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INTRODUCT ION

In recert years more ard more people both here ard abroad have become increasingly
armicus about the many problems which affect their everyday lives - threat of ruclear
war, envirormental pollution, third werld poverty and hurger, destruction of
rainforests... a list that could go on and om.

As a result varicus pressure groups have developed to highlight these problews: END,
Friends of the Earth, Oxfam, Greenpeace etc. They have all campaigned tc raise
public awareness ard influence goverrments  according to their own particular cause
however, whilst they have had some success there is little doubt that the situation
gererally has continued to get steadily worse.

Of course mwany of these issues affect pecple here in Liverpocl and only add to a well
documerted catalogue of local problems familiar to everyone in the City - high levels
of uremplcymert, inmer city gdecay, communities broken up ard dispersed to satellite
towrs, real poverty amd sorial deprivatico... again the list could 8¢ o and or,

In the early 70's there emerged a movement which recognised that all these problems
shared ore common factor - they are all brought  about by the bling pursuit of
palicies based on a commitment to economic growth where profits are of paramcurt
importarce. It also recognised that the problems were furdawentally political and
as such require a political selution,

Dut of this movement ewerged the Green Party (formerly Ecolegy Party). Breen Parties -
are von well establiched in mest of Eurcpe and there are Green representatives in the
Eurcpean Parliament and wany state and national parliaments.  The success of the
Greens  in West Gerwary in securing 42 seats {25 of them women) in the 1987 electicms
twith over 3 million votes) was particularly inspiring.

Green politics emerged from five basic principles ‘which together underpin ocur
philoscphy:

¥ ECOLOGY-~
the krowledge that all life is interconmected out of which comes respect for the
Earth and all its creatures, caring as stewards and protecting frow palluticn
for the berefit of future generations. ‘ :

¥ GSUSTAINABRILITY- ‘ .
learming te live within the physical means of cur plaret, learning tc rely on
these rescurces that are rerewable or can be re-used or recycled.




# S0CIAL JUSTICE-
creating a scciety in which the genuire reeds of all are guararteed.

+ GRASSRO0OTS DEMOCRACY-—
restcring real power to the individual in the commurity.

+  NON-VIOLENCE-
the cnly way toc achieve lasting peace.

Despite the unfair system of voting in Britain which serves the cosy two party system

se well, Greens are attracting ever increasing support as more ard more pecple are
convirced that we offer a real altermative to the bankrupt pelicies of the main
partiec..

The pelicies that follow have beer develcped entirely by lccal members in response to
the cbvicus failure of policies by both mational avd  local governmert  which we
believe have served the pecple of our City so poorly in recent years. They represent
the politics of the past- we offer alternative politics for the futuwre-POLITICS FOR
LIFE. ’

WE DO NOT INHERIT THE EARTH FROM OUR PARENTS-—
WE BORROW IT FROM OUR CHILDREN.

" DARUING! THAT WAS IS FIRST COU&H. "




HOUS IT NG

Decent housing coeditions are eccential  to a decent quality of life. Poar
conditions result in stresses within the commurity, which have an ercrmcus inmpact -in
both human ard fivancial. terws.

Secial justice demwands that permarent cclutions are found as soot as possible to the
chrenic housing problems which affect targe areaz in Liverpccl. It can be 1o
exapperation to say that cur City has a curvent housing orisis worse than anything
witressed in the last S0 years, ‘ '

Ore tenth of the City's houéing steok is permanently derelict ard unjnﬁabitablé and a
far greater proportion is in urgent reed of essential repair.

Needless to say it will take vast amcunts of meney and  rescurces to reverse the
decline. .

There are many factors which have combined te bring about this sifuaidnf_

*  Bince the War successive Boverrmerts have seer it to take ~ ever increasing
measures - agairst lccal authorities gererally, ard teo dictate pelicy on housing
sperding tc the presemt unacceptable level - noee more so. than the
Corservative Boverrment since 1979, - '

*  Private sector improvement gramts have draed up in recent years.

¥ At City Council level decisions have been taken withcut proper  consultation
of the pecple, resulting in tetally inappropeiate | housing beirg thrown up
in the 60's ard 70's which row has to be dewclished,

*  Housing maintenance amd repair hac been neglected resulting in the firal cost
being many times what it would have been had matters beers attended to promptly.

¥ The ircrease in uremploymerd ard breakdewr of scrcial cohesion, combired with the
groming divorce rate and increase in vumber of. sirgle parert families, has
irevitably meant an increase in demard for public sector housing.

