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. ECOPOLIS : THE NEW CITY OF LIGHT ‘ ’
,gﬁ S fgi‘ ' | by Les Amis de la Terre_fbr PariS-Ecologie ‘ :

1 .eThe env1romenta1 coalition made up of les Amis de 1a Terreq the Mouvament .
‘ Ecologlque,'the Movement for a Non-Violent Alternative, and the Anti-Pollutlon
Committee formed for the municipal legislative election of March 13th todk'up
to 19% of the vote. It was the first magor entry of a Friends of o Earth
8 group into the electoral process. ~ e -

.5As the American translator of this manlfesto wrote, the controverelal proposals
i Tpreeented by les Amis as the platform for. Paris~Egolog1e are. not merely a llst
rfp: - of campalign promlsee,'but the birth of a movement. 2 » i

ki We'will give pedestrians and bicycles first prlorlfya The use'of prrvately
owned automobiles will be progre581vely discouraged within the eity limits.
In the streets still open.to traffi¢, two lanes, one in each direction will be
reserved for car pools, buses and t&XIS.‘ A1l commercial and personal transit
‘will be collective. We will provide municipally owned bicycles, placed around ;
the city at the disposal of the inhabitants - free of charge. And we will
organise a.water tranelt system on the’ Selne. -
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2. The physical appearance of the city will change dramatlcally.-'Trees*will'bb
~ planted along widened sidewalks., Side streets will be transformed into gerdens

- and parks for children. Many demolished buildings will not be rebuilt, Parks
: ’ Wlll no 1onger have fenceso Frult trees and gardene wmll be planted on roof~ e
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The ceuntry'w1ll return to the c1ty. The population w111 be able to 1earn
cultivation techniques in neighbourhood vegetable gardens. Courtyards, such
“as the one in the Luxembourg“Gardens near the Louvre, w111 be mncorperated
into all ex1st1ng and new gardens. ' ot e £

Ejfef 'High school. and college students w1ll study the natural 801ences one day o
-f' we¢k in the city gardens., New vines will be planted on “the: fecadee ef all
o buxldlnge, and greenhouses built on top of some.

'Every Parisian will have enough space at his/Her ﬁlmposal to practlce at wlll
the outdoor sport of h1 s/her ch01ce. ' R Ly . y
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3.We will clear the air of Paris of the gases, smoke and dust that threaten i
the health of the city's inhabitants. The sources of industrial pollutzon
'w111 be eliminated and domestic chimneys equipped. with filters. All bulldlnge

~ in which asbestos ceilings have been carelessly 1nstalled wmll be rendered

.safe by the responsible company ' | - ~ e

{

The Selne will be cleared up; .swlmmlng areas will be created alang the banks.- "
‘Rivers that have been diverted underground through pipes will be allowed to =
~ return to the surface. The number of fountains Wlll be 1ncreaeed, and they
:wa1ll al’ be fllled with weter. el e

 §§§ff¥%ﬁdustr1eS w111 no 1onger pump pdilutlng waste into water., Instead, they wlll
S Locak reeldents - not prxvate companles
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.“j;%twe W1ll 1ntroducefa rlgoroue programme to reduce noisec pollutlon in the 01ty.

“”ﬁﬁﬁgilDan;5reus.and non-essential industries will be converted or eliminated.

'ffgﬁﬁg;France W1ll outlaw nuclear energy.' Therefore, no controver51e8 1nvolV1ng

;?;wfﬂeg1%$tallat10n of nuclear. power plants near Paris Wlll arise (This is a

{;ﬁ&@ifreference to the current conflict over the nuclear plant propoeed by Vlectrlm
'?ﬁ%TJ}czte de Framc “at. Nogent~sur~8eine, 100 ks from melS). -

']’ngﬁiill llmlt energv comsumptlon in the 01ty to the current level | PT08T9501VC

. ftard 4 personal use. ‘Paris must learn to depend on her
V@-‘Qfﬁﬂpeééible'?tnot on huge federal reserves. All bulldlngs ‘

: Will fB\QQﬁlppeggW1th sof% technologles., wind generators, solar collecters,_i.

?3’*heat pumps, ‘greenhouses, and an efficient insulation. In new structures, & ’

gﬁfé" varnety ef alternatlve energy sources wlll be 1ntegrated and organlsed_so that
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 INHABITANTS

inhabitants will be able to use certaln equipment (eg washlng machlnes,,’
teleV181ons, etce) collectively on a spec1fled flooro

To demonstrate the new technologies, towers like the Ma1ns~Montparnasse wlll
be partially transformed into giant colar collectors and will distribute the
energy to neilghbouring buildings. Waterwheels will be constructed along the

.. ‘delne, - For.city llghtlng, agreeably coloured neon tubes w1ll replace 1ncan~~
descent bulbs which use four times as much” electricity.

5.'5Technocrats will no longer control city planning. Instead,local resldenfs
- will contribute their ideas and designs for projects in their own dlStrlct |

-ngh~rlses, shopping malls and supermarkets will no longer prollferate..

fUrban renewal will be done by district so that r951dent1a1 ‘work and re~.'
creation areas can be unified into a central location. Oléer sectlans of’the
- ¢ity:will be renewed without evicting occupants. Residents w111 be permotted

to occupy abandoned government~owned buildings malntalned in satlsfactory
*?cond1t1on. ' |

6.ﬁ1We.w111 move to llmlt bill board advertlslng along the streets as well as in

~ the metro. Consumer groups helped by local artists will design and coordlnate
~ information bulletins to replace un81ghtly ads.: Consumer goods will be requix
- @d to be labelled with a statement of durablllty as determined by 1ndependent

laboratordes. The city will maintain the right to prohibit the sale of’any
i t0X1C oY poorly manufactured goods,

; 7,?.Domeot1c refuse will be recycled oelectlvely - paper, metalu, biodegradable i
wastes, etc., Non~ref111able, non-returnable containers and packaging will be
forbidden. Water recycling equipment will be installed in buildings. We will
provide a comp081tng station for blodegradable refuse in each nelghbourhood.

