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ot aood luck
IN A WEEK t;‘.al fus brought the dauating but not J O H N L U C K

wholly unexpeeizd announcement of a probable 10 to

20 per cent incraase in the counly raee, it is good o :
hear of people like Mr John Luck. M A ,(ES H l S MARK
Mr Luck caused a few cynizal evebrows to be

raised when he successfully stoed for clection 1o

Rothzr Distriet Council on an Ezology Parly ticke. s

If any of his R!low counczillors did nol at first I N S US SEX
take him and his cavse seriously, they surcly do now.

. Far Mr Luck has saved Rother Council between <
£5,000 and £6.C00. ]

M He did so by pointing out (o the council thal it
was entilled 10 a Government subsidy 1 help with a
house insulation programme. Mr Luck culled this
information from an cnyironmental pressure group
called Friends of the Earth., Council officers had ‘not
been awarz of the subsidv because the Department of
the Environment had not forwurded details of it — a
Whitehall slip that can be ill-afforded in these times.

County council chiefs say that they must prune a
further £3,000.000 from next vear's alrsady savagely
wrimmsd budget if the county ratle increase is to be
kept 1o betwzen [0 and 20 peroconl. U is a severe
example of a dilemma which faces all councils at
present.

Astute councillors such as Mr Luck will not
win (he war against rising rales in one fell swoop.
But as we embark on another year of belt tightening,
it is the sorl of gesture that should be encouraged and
applauded,

bussn bxprev; (s’ Counly Herald, Fr'dav Jan 14 1977
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EDITORIAL

Response tc the last newsletter in terms cof articles submit-
ted has been very enccuraging, and guite confounds a few
pessimists whe thought that nobody would write anything. The
most curicus aspect of the various contributions, however, .
was that - 2lmost avery cne came with 2 hint of apology along
the lines of “"I'm not very gocd at writing but since ycu
want articles sc much here's my effort". Teople are clearly
not filled with confidence at the prospsect of writing for
their own newsletter. I ... reminded of the first time I
wrote to the press, about 3 years ago; I think the letter
toock me about 3 days to write.

In view ¢f this it's probably worth me putting in a few 2xtra
words of encouragement; don't worry if your spelling or
grammar is somewhat lacking - 1'm guite happy to tidy up odd
bits like that. Just say what you want to say and let me

have it. It dcesn't need to be lecng - in fact short articles
have much to recommend them. Anything between 50 and 400
words is acceptable, but if you neecd more, use them.

Lo you have a file in which to keep ycur newsletters? with
the letter becoming an organ for policy debate you may wish
to refer back to clder issues, particularly if postal voting
on pelicies is introduced (It-hasn't been formzlly discusszd
yet, but it is a possibility).

v

' The only;diséppdintment regarding articles was the poor

showing of reports from grcups. Fossibily some people were
caught: on_the hog, thinking there was another month before
the next létter., so here are the publication dates to pre-
vent future confusion: the letter should appear on the 15th
February, April, June, August, October and December., Last
jates for.articles will be the beginning of each month
stated. The short gap between this letter and the previous
one results from the prevics one being cver one month late.

There will not be rcom in this issue for a specific subs
reminder so here it is -- send us ycur pennies. Flease.

Por the sake of honesty I should note that the picture of

me on the front page is not typieczl, If you ever meet me
wearing & tis and with my hair combed, it's probably election
time.

¥
n

Does anybody have 2 reascnable type-writer they can af@ord
to give away or sell cheap ? Our one seenms to have an in-
curable lean to it. (Witness this and previous letter).

*x %% x*¥NEXT N,E.C. MEETING***¥**
SUNDAY 13th MARCH. 2.00 p.:=.
121 Selly Park Road, Birmingham 29. Tel: 021-472-1088
ALL WELCUME.



WALSALL NORTH: Seeds in Stony Ground.

For an exhausting campaign to end in the small hours of a

wet November morning with only 181 votes was a painful
experience. For the small army of. address-labellers, and for
the Party at large , it must have been a great disappointment
to see our result inicold print in the newspaper post-
mortems. But neither apoldogy nor commiseration is called

for, and walsall may soon be remembered as the somewhat im-
probable source of our gathering momentum rather than as the
sump for our didillusion.