These and many othér.prablems haver led to a  gereral decliné'nhicﬁ has resulted in
thousards of pecple in cur City havirg to  put up with appalling ard often dangercus
cenditions. This situation cannet be allcwed to continue,

*  Pricrily would be given to elimivating howelessress within the City.
¥  New house buildirg where recessary should be  encouraged o a de~it-ycurself
basis either by individuals or groups with help ard guidance from community
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architects. Finance could be made available at advartagecus rates providing the
work is dore under supervision. Urgent attention would be given to brimping
derelict properties back imtc cireculation.

Urgent talks would be scught with both the Goverrwent and EEC to  secure
finarnce to-fund our extensive hcusing programse.

Tenants would be encouraned to maintain their own properties amd offset the
cost of repair against rent.

Individuals would be enccuraged to purchase properties in run down areas by
offering them fcr sale at knock down prices on condition that they be
repaired/rencvated within a six month period. Option would be reserved to the
Council  to buy back at the criginal price should the property be sold within a
specific period, with credit being given for the cost of repair/improvesent.
This would minimise profiteering by speculators/property developers ete.

f better liaisonm wechanism wculd be established tc erhance comeunication
betweern all these dealing with housing in  the comsunity to emsure a
comprehensive and co-ordinated approach.

Energy conservation measures should be given greater priority in relation to all
rew and existing housing stock.

Similar pricrity will be afforded to the provision of 5mtably adapted
accomcdation for the disabled within the cosmunity. This is an area that has
been sadly neglected in the past.

We would explore the possibility of setting up nexghbourhood conveyancing ard
estate agercy services for the bemefit of local pecple, at low cost. Local
building sccieties would be urged to support cur programee generally, and in
particular to provide wuch more mortgage money for lecal initiatives invelvirg
rencvation and refurbichwent, as well as housing co-cperative ventures,

Altheugh we support the continuing trend toward more pecple owning their com
properties this cammot continue to the detriment of the Council's housing stock.
We therefore propose that tevants who are urmilling or unable to purchase should
be cffered their homes on a form of trust holding schese which would give them

" the freedom asscciated with ownership without the City losing its housing stock.

In addition, properties would be offered on a shared owrership basis to assist
iow-incowe couples to get a foot on the housing ladder.

fs a general prirciple the existing housing stock must be maintained and
improved in preference to new building.

We would press for existing legislation regarding private landlords to be wore
vigorously enforced




EDUCAT IO

The process of learning does not begin at the age of Syrs and finish at fbyrs - it is
& lifelong process, It therefore follows that cur educational establishuerts reed to
charge to provide education for life,

¥e must re-examire what we consider the purpose of education to be.  Should it be a
process where a comparatively narrow range of academic subjects are taught and where
the overriding objective is qualificatioms.... or should greater ewphasis be placed
upon creating a more flexible system which is geared to individual needs - 2 system
which faces up to reality and accepts that wany people are not particularly suited
to an academic career amd that it is Just as importart to impart the practical skills
that will best berefit the individual to become a valuable wenber of the community.

We are cpposed to the present system under which a better educaticn can be 'bought?
by parents who can afford it whilst the less well off (the wajority in Liverpecl)
have nc option but to send their children to the local comprehensive and hope for the
best. Havirg said this, the right of parents to ensure the best possible education
for their children carnct be denied.  Whilst we recognise this conflict. probably
cannct be reconciled in the short term we believe cur policies, designed to promcte
greater social harmony and a  fairer distribution of wealth, will result in greater
wnity within the community and that ultimately the schools that serve the commnity
will provide the best possible eduration for all within the commenity.

We believe that many parents are dissatisfied with the present systes of education.
Mary are urhappy with the large size and corresponding imperscnality of the scheols
in ocur city. They are concerned about the increasing nusbers of bored, aggressive
and anti-sccial children in our schools. Many children question the purpose of their
education when there is nc place for most of them in society at the end of it. We
believe the time has come to change our system to provide a more holistic appreach.

t A greater involvement of parerts and pupils giving both them ard the wider
compunity the oppertunity to establish their own schools which would accord more
closely with their own aspirations. In addition, parents would be encouraged to
participate in discussions about curriculae and gereral school organisaticn.

*  Parents and cthers within the community would be encouraged to  pass on their
particular skill or expertise tc the school in a practical way to exterd the
curriculum.