8 We will be responsive to the nutritional needs of Parlslanso As much as .

p0551b1e, food will be grown in the surrounding raglcn and be of good quallty,
ie healthy and produced under ecological conditions. el *
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Informatlon will be readily avallable so that people  can chocse dlets that
do not harm their own health, world health, or the balance of the ecosystem._

:5In a self-governed, ecological 5001ety in which citizens work 1ess and conqume
' better, 111ne83es and accidents will be less frequent,

9« The city, with the aid of its inhabitants, will conduct an inventory of
France's environment - including natural resources, flora and fauna, and
terrain. This inventory will be used as the basis for &ound ecologlcal 1and-

- use plannlng and for the protection of natural resources. ' ' '

10.  we'w111 lower the legal work week to 30 hours, including transportatlon.tlme.
~ As it is impossible to participate in community life and government if work
~ and transportation consume too much time, this is essential. A reduction of
workers hours will not affect the volume of production if work is oriented
! toward the manufacture of durable products that are appropriate to the needs
- of the population, and if the manufacturing processes are chosen by the workeru
Morrover, shorter working hours will. contribute to full employment. '

310 Bmall: industries s, repair services, recycling programmes,(and handlcrafted
products will receive priority over other goods and services. A programme of
‘urban ecology - installation of solar heating, insulation, wind-powered
generators, wastetreatment plants, and the LStdbllShmbnt of agrlcultural
activities in the 01ty - will create many Jobs.

[ 12¢'Tedlous and distasteful chores will be assigned to every 01tlzen and rotated '
.~ 8o that no one will spend more than 12 hours a month of each of them. In a
system of relatively autonomous districts that stress productlve activitles and

collectively run services, a division Jf 1abour that favours one segment of
the population will not be p0881b1@ - -
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The cdistricts of Paris will establish special relationships wmth rural -:;x
- villages in the surrounding region, Clty~dwellers and rural v111ager5-W111 3
achieve a close rclationship by a) pairing city districts with towns, i

The govennment will subsidisec nelghbourhood cooperatives., Located in public
buildings such as sbhools, they will provide .cultural act1v1t1es, day=care I
centres, 1aundromats, shops, art otudlos, etcs. Thusy people of different

ages wlll be able to spend time tog thor and to take part s the admlnlstra~1 '

tion of services.,

14-.' e

For the benefit of the elderly and the bandlcapped, urban tran51t Wlll bm

free, as will installation and use of telephones. Ne¢ﬁssary services will .

be provided free to those who cannot afford the Rents will be determined’
according to the income Qf the tenant. Every offort will be made to brlng
the elderly and handicapped back into the life of the communlty.

L 3

ochools will adopt a more open, realistic attitude. Local resldent Wlll be.l'

invited to speak about their careers, their problems. Education will efMe |
phasise both intellectual and manual activities., To understand the princi-

pal processes of industrial and agricultural production, each student will

practice one or more handicraft, including maintenance and repair of gpods.zi.
Children will take part in the affailrs of their community to learn respons- =

Aibility.
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b

b) organising displacement of citizens for vacations or seasonal work and
c) organising the exchange of goods, and (d) celebratlng holmdays together

- by village, road, or block.

'-Publlcly administered district banks will permit 1nhab1tants to 1nve¢t theirfT “

savings in products and equipment bound for their own district. couch local

- cinvestment will also minimise soclally exploitative 1nvestments by ensurlnp 5;f

»that the investor is aware of the nature of hls/ner anbemtnt.'

,Each dlstrlct of 10,000 1nhab1tants will elect a mayor. We will maku the |

. technical means available to citizens so that they can: partlclpate in the Al
communications services - bulletin boards, local newspapers, cable telev181on |

a central telephone station, and small computers. Important issues will' be”  
_de01ded by referendum as in Swltzerland B popular initiative programme U
’w111 allow 1,000 people to submit a referendum to the rest of the people

:A repreqentatlve counc1] of Greater Paris w:ll permlt coordlnated actlon

of 1ona1 elected officials from the %urroundznp reglons..

We w1ll rolocatu the seat of government outside of Paris and dvcontrall
state services. Buildings vacated by the ministries will be piaced at thc u
disposal of the populat ion. The presence of the government in Paris.. has =

long served as a pretext to.prevent Parisisns from governing themselVgs.

Lt has also provoked the hostility of the French people against Parisians -

-confusing them with the Governmentu

i The capital w111 move to a medlum—81zed city. This, along with the

numerous local councils, will reduce the concentration of power and wealth,
the need for lobbles, tnd the tomptatlon of officials to centralise

“f.authorltyo‘ Flnally, the forces of repression stationed in Paris will bev
‘replaced by guardnan of peace elected by, local rwgldents,_

French original in'Le Sauvage'! January lst,
1977, Translated by EleanorSmith, and
'~ reprinted by permission.-
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Thanks to-Ceambridge "Andrchists.
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