In political terms Walsall North is the stoniest ground we
have yet attempted to cultivate - but by the same token the
type where we must ultimately succeed if we are to move from
being another intellectual préssure group to significance as
a political force, The constituency is a microcosm of. the
ills of our society: a landscape scarred by generations of
industrialism, systems of manufacturing, electricity
production, transport which beg innumerable gquestions about
waste and pollution,. vast housing estates where acres of
land could be transformed from desolation to productive
rlots and where urban decay could be z2rrested if only people
were not oppressed by their harsh enviroment and so

nurtured in dependence on large arganisations which they
neither comprehend not care for.

Viewed in that way "only 181 votes" becomes "181 people
persuaded of the relevance to their predicament of an un-
known party with a distinctive philosophy that rejects ~— — -
conventional wisdom without intolerance". And there can be

no doubt that we besgan to ring more bells than the vote alone
suggests. The nucleus of a local organisation exists in the
sympathetic response of a group of teachers at a comprehen-
sive school and of individuals impressed by the campaign.

The local radio station is aware that we have something

fresh to say.

On the doorstep one person in four admitted the essential
wisdom of our case, and the widespread but unarticulated
concern about our disintegrating modes of life should dis-
pose of the myth that the ecological movement is 2 selfish
middle-class fad., Our name and our message were widely im-
planted in minds which may then be receptive when we take
up local issues in future campaigns, and more generally the
fact that we did what we are in husiness to do, namely to
fight elections, has provoked a stream of enguiries and
invitations to address meetings.

At the mundane level of organisation we achieved on a
shoestring and with innumerable handicaps - - no resident



supporters at the start, countrywide dispersal of helpers,
little experience 2nd limited time - - the satisfaction of
distributing to every one of 32,000 households an attractive
election address, the production: of an excellent poster and
several intelligent 'instant' leaflets, a knowledge  of
election procedures and campaign tactiecs, and the en~
thusiastic commitment of many people.

So, to everyone who helped, my profound appreciation of
your support, practical and moral. And to members at large,
a plea not to be disheartensd: walsall was not a dead-end,
or an excuse to give up - our cause is too important for
that. Wwhat matters now is to interpret the experience and
employ the commitment. The N.E.C. feels it advisable not

to fight another Parliamentary elesction until such time as
a constituency has a wzll-founded group in the area (though
this policy will be under permanent review and needs debate
in these pages), but we have the challenge of the County
Council elections in May. A gcodly spread of candidates then
looks feasible 2nd will maintain the impetus of Walsall.

Jonathan Tyler.
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LEFENCE LEBAYE GUES INTO GEAR

To put our defence in the hands of a small, heavily armed
force not only increases the risk of annihilation by a
similar armed foreign power, but 2lso creates an internal
threat to democracy.

1t is my cpinion that the best way to defend the interests

of our country is to ensure that it is ungovernable except

as a democracy. The best way to ensure that this is the case
is to entitle every citizen to training in the skills
necessary to wise guerilla warfare, and to set the level cf
remunergtion for those taking training such that the majority
of citizens take advantage of the entitlement.

Incidentally, I am sympathatic to the wview that what 1is
generally regarded as ocur main threat i.e. Soviet military
strength, stems as much from 2’ fear of ‘'capitalist' imperial
tendencies as it does from any desire to impose 'Communism'
on the rest of the world. Such a fear may be unreasonable,
but we should not be surprised, considering the overt

nature of the imperialism practised by this country in.

the not so distant past.

Laurence A Thompson, Caithness.



HUw T0O LEFERD AN BCO- SUCIETY - Ixtracts from 2 lengthy

article submitted by Dean wayland.

gur goal of minimum disruption of the Ecosphere precludes
the use of Nuclear, Biological or Chemical (N.B.C.) or
"heavy" conventional wszapon systems (tanks,bombers,battle—
ships etc.). Our dzfence systcm should therefore be designed
to make their use impractical both for us and any poteantial
agressor.