To support the recent trend of schools being thrown open to everyone who wants
educaticn regardless of age. School buildings and land, which are valuable
rescurces  to the community, would be made available for use by everyome cutside
schoal hours,

()

lass sizes gererally should be reduced and alsc schools should be split into

maller units and orientated to serve the local neighbcurheod.  There should be
no need for chlldren te travel half way across the city every day to get to
schoad,

Physically ard mertally handicapped people would be integrated within the
everyday community school wherever practical rather than placed in separate
institutions, ard schools weuld be adapted to meet their special needs,

Community child care facilities would be provided for under fives,

Educaticn should becowe more balanced by the inmtroduction of 2 moral amd
spiritual dimension t¢ the curriculum,

Children should have the cppertunity to remain at the same school with the same
teaching staff throughout their pericd of formal education. This would provide
cortiruity ard stability which is ofter disruptive when children move on to
secordary schools at the age of 11,

We oppese animal dissection in schools ard  believe aniwal welfare gererally
should be taught im all schools from an early age (see Animal Rights section).

We wculd suppert measures to phase out the present examiration system and
grading of children by sc called academic ability arnd replace it with profiling
as scon as educaticmally practical,

We would ercourage envirormental awareress and resporsibility by children and
adults connected with schocds including cleaning and geveral upkeep of buildings
and surrcurding land,

We oppose ary forw of corporal punishmerd in all educatioral establishmerts,
Emphasic wculd be placed on education in healthy lifestyle - in particular the
berefite of a wholefood diet would be promoted and the dangers of certain
additives ard jurk food (high fats, sugar, salt) highlighted.
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THE 1 OCAL. ECORMNOMY

In Liverpeol today thousards of pecple are uresployed and the rumbers are ircreasing
week by week,  This is a tragic waste of husan poetential, but more importantly it
represents misery, despair ard human suffering for the uremployed amd their
families.

In vecent years we have witressed the rapid decline of many traditicnal industries;
firws like Dunlops, British Leylard, Meccanc and Huntley & Palwers have become part
of the mass excdus from cur City, To tonpound the decline the dock labour force and
ancillary businesses have contracted beyord all recegrition cver the past 20 years,
due to the decline in shipping ard the transfer of busiress to the scuth east ac a
result of Britain joining the E.E.C.

The claims of conventicnal politicians- that economic growth will in the long term,
bring us back to full employmert and berefit all - is clearly false. On the cre
hard an ever ircreasing number of pecple are denied a livelihood, whilst on the
cther cur life support system is being pushed to the limits by the urirelenting
pursuit of industrial expansion. ' :

It is imperative that we all become wmore aware of the impact ouwr  irdividuasl
lifestyle can have upon our envirormert., If our econcgy  is to become celf
sustaining the affluent amongst us must make do with less in the material senze; yet
at the same time we must all learn to become more reliant UpLY) CUr CWN PESCRIFCES, .
and reduce our reliance upon imparted goods; we must replace the economics of more
ard mre with the econcwics of ENBUGH,

Greers believe we need to find real altermatives which will be appropriate for the
new era of a pest-industrial ecomowy - alternatives which incorporate the following
principles.

1. It is essential that we start to take the respensibility  for the future into
our own hands {see section on Local Democracy). No longer can we affard to be
wanipulated ard dictated toc by the large firancial institutions amg
multi-national companies. We must develop a programse to regenerate our local
econowy from the bottom up with the emphasis on the principle of LOCAL
PRODUCTION FOR LOCAL NEEDS. Decisions teo raise.and spend taxes should be taken
at the lowest possible level.

2. We reed tc get away from the existing pattern of traditiona}‘norking hased on
full time, life-long employment which has been so typical in the past. B wore
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3.

7.

flexible approach to work must be developec incorporating & mixtwe of
part-time work interspersed with pericds of full time employment. Hork in the
formal econcmy could increasingly be veplaced by self-organised activity by
irdividuals or groups. This work may be paid or unpaid.

In direct contrast to the presert 'throw away' mentality, far greater
importance must be attached to conservation of resources.  Protection of the
ervircrment must be paramourt in any econcwic activity. Long terw planning is
essential.

We must restore the right of everyene tc have equal access to land in cur city
{see cection on Land Use).

In the transiticral pericd when structural uremploymert is likely to remain at
a velatively high level, we must seek measures that will cperate to minimize
the divisions between those with work and those  without.  With high
unemployment in cur City it iz essertial to provide basic material security
which is guaranteed to everyone { see sectiow an Hasic Ircome Scheme).

He must start tc comsider the quality of the work that will be created in the
future. We reed a strateny of discrimivation in favour of HUMAN GSCALE
activity with the emphasis upon GOOD WORK -fulfilling to the individual amd of
berefit to the immediate commurity.

