we will have a society receptive to illict
enterrrise generally."

Sfreakich Weather

World focd recerves have dropped to less than a month's supply, the lowest point
since VWorld Yar II. Yet, durine the Year, the world's population incremsed by nenrly
80,c00,080 reoplel Such a tirht food cituntion rears difher crrices for your proceries.e.
ess The key roint beirz made by weather exrerts is that the weather has become more
frearish, that is, more vurisble nnd extreme, with more frequent floods, drousrhts,
cold and hot spells. All that is bad for rrowing crops.

Joseph Fletcher, of the National Scicnce Foundnution in Washineton, D.C., states that
there is "clear evidence. that renarally unfavoruble chunges are in progresns.®
Similarly, a group of westher exnerts concluded:

"The direction of climate chuanges indicates mnjor crop failures almost certainly
within the decade. This, coinciding with a period of aimost none-existent grain
reserves, can be ignered only at the risk of pgreat suffering and mass starvation"...

eeo In the past, crop losses dus to drourhts in lands such as Indis were, to o
defree, made up by purchases or ;ifts from foed surpluses in the United States. One
renson for such sunluses was that, until a few years ago, wenther conditions were
very favourable there. Zut now governrment weather scientist James F¥eduipr snya:
"Le probability of getting amother 15 consecutive Yyears that good is about one to
1c,coo.n

++o Many scientists feel that human systems may be at least partly responsible for
the unfavourable weather! For one thing, man is upsetting the natural balance in
rany areas b stripning forests and fields of their vegetation, exposirg Ll :o2}
to sun, wind and cold. and wher. that hnprens, rainfall often decreases...

Vilesbarba, i5 a mountain village of south Ecuadors...

seo The temperature at Yilcabamba hovers at 56 or 67 degrees Fahrenheit throughout
the whole year. HNaturally such a clirate results in profuse vegitation...

eos The oldest inhabitant of this rmountain villape is arcanpel Corpio, said to be

125 yeers old. hArcangel is a large man with furopean features. Kis f.ce is surprisingly
free of wrirkles for a ren of his sge. He recalls simple things, such as the days

when he and his futher would take long walks through the woods looking for berries

apd wild gouts to milk.

Do=s a special diet account for Arcangel’'s long life? .ppurently not; he enjoys
ordinary thinms like potatoes, hominy, beans, lentils snd Yucca. Residents of
Vilcepamba also repulerlv eat errs, cheese and nmilk, but not much ment. The lifeayyle
in 7ilcabambe, as the food, is simple. The workday beprins at surup and lnsts untid
nightfell, when each one returns home to rest...

«es longevity is comron at Vidgabambn. An ar=zing 16.4 percent of its inhuhitunts
are over sixty years of ape,~while the figure is only U6 for the rest of rurnsl
fcuadorees

seo *hat accounts for the gre=t sges reached by inhabitants of Vilcabamba? A number
of factors are invelved. Cne is evidently their neacful way of life. World news
keedlines cause no stir here, According to one survey, only seventy-‘ive reorle

in the whole valley had radios. These people work hurd at minual labour und their
rrinciral interesct is in family 1ife at home.

Fs a diet, the inhabitants of this valley have a low-calorie intnke, everaging about

1,290 rer day, with the hirbaat being 1,760, They also eart frech fruit daily. ut,

barond this, their food i=n cuite cormon. Seoking nnd drinking of alcoholic beverases
er: moderate arony older peonle,

The water sursly ray be ancther factor in lorg life at Vilcubamba. Here the witers
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wns nearly equal to that of disiilled water."

Clean air also plays its part in longevity. Vilcabamba lies at the entrance of the
Amazon jungle. One scientist estimated that S0 per cent of the earth's pure oxygen
is produced by the irmense foreste..

ees Could it be that a more tranquil life-niyle along with hard physical work would
&olve myny of the health problems of today's urbanized society?...