Thus, I see a future Defence system constructed like this :-

1) A new agreement and organization to replace N.A.T.O.
which excludes the U.3.A. and is a purely Europsan effort.

2) The creation of a European Self Defence Force with units
from all nations who have signed the new treaty. The
funetion of this force would be to spearhead our defence
on the borders between East and West, their main task
being to neutralize and delay enemy heavy wsapons, SO -
a8 to give sufficient tite for tks nreporpation of our
main. defences. :

3) They would be trained and equiped to employ guerilla
style tatics, thus eliminating the traditional front.
line and mixing eppoesing forces in the field, making
the use of heavy conventional and N,B.C. weapons a
self aefeating process as the destruction of one means
the destruction. of botk.

4) 'The main defence consists of Regular Sslf-Defence and
gelf-Defence Militia forces organiged on a national
basis. Bvery willing and able man and women would
serve in the Militia. (Freedom has 2 price and our
regular troeps should not pay the cost alone).

This strategy of mass defence should ensure peace, for if
we as a whole skow that we have no desire to become another
Communist state then Russia will, if they have any sense,
think twice before going to war with us. The technique of
guerilla warfare using sophisticated weapons has as yet to
be proved in battle. But interesting clues to its possible
offectiveness can be scen from examining some recent wars:

the 1973 Middle East war demonstrated that mere infaniry
armed with man-portable anti-tank missiles could stop
an armoured attack.

the Vietnam war demonstrated that a relatively small
and unsophisticated force could defeat a large and
highly sophisticated force.

we must zlso remembsr that N.A.T,0. is committed to first



strike policy in the event of attack, so that in N.A.T.U.'s
own estimation it would only be 48 hours before the first
H-bombs were falling on the civilian population.

Finally, as long as an Eco-Society remains non-Nuclear and
decentralised the risk, of being attacked is much reduced
for the following reasons :-

a) The only way to defeat a resisting decentralised society
is to wipe it out.

b) 1In military terms there is no justification for lauan-
ching expensive H-bombs against someone who cannot
harm youw. unless you actually inwvade his territory.

Dean €. Wayland. Stevenage.

*xkxk NEWS FROM LOCATL GROUPS *¥ka#

Devon

A group has recently formed basesd on Ixeter: an inaugural
meeting held in January, at which Jonathan Tyler spoke,
attracted over 60 people.

Puture events include:

-~ "Bconomic Growth - what Next?", a talk by a University
economics lecturer on Feb 18th.

—— A talk by Teddy Goldsmith on March 5th.

—— 4 fund raising disco on Marck 19th.

We would very much like to put up some candidates for the
County Council elections - however none of us are able to
stand ourselves for 2 variety of reasons. If anyone in
Tevon reading this would like to stand, please get in
touch with me as we can offer support, funds, ten
CENVASSETE oiovorees s we just need 2 candidate.

Peter Frings
3 Mowbray Ave, Exeter.
Tel: 52857.

The present count of candidates ini and around is 5, one



being in Bradford, the remaining four in Leseds itself. One
of these, Stephen Waldzsnbsrg, is running on a joint Libsral
Farty-Ecology Farty ticket. Concern has been voiced abous
this both in the N.E.C. =2nd in Leeds Branch, but on balance
the feeling is that we have morzs to g2in than to lose.
Stephen will he fighting the same ward which he previously
fought as a "pure" Liberal and .has moved towards the Ecology
Farty largely as & result of having an Ecelogy candidate
stand against him last year.

leetings are now being held fortnightly, with fundraising

being a common discussion topic. The candidates kave alread s
chipped in £100 but we naturally need more.

Ire-election leafleting has 2lready started in one ward
using A5 size leaflsts (half the size of this page) which
are cheap and yet have space to say gquite a lot. An A4
leaflet (the size of this page) is under preparation for
use in one other ward.

& fund raising party is being held on Saturday 5th March.
All wWelcome. Members from outside lLeeds £2 including wine,
women, song and overnight accomodation. Bring sleeping bag
and toothbrush.

Rosettes are being made in Zrown and Green as at Walsall.