There reeds to be a shift of emphasis in educational training and leisure sc
that they invelve far more practical skills, self-girected activities and
participation in the activities of the loral communities.

LONG TERM-

We would press for planning regulations tc be relaxed so that light irdustry,
small busiresces, workshops and other local employmert  initiatives may be
allowed intc residential areas where appropriate.  This provision would enable
communities to be centred around a cluster of diverse activities,

We would support the possibility of & compunity barking retwerk, to chamel
local savings ard investmerdt intc local initiatives, providing funde to ermable

mere small businesses to start up within the comsunity. We would urge trade
unichs to divert their pensice fumds into lecal inditiatives. These measures.
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weuld have the effect of recycling the city's finances.

*#  To press for changes in legislation to enable local people to take wore contrel
over their cwri finances thus enabling the City to be free-tc decide its cwn
taxation priorities.

¥ We would explore the possibility of a lecal currency e.8. community credits, to
facilitate the production of goods and services to meet lccal reeds and to
prevent wealth from ficwing out of the City,

% He believe that radical measures of lard reform are necessary to ensure that
all the lard is used tc the maximum advantage of the City ac 2 whale (see
section on Land Use).

* To adapt and supplement the area of education tc ensure that irdividuals are
given the opportunity to acquire a wide range of practical skills which will
enable them tc participate fully in their community, Such thirgs as carpentry,
electrical work, food growing etc, will beccme more important; but alsc less
technical capabilities like self-confidence, use of time and develeping
persenal relationship skills will rate higher in a life of co-cperative self
reliance {see section on Education).

¥ Neighbourhced courcils, as they became established, would be erccuraged  to
becowe invelved ard take initiatives in all matters of the eccritmy  which
directly or indirectly affect their own area.

SHORT TERM-

¥ He would urdertake a comprehersive audit of the city's actual and potential
rescurces to establish to what extent we could already meet cur needs. A
thorcugh  check would be made on land-use potertial, and vegative features such
as polluticm, dereliction amd clean up costs would be taken into comsideraticn,

¥ A rcity-wide "Thirk Lorcal” campaign would be initiated to enccurage peeple to
buy lorcally preduced goods.

% We would support the developwert of reighbourhood skill centres to pravide
training in traditional crafts ard skills that will be of use to the community,

®  We would try to enccurage a. better liaison between scheods,  polytechnic,
university and ewployment agencies to ease the transition from school tc
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working life and seek to make better use, by the whole community of the
considerable expertise and academic resources available within  these
institutions.

We would try to give preferential treatmwent ard support to local businesses and
ce-operatives imvelved in socially ard envirormerdtally sournd initiatives
through the cuncil's own buying decisions.

He would enpourage the setting up of co-operatives. Home-based amd other
self-employed ventures underiaken by the individual or small groups, where
profit sharing is operated would similarly be encouraged.

Rs ar employer we would ensure that a truly equal opportunity recruitment
pelicy was cperated, with no discrimination on grourds of sen, sexual
orientaion, disability, race, creed, or coiour

Wherever pessible local residents would be recruited for local jobs amd
projects, and we would urge all employers to adept a similar policy, Outside
werkers should only be considered when positiors canmot be Filled by local

pecple.

The co-cperation of trade unions would be scught to promcte the trarsition to a
pest-industrial economy.

It must be ctresced that envirormertal corcerns imvolving reappraisal of persoral
living stardards and full community irvolvement to the extent of redistributing
profits within the lecal community, are vitally impertart if these measures are not
simply to becowe a temporary diversionm from the main thrust of capitalise, state or

private.

ID.H.S,S.]




SOCIANL. WEL FARE

Ore of the most crucial political issues in Liverpool today is that of unemployrent
andy, lirked to that, sccial welfare, The Liverpool Green Party proposes a radical
set of policies which will attack the root cause of the preblem ard which recognises
certain irdisputable facts. We offer a differert sclution because of our belief in
a sustairable econowy. This: is in direct contrast to the growth  econcuy which is
supported by Labcur, Alliance and Conservative parties alike.

It should row be clear to everybody that we will rever return to the positicr of
'full employmert' which existed in the '50's ard '60's. If we accept this, it then
becomes clear that we must Fird a way to reduce the increasing gap betweer these in
work and these cut  of work. . In addition we need to find ways of allccating cur
limited rescurces to those excluded from the econcmic systes -~ the elderly,the
uremployed and the severely hardicapped etc. Our policies aim to achieve these erds
in a fair, realistic marmer.