4 new ncience of life
The winners of this year's New Gcientist Schools' essay competition are typical of
the morose response of most children to the theme "If scientists ruled the world..."
There was no need for an “if" because the children think that scientists already do
rule much of it. That beirp the cnse, they are on paper fairly hopeless about their

chincea. of leadings fruitful adult lives...

seeThe first prize winner, David Bannister, sped 16, sums it up: "The specislised
functions of a community are carried out rore efficiently but there is a lack of
complete vision.... Ther is no balanced developmert for mankind."

ees In a srmall office, full of adults, they were asked to re-enact the preqentatxon
repeatedly under the glare of television arc lights.

Important medin-men with microrhones kept asking them whether they thourht the world
could rurvive., Put they kept their cool under this pressure better than they had in
rrint. "Takénp the scientific attitude," replied David Barnister judiciously, "I

have insufficient data to know whether the situation will come out to the good or
not', -

lnlu:tI)Ql_olw!osy_tﬂn_hgw_hgd by John Papworth.

eee The people of Switnmerland have shown themselves to be generations shead of the rest
of the world. We tend to accept it as normal that local government can only perform
thone functions decreed to it by the national government. In Switzerland the national
{ovcrnront can only perform those functions (and none other) as decreed by its
constitudt cantons. It is for this renson that the Swiss claim that theirs is not a
country bnt a confederation. Since it is not a country it cannot even have a foreign
policy, it therefore abides by a strict rule of neutrality in the affairs of its
neirhbours nnd refuses to have any truck with merbership of the United liations.

Put the Swiss experience points to one aren where it has failed to implerent the

workinr rractice of its political derocracy; that is in its economic institutions.

liure national and multinationnl concerns (not least in the field of barking and
finance) are subverting Swiss politieal democracy simply becausze wilh their vas

advertising budrets they nre able to estublish the rhnnev‘va]ues of consumerism. It

is thrne values which nre beinr used to establish the torrin ofdetate in the political
arenn and thus pre-empting politienl decisions even before they core to be discusseds

ees It is doubtful if a more blatent and insidious threst %o liberty has apnpenred

in madern times thap that of fhu riant nationpl or multinational eorrorations. Ard

it ir rart of the world-wide gecession of the ro-called *left' from r radicnlisr, and
even from reality, that the app arance of these monster complexes is greet~d with an
alrmost bovine indifference. Trade Unions barpain with them, so-called socimlist
roveraments sipn lucrative contacts with them, socislist journsls discuss earnestly

what purt they should play, and nowhere 3s their existence, or their rirnt to exist,
challerred st all., Yet it is thene complexes, often with budrets outstrirring those

of nntinnnl rovernments, and which nre expanding anl developine st a prodigious rate,
which nre in the vanrunrd of the gadarcne rush to consumerism which is sweepins the
worid, exhausting its resources, rollutinr the environrent and vromotinT an ;ﬂoslculable
threat to the freedom of the citizen and the very exiitence of civilisation. Seldom

in a1l history has so rmuch power been encom-rassed in the hands of so few private peonle
answerable to robody but themselves. And siill we are only at the earliest reaches of
thic developsant, a development, it is not difficult to foresee, which may well end in
vittu«l control of the world by a consortium comprised of a mere handful of such

giants. oo

The Destruction of local Governments...Politically it is possible to note a similar
(11
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the measures taken by the rovernments of Britain, Italy., France and other countries
to 'reform' local governrent., Reform is simply a bare-faced euphemism for destruction,
for what has been effected here is the nholition of the smallest units of rovernment
by rrouring the vowers thev formerly emercised into the miw of much larger units

more susceptible to central governrent fiat and cortrol. ...

ess Freedom is not meant aSombstract principle which may or may not come down to
earth in the form of a 'free' election every five yesrs, on election in which rival
party hucks centend for the privileres, the rerks and the peneral pny off from
arczointment by the chief pruarty hack to one public ofice or another., Ratheris freodom
seen as p rexlity to be lived in terms of mukine decisions in concert with others
about nine tenths of the matters cormonly at present usurped by central povernments,

" matters about schools and education - in themcelves oné of the mout vital aspects
of freedom - about the structure, staffing and operation of all kinds of local
governii-»L services, especially the police, wbout the use of lansunze, forms of dress,
ratterns of sexuality, means of communication «nd so on and so on.