Keith Rushworth.
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*LOCAL ELECTIONS --- 5th MAY*
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The total number of candidates firmly committed to stand so
far is about 2 dozen. These are five in and around Leeds,
three in west Midlands, two in Hereford and Worcester, one
in London and one in Sussex. (This may not be quite gospel
since without local group reportis it's difficult to know
exactly what's happening). John Iavenport, Campaign Officer,
reports a steady trickle of enguiries and several peopl:

in aadition to those above are actively considering standing.

Nomination papers ean be cellected from the 31st March and
must be completed and deliversd by 13th April, so there are
about 6 to 8 weeks left for people to make the "big decision".
Like Christmas, local elections only come once & year (less
in some parts) and so far as I personally am caoncerned ,

they are much more fun. Further, a2ccording to O0.E.C.D.
there will only be eight more of them before the next majer



0oil erisis. we hope, thersfors, that nobody who has even
helf a mind to stand or knows someone else who might, will
let this opportunity slip away.

Ring John Davenport (er anybody else on the N.E.C.). This
is what we are in business for.

LOORSTEFI'ING ANT MEETINGS

Is the Party right to play deown. the role af public meetings
and doorstep canvassing, as Kkzsith Rushworth does in the
Tecember newsletter? To da so will hopefully encourage Lore
people to come forward as candidates, but the point is in
danger of exaggeration.

The Ecology Party is about peorle in communities. We shall
never succeed, nor will we understand our potential constit-
uency, their thoughts and prcoblems , if we perpetuate the
superfiecial and manipulated business of leaflet and telly to
which demacracy has largely been reduced by other parties. On
the contrary, we must demonstrate our freshness, our integrity
and our humility out there among the pecple whe suffer the
nastiness of our present system much more than moest of us do.
FPighting walsall left me in no doubt of the twe-way educat-
ional. stimulus of meetings and doorstepring (one meeting was
proportiocnately as well attended as those of Cabinet Minis-
ters), and in any future election I fight I shall use the
same methods. A Party which talks of community must communi-
cate warmly, deeply and regularly within the community.

Jonatham Tylar.

VALUE FOR NONEY: TEE POSSIBILITIES OF A TUTLICATOR,

It was only just befcre the last N.E.C. meeting that I rea-
lised the huge savings that the Party might make by praduc-
ing its own election material on 2 duplicator. Having had
no time to work cut detailed costs I was asked to prepare
something for this newsletter on the possibilities.

1. produced the front page of this Newsletter partly to
learn more myself zbout duplicating and to give some idea
of the results that might be achieved. The page shows how

a duplicator can copy various headline type faces, a phaeto-
graph, 2 ccmposite cartoon and a shoddy piece of newsprint.
(with 211 due respect to the Sussex Express and County
Herald thesir newsprint was just that). Essentially, there
is no difficulty in precducing leaflets comparable to page
one without the ajpalling set-off (the fault which makes it
possible to see page one through on page two).



Clearly duplicated work can never be the same quality as
printed work. The question is whether ths extra cost of
printed work is justified by the hizher quzlity. The figures
below show camparative costs for ten candidates getting their
printing from cheap printers and a party owned duplicator.
Cheap Frinter

At £9 per 1000 A4 leaflets plus £5 setting up, for a
ward of 16,000 electors costs £77.

For ten candidates  costs would be £770.
Party Duplicator

TDetailed breakdown on cost for ten candidates:s

Duplicator £370
Paper £176
Ink £ 48
Steneils £ 15
Lespateh & 20

Tatal £629

The saving in the short term is enly about £140 (only?), but
in following years the saving would be enormous. Our printing
costs would effectively be reduced in future elections from
£9 per thousand to zbout £3 per thousand. To put it another
way, by sacrificing gquality to some extent we could fight
three times =2s many elections at the same cost.

we dont have enough money in the kitty at the moment to

carry this cut, but our bank is happy to give the Iarty what-
ever overdraft it nseds. Feter Tout has volunteered t¢ 4o
duplicating, and I 2am prepared to put the stencils together.

Clearly a decision to do this would best be made before the
next N.E.C. mesting, which is not until 13 March, but this
could be done with the help of the G.F.0. Views from other
Party members would be very welcome, as well as donations
from anybody who wishes to 2ctively suprort the idea.

keith Rushworth

ALDRESSES
John Davenport, OCampaign Ufficer & Membership Secretary.
2 The 0ld Vicarage, 26 Main Rd, Kempsey, Worcs. 0905-820489

Clive Lord, Naticnal Chairman

.44, Upper Batley Low Lane, Batley, W, Yorks. Batley AT72767.
Keith Rushworth, Naswsletter Editor and

Christine Rushworth, Treasurer

8 The Mount, Alwoodley, Leeds 17. (tel. 0532-672198).

Bric Jenes, F.R.C. Convenor.
18 Buttermere Close, Anston, Sheffield.



Is the Bcology Party left-wing or right-wingz? by Clive Lord

EP suporters zenerally assume that the left/rizht split is not
a problem within the party. Therec have however becn actasions when two
separate camps showed up quite sharply. Not only would it be futile to
ignore this gquestion, but I believe that the party has much to gain
from a thorough airing.

As I see it, toe EP at jyresent consists of two ideolosical izroupss
each of which is either unaware of the other due to our scattered
membership, or cach thinks the other can be disresarded for wvarisus
reasons. I call these two factions the Eco-socialist and the Self-
sufficient.

The Eco-sacialists believe in redistribution for its own.sake, .
and they have srasped that zero srowth is a compellins reason for this.
They see co-operation as the key and stress the fundamentzl conflict
between ecolasy and comwerce, thoush they are reluctant to admit the
associated conflict betwesn ecology and full employment at high wages.

The Self-sufficient group believe that the sustainable societly
can be achieved and madc to work only if everyone is ziven the where-
withal to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps, and then
required to do just that. S

These two camps are not logically exclusive. Many soccialists
support the.'work ethic' - they believe in sharing, but only amon3z
those who have contributed what they can to saciety. Meanwhile the
Self-sufficency wing accepts that co-operation zand equality of oppor-
tunity make sense, and coyncedeg the necd for deserving exceptions to
the 'Bootstrap' yrinciple. In practice however, these two ap roaches
will be as divisive within the Ecolopy Party as they are in society
at large.

There comes o point where socialists are revealed as trying to
reduce aifferentials - and hencc stifling initiative - regardless of
ecological justifications. On the other hand the clamsur against
scroungers is getting louder ‘recisely when empliyers can find less
and less for them to do. The 'Bootstrap' approach will not work unless
you ruthlessly suppress any vestige of compassion, as any Poor Law
Comuissioner could have told you 100 years age. Unless 2f course you
go for zrowth! Already ecological constraints are sharpening the
traditional political split, and it is the National Tront, not the -EP,
which is gaining the most szround from ‘our' crisis.

.

The tragedy is that the cco-movement could easily avoid this split;
and quickly become a major political alternative. How? The zZnswer is
already in the EP Manifesto, though I fear that few seom to grasp its
significance. The Social kelfare section outlines 5 possible strategies:

1. The Bootstrap approach: the family provides or you starve.

2. The Poor Law: Bootstraps with a self-defeating attemt at deserving exceptions.

3, The present Welfare State: aid if you don't work - none if youw doe
L. A National Income (known alsoc as Tax Credits, or Nemative Tax).
5. Egual incomes as an jdeal .(Socinlism) .

There are many reasons why Strategy 4 is ccolozically preferable
to the others? but the urgent nractical advantage 1s that it brings both
sides together: the sharing of necessities alongside competition - and
cfiort - for things that make life more than a mere strug.le for survival.
One »f the objections raised to Stratezy 4* can be answered simply:
far from bheing a 'Scroungers Charter' - we have that now - 2 National
Income combincs security with a work incentive even when there is less
work to be dane! Stratesy L could be'a base for ‘our onslaught on growthism.
Instead, the socialist vdivisively insist on socialism, whilst-the Self-
sufficient apparently? rust people to work for sheer zrim survival. Actually
Strategy & will achieve their objectives petter than Bootstraps®
* Two napers zoing into detail are available from me, price 10p each + postage
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NUTES FROM THE N.E.C. MEETING ON 16.1.77.