'Berd the Hesdquarters!

Even now many socialists of the old school seem quite unable to grasp what this
revolution is 11 about and how it is tipping the old concents of pro-ress throursh
mast=party structures, rass party headquarters, mass party leaders und mass party
discipline into the dusthins of history. ..

sce It is hecoming increasingly evident thot the political and economic arranpements
of the big units, far from working at all, are guite simply breaking down. Indeed
the future of the big sowers is now being freely propnosticated in terms of the total
collapse of their naper cur-encies, mussive unemoloyment, widerrrend siocial unrest
end rcbellion and rreater and greater measures of repressicn and coercion by the
state, itself lurgely a machine of war...

ees “hen that link is established (hetween'defe:ing ideolories) we may expect

the world to chunge and the pronpects of a new and more hoveful phaie in humon nffairs
to orzn upe This will not karren because peonle want it, even thourh they do; it will
re:ult from the uwnreritting efforts of a £mall minority (us alwayvs!) to establish
those organisational lin¥s and those working structures irbued with a clearsirhted
momentum towards objectives which at present are so ratently lucking. The need

now, &s never befere, is for orranisine and building, to lay that croundwork of
ntructure which will help to znke the Fourth World a reality. 'Our lack is nothing

but our leave' . .

* The fourth orld is the world of small nations, the colonies within states, the
Mohawks, the Basques, the lLarps, the Welsh. Those who want decentralised, smull-
scale forms of organisation and the fulfilmet of human values. Zditer.

Prorramme pour une nouvelle culture

Hene Lumont, professor ut the agronomic institute of Paris-Grignon, wis nominated

by more than n hundred ecolopical cocieties us their candidates for the Fresidency

of france in 1974. These are extracts from his election munifusto.

eee There are Solutions:- ..- P

- The rriczey of weil-beirg over the accumulation of gcods, and the quality of life
over the standard of livirs,

= EZquilibrium between vroduction, consumntion, population ond resources.

- Transference to the whole porulation, men snd womer, within the framework of their
corzunities, of the pouwer to orymnine themselves, mike their own decisions, as well
a3 the power to accuire the-recensary information.

- HRecpect for technical and cultural diversity., of hurman beings and of sociul proups.

= the use of decentralised production techrniocues, nonrolluting and busei on renewable

racources as, for exs=rley ualar enorpy (soft technolopy).

= Decentralisation of power st a]]'neogrephicnl levelr (repions, department., communes,
ounrtiers).

= Cblir:tory informntion to asceccintions nbout the décisions which concern them, and
access to the decision-mnkinge rrocedures. :

~ The prossibility of legel intervention by the as:ociation before the harmful projects

ore bemun, . . e
~42 settire up of loeal reans of corrunication which will allow everyone to exjpress

(1°)
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SYOTTESTT eI soeves s 1SUULLLAVE UL WUIRLOK OOUTS AnQ rates oI working.'
= By social inuvestments (creches, hospitals) the most productive of all.
= By changing industrial production to more durable, useful and less polluting products.
This is especially ronsible for the motor car.
-~ By altering agricultural policy so as not to favour the moneylenders. Confining
of subsidies to activities which do not destroy the natural equilibria,
~ By reorientation and development of services such as preventive medicines, state
education, permanent citizenship to the foreign workers, the protection of nature
and the strugrle apainst pollution...
The Redistribution of Wealth
Democratising education, increasing low wages, helping the aged... is not enough.
The redistribution of wealth involves above all a move towards;
= Greater equality in the conditions and environment of work, housing and health.
~ Greater equality for all in quality and standard of life - a fairer relationship
between the prices of agricultural and industrial products.
- Financially it requires a complete re-thinking of the distribution of the national
wealthe
= Giving the major part of public money to the local comminities.
= Economising by avoiding waste.
- Giving priority to social spending for the betterment of the environment of the
underprivileged.
- A peneralised tax on pollutions.
But don't wait for things to change by themselves. Only you have the power to change
them.
They have not told you this. But it is true.
= There is no life left in the Baltic Sea; soon there will be none 1a the Mediterranean.
~ Each time you take your car away for the weekend, France has to sell a gun to
one of the petrol-producing countries of the Third World.
=~ Intoxication by exhaust pases and tabacco cause as many road accidents as drunkenness.
=~ In order to travel 10,000 kilometers, one has to devote 1,500 hours to one's car
(earning the money to buy and maintain it, driving time, waiting in traffic jams,
hospitalisation). This comes to 6 kilometers an hours, the rate of a pedestrian.
- Winter 1974, Morlaix flooded: the hedges which held the rain in the soil having
been destroyed. Lisbon and Florence had already suffered the aame fate.
~ Each year 100,000 hectares of agricultural land vanish under concrete.
= The Maine-Montparnasse building consumes as much electricity as a town of 25,000
inhabitants.
= According to the technocrats, 80% of the French people will live in the towns
in 1985. According to a recent poll, 70% of the French people want ta live in
the country.
But Have They Told You That...o
-~ Domestic heating and production of hot water by solar energy is practicable now.
- The recycling of aluminium requires eight times less energy than its production
from or-es.
~ The richest beds of tin are the rubbish dumps of the big towns.
~ The train uses four times less enerpy per passenger/kilometre than the car.
- An agriculture which respects the soil and relies on natural precesses obtains
excellent yields, with a minimum of chemical fertilizers and dangerous pesticides.
TowAnt! AN ACIEA NAVYE ¢ L Ton g - b DNgryze A
"The world is as it is because we are all living against each other; it cannot be
different until we live for ench other."
eseoPolitics and morality - Reform or Revolution?
Many people have said: "The world is the way it is becnuse we are all wicked, so we
must start changing our ways to pget a better world." This is a personal or moral
approach, Others have said " We behave as we do because the rules of society are
wrong; we need to change the rules." This is a political approach.

Political workers choose one of two ways to try to bring change; reform and revolution.

The reformer assumes that society is basically good, snd that the bed things can be

put right little by little. The revolutionary assumes that society is rotten, and

must be broken down before a better one can be built...

"There's a word for what's wrong with the world. It's called Alienation. "

eeo How far can reform go? In theory all the way to full, hostile gquality. Thzaigzy
servative dream; a property owning democracy; eq

:ﬁ :g;pzzfgizi?taggaghisfgtzegogfegreed and dmbition 1? perfoect balance. Luckiiy

for un; thirx nightumnrnepnradise is unlikely to bo ra:ehed, though it is the x%gﬁ,




el o LT T \we mualever; out Tnat tne rest of us are prepared, to fight
each other for what's left. So the very fact that livipg against each other sets

a limit to how far reform can go. VWhen a society gets to this point, we can say

that it is 'mature'. The great ages of reform have ended. We should be grateful

for all reforms that have been won - Gsually in the teeth of bitter opposition. They
make life for most of us better than it would have been; but they still leave things
very wrong. The worst thing about mature society is this; some institutions, once used
by a powerful group to keep other people in their place, or to live on their backs,
become living monsters in their own right. Examples of these are the Church
establishment, the money system and the Party, or political bureaucracy - often after
a political revolution. These living monsters grow so powerful that they dominate
our whole lives. Weak and strong alike, we become robots to their inhumans laws.
This is the stage of alienation proper.

Some people refuse to believe this process is happening; you can't see this sort of
monster as jou can see a person. So they blame the managers of the money system or
the groups which gain most from it. The argument is that since some groups are

still able to take advantage of the money system, they must be running it. But the
total powers needed to do this have been taken away by reform. A human tyranny has
been curbed to release an inhuman one...