N.E.C. 'BYFE~- ELECTION'

Colin Fry and Elizabeth Lavenport having resigned from the
N.E.C., Alan Kirby (London) and Peter Rcut have been ce-—
opted tec replace them.

Policy Review Committae

Tony Sgires regetfully havine dsclined due tc other prressures,
this now ccnsists of Steve Lambert, Teter Sizer, Tom-Greaves &
Bric Jenes, whe will convene a first meeting. Alan Kirby is a
voessible 5th member.

1975-1976 Accounts

These were referred back by coenferehce. Peter Sizer hopes to
Fresent them shortly.

1976 Amendments to Manifesto

Sorry, there is a delay in preparing these. Another case of
the N.E.C. tryinz tc soldier on without askine for help. But
this his now been seen tu. Stocks (price 10p plus postage)
will be held by €. Lord, P, Rout & K. Rushworth.

Fertheecming Conferasnce Notificaticons

A Conscc apen conference in Sheffield 2nd Turning Fecint
(Conway Hall, londen) clash en 23/24 April. More flag
showing needed.

Letter to Australian F.M,

A reply has been received from a letter, drafted by alan
Kirby and sent tc the Australain P.M. in the Tarties name.
The reply was long but contained little or nothing worth
rereating.

1977 Cenference

The 4th Annuzl A,.G.M. and Cocnference has been provisionally
fixed for 24/25 September. Venue: either Birmingham or Leonden.

Clive Lerd.

**%%% WRITE EARLY PUR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER*X***x¥

COUNSTRUCTIVE CRITICISMS FROM A NEW MEMBER OF THE FARTY

‘This article has been.specifically writen to stimulate

debate and eventual action.

As a new party member, I wish to mike the following criti-
cismss—- these concern the Farty title, its literature and
its lack of self publicity.



1) The Party Litle

In my sxperience the term 'ecology' is' little understood b
those outside our movement and its use as the Farty title

only serves to confuse the mass ¢f the ypeople. 1t is there
fore my opinicn that the Party's title should zgain be cha
The title I 2m submitting for this debate is the "Survival
Party". There is an nlternative to changing the title and

will deal with this at 2 latsr stage in this article.

2) Literature and Languige

we must remember that we in the ecology mevement represent
the better educated (whether by self or =zducaticnal instit
ticn) seetions of the pepulaticn, & as such tend to use
language that is little understoeod by the majerity. There-
fore a massive pregramme of simplification is vitally
necessary if we are to get our message across and thereby
g.in power.

As well =2s simplification, a programme of "hardening" of

language is alsc necsssary. In my view current literature
is too "soft", and as such dogs nct stimulate thes reader's
imagination as I believe it must to be effsctive. We must

¥

ngee.
I
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shoeck, humour and terrify the public over to our standpoint.

we must remember that the only weapon in our arsenal are
words and we must use them in the most effective way to
ensure victory, and not waste them,

3) Fublicity

The Farty has placed teoo high an @mphaéis on clecticneering

and far toc little on “self. publicity”. The Farty appears,
at least tec me, tc be relying on the mediz covering these
clections to spread the naws of = naw party. As we know,
they don't. If you want something dens you de it yourself
and 1 believe that the Farty should embark con a proegramme
of "self publicity". This in my viewis the only way we'll
get the message of cur exlistance across to the publie.

Also a sufficiently =ffective programme will make part 1)
unnecessary, 48 it would make thz werd 'ecology' more

common and better understood, but perscnally I still favour

a change for I feel that the "Survival Party" is 2 title
that exjresses our cause much better than ths "Beelogy
Farty", after all we are fighting for SURVIVAL.

Tean €. Wayland., Stevenage.

Tean also zdds that he dees not support a chanze of Tarty
colours, particularly te Brown & Green.

9 2 9 "Laddy, what did you &o in the Muy '77 elections ? ? 9

-,



	Scan.pdf
	Scan 1
	Scan 10
	Scan 11
	Scan 2
	Scan 3
	Scan 4
	Scan 5
	Scan 6
	Scan 7
	Scan 8
	Scan 9