How long does a mature society last?...

eso What happens then? History shows us that several things can happen. Cccasionally
society disintegrates all together, giving way to a return of the 'dark ages', More
often, total revolution or foreign conquest (usually the latter) cancels all the rules,
gives a new group total power, and the whole precess starts again. More often still
the change is not so dramatic. Perhaps peacefully, rerhaps via a coup or partial
revolution, a strong man comes to power. He is able to take at least some control of
the runaway engine ~ at the price of many of the 'democratic practices' won from the
old order. But the new restrictions on freedom renew the drive to reform.

Where does this leave reform and revolution? The reformist hope that the 'improvement®
in the rules would itself change our ways, has not been met. The revolutionary
insists that in real revolution the people as a whole will take power. But this,

as we have just seen, requires the veoprle to be for each other as a whole - the very
condition which the revolution is, or chould be out to achieve. Likewise, the
reformer, seeking changes in the rules for competition to co-operation needed a real
reforming drive in this direction from the people the rules were to change. So both
reform and revolution requirest? condition of success the very thing they intend ¢o
create - a real human society.

£
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Talking about Land_ by Joanne Bower

+ss The Oxford Farming Conference of 5-7th January 1975... it was perhaps a little
paradoxical to hear so much of their (farmers) desperate situation when 850 of them
could converge on Oxford for this occassion to debate the theme 'Farming for Survival',
Those in danger of not surviving were no doubt hard &t it on their farms.

++e the single reference to 'small is beautiful' came from a speaker who farms 3,800
acres, is chairman of a farmers' co-operatige, a director of an oil seed company end
of two frozen food processing companies. Sir Michuel Culme-Seymour certainly talked

of stewardship and the duty of the farmer, to hand over an estate in a better condition
than he found it. His statement "You do not own the land, the land owns youf\might well
be written on the brow of every farmer, Sir Michuel also recognised that a fram
divided into small tenant holdings does better than a lurge: enterprise, but regarded
8CC acres as the sort of farm-unit which an individual could adequately handle. Cold

(14)
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livestock received no support, while others felt confident that intensive animal
production would continue, using #11 aveilable land for production of red reat, and
producing white meat from intemsive units. This seems to suppest e painful ignorance of
the world food situntion...

oee The sccent, Wis tao much on exploitation of 1and snd capital and on profitability

to be very heartening for an ecrlogist. True, John Cyster, frming 700 acres in
purtnership, jrenched sel f-cufriciéency. He was poinp to be more enreful sbout the kind
of fertilizers he wsed, and supoested a drawing in of horns regarding the'excensively
intensive toriculiursl methods of the last decade'. lHe was using no bourht-in feed
~ingstuffs except minerals, and was prowing his own seeds in defiance of a warning from
the British Seeds Council. He dropped o sorawhat alarmine hint about first-class

firns who do the former's accounting work provided he used the ripght kind of fertilizer,
which seems to indicate that dominution of agriculture by big business will die hard.

The effects of cupitul Transfer Tax proposed in the present Finance Bill were cenerally
sgreed to be of sinister portent to farmers, and something which the NFU and CLA

could fight on & joint front, to prevent a tslow grindirgdnwn until nationnlisation

of 1snd becores inevitable'. A sugpestion that next year's conference mirht include
consideration of Community Land Trusts, now beinpexperimented with in Americ., and
which could provide an alternstive to nationalisation, was received with no enthusiasm.

Much was made of the fipure of only 1.8 of the population beiny, involved in farming,
with consequent lack of adequante representation in Parlimant. Perhaps furmers should
remecber that 1(X%. o f the population is involved in consumption...

O

NEWS LR
“ADLINE for news and views to be included in next newsletter 3rd May 1975.

AVOLOGLES for the lute sppearance of this issue of newsletter due to:

a) Copying bureau ceasing business and awaiting alternative to open.

b) Postal delsys in receipt of other material for inclusion in the mailing

= we hope that this combined March/Avril edition mokes up for this.

YOUR OFINTCHS are requested on the size, style and content of the newsletter. Hopefully
it hus improved since we sturted publicstion but your suggestions and criticisms

would be welcome.

FLEAST HLSUKE THAT THIS NEWSLETTER 18 CIRCULATED TO ALL MZMBERS OF YOUR GROUP AND !
oTHtiS INTHRLTUD.

.A_(‘:_KNl WwLEDG SKEN'!:_S_ )
Towards Survival - 79 Sutton Avenue, Coventrye.
Résurgence - 275 Kings Road, Kingston, Surreye.
Awake - .
Undercurrent - 275:Einchley Road, Léndon N.W.3.
The Sunday Times - Fleet Street, Wondon.

ETTUSTIONS VACART:

VIGETARTAN COOK/ other staff for proposed non profit making shop/resteurant/information
centre in Coventry. llelp to spread the word by practical example. Low wages and
accomodation by arrangement improving as the venture prospers. Surplus funds ploughed
back into establishing similar ventures, stock and donations to PEOF1E funds. Write

c/o Editor.

ALVEIPISTIG AGUNCY EXECHTIVE to help shift the emphasis of an established arency to
vromoting enterprives favourable to a stable society and develop new techniques which
will promote this cause by practical demonstration. Sirminghenm & hidlunds. Write

c/o tditor.

cont/eee
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Cur lact iScue set out how costs were militating against the continued protnction of

the tyre of newsletter which we feel you should have, This month we rerort the

poscing, for financial reasons, of "Towsrds Survival" with which may of yon will be
fariliar, Until September 1974, in addition to the time spent in rreparine and producing
each issue (75/20 hrs. Fer month) the cost of al) newsletters, including rostage, was
wet entirely from my own pocket. As with the February edition, thir cvrrent ircue

ir also being heavily subsidised directly by me.

I moke no secret of tHe fact that I am at odds with the remainder of the NEC over
subscriptions, beleivinm that to be truly effective in the hard bitten commercial
world in which we 1lve, our annual fees should be conriderably higher.

We do not receive cash backing from vested interests, as do the Conservative and
Labour parties,snd even the Communist party charges £3 p.a. (levied at 15p/month for
which one receives a membership card only.) Trade Union dues usually tot up to
betw~on  £10 and £25 p.a. whilst subs to most professional organisations/institutes
range from £12 p.a. to £50 p.a. we all know how little is obtained from any of them.

The mercape is simple and seems clear enoupgh to me. If you haven't got substantial
outside backing (which we haven't) and you don't levy sizeable fees (which we don't)
then you can't function properly.

At this stage in the national development of the PEOPLE party I beleive it is

esnential that we should have a solid, regular medium of communication - the newnletter.

This hos several functions:-

To:

a) Keep everyone informed as to activities of NEC, branches and T&e

b) Convey ideas and rgport progrees.

c) Provide relevant information from external sources.

d) Trovoke dincussion and action.

e) Be circulated to the outside world to show that we exist and are active, purpofreful
and ureful. . .

f) Provide a link with and for other organisantions.

g) Enable FIOILE to be relevant and of service to the rest of the eco~movement.

h) PRroandly promote PEOPLE as the political umberella for all environmentalists.

i) Act as a medium for recruitment.

For thece reasons I now need your help, I would like to raise £300 immediately to
enable production to continue in its present form.

Whether or not you are a paid up member of the party, if you feel as I do and beleive
that the newsletter should continue in its present form please send me a donation
towards this fund by return. To save receipts and postage, acknowledgement will be
in the next newsletter. For your convenience I enclose a reply paid envelope (G.P.O.
will re-direct it). Tlease use it now.

Thank you,

Yours Sincerely,

Michnel Benfield. ;

SITUATICHS VACANT CONTINUED...

ALTHRNATIVE IDTATE RGLICY. Opportunity exists within established practive to serve the
growing alternatives movement as a national clearing house for information on new
villnges, communes, small holdings, farms and other suitable property. Chance to really
do something worthwhile by helping others establish the alternative soclety and '
demonstrate its practicability. Based Coventry. Write with deteils of age, experience,
and how little you can afford as basic wage c/o Editore

YOUR ADVERTISEMENTS may be included in Newsletter.
COST: As much as you can affords= Minimum 50p