The basis of cur approach to these matters is the provision of  an urconditional

‘paywent to every man, woman and child, to be known as the Basic Inceme. This would
replace all the present Sccial Security bemefits AND the Income Tax allowances, Its
main advartages wculd be:

R)  Bimplicity- ensuring that those who were entitled to it - all UK. citizens -
would receive it.

B} Becurity- unlike Supplemertary Berefit it would rot be withdrawn as pecple
started work, nor would it be reduced if pecple have savings.

£} Universal Application- because everyone would receive it the stigmwa attached
to the present berefits systew would be remcved,

The Basic Income Scheme, which would have tco be irtrodured raticmally, weuld have a
number of effects including: making employmwent cppertunities more flexible and
easier to create; ensuring that those whe do much of the unpaid work in cur society,
particularly wcwer, receive sowe long overdue reward; enccuraging pecple to become
more experimental in their lifestyles ard use their presently stifled creativity by
forming  co-cperatives or small busiresses, seeking further educatiom, dcdrg
community work ete; ard, orucially, enabling everybody tc have a wmeasure of
firancial indeperdence, and thus, self respect,

POLICIES

LONG TERM-—
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* T ersure a fair and eguitakle system of support for Everybcdybin the commuraty
within the frawework of a sustainable ECCHICIAY, '

* Te enccurage a greater degree of independerce in everybedy by exterding
the demccratic system and raising interest in lecal community affairs.

SHORT TERM-
4 To cawpaign for the introduction of a Bacic Income Scheme isec above),

t+  Ta provide firancial and practical support where possible to those who are
wulrerable in the present scciety: single parerts; handicapped etc.

¥ Te actively liaise with reponsible velurtary communidy groups ard charities to
ascertain what help they need in supporting disadvantaged pecple,

*  To provide s wide range of advice ard support to  thoce presently uremployed
{see section on the Local Economy).

*  To place an emphasis on ensuring that everyore has  access to decent 'basics'
such 85 good food, heating, clothing and housing.

12




LOCAL DEMOCRACY

A central principle of green politics iz that of grassrocts demccracy. We believe
that everybody should have the opportumity to have a say in the decisions which
affect them and that all decisions should be taken at the lowest practical level.
In the majority of cases this would be the reighbourhood and district levels. This
would air to remove the alienation which many people feel from the present, highly
centralised systems of decision making .

Successive Goverrments have, over the years, drastically curtailed the ecomceic and
political freedows of our City, which has resulted in the arbitrary abolition of the
County Council ard systematic cuts in grants combined with various penalty weasures
including rate capping. The respanse of the Labowr cortrolled City Council however
- to borrow heavily - has landed us with a legacy of high interest repayments which
will severely restrict future budget decisions. Tackling such critical matters will
not  be easy but we believe that am essertial first step will be tc restore power to
ordinary mer and women in ow City sc that everybody can participate in the
decisions which affect us all,

POLICIES
LONG TERM-

¥  To divide the city intc 20-25 districis comprising of scme 20,000 populaticn,
each retaining where possible the local nawes of the old townships i.e.
Wavertree, Anfield etc. Each district would be maraged by 2 team of locally
elected representatives and have its own administrative centre. Within each
district it is hoped that many neighbourhood Councils would develop on the
initiative of the lccal comwunity. It is expected that most services would
evertually develve tc these levels,

¥ All elections tc district and neighbourhood councils would be by proporticnal
representation,

* To actively campaign for ard support the setting up of a North-West regional
assembly ard the devolution of power frow Mestminster.

SHORT TERM-

*  To campaign for the introduction of P.R. at City Council elections. (This was
passed by the House of Lords in its Local Goverrmert Choice of Electoral
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Systems Bill but its introduction was blecked by the Heuse of Comncns).

&  To ensure that a brief agenda of all cowncil meetings is published in the lcral
newspaper ard copies distributed tc public libraries. In addition we would
encure that minutes of decisions were made freely available for public
inspecticr. '

¥  Providing access for disabled persces would be a pricrity ard they woeuld be
erccuraged to become irvolved at all levels of local govermert.

#  MWith limited exceptions {(pretectionm of perscral privacy, legal matiers etc) we
weuld promete a policy of free access to wembers of the public to see their
persoral files, public records and data ard fully suppert  the Campaign for
Freeden of Informaticnm in this respect.

¢ In all appoirtwerts to the Council we would endeaveur to ewploy  local
residents.

The emergerce of 'pecple power' in cur City, e.q. commurity councils, demcrstrates
that ircreasing wumbers of ordinary pecple desire mnore centrol over their everyday
lives rather than having their destinies shaped by a few party activists at town
hall or a handful of remcte and cut of touch Cabiret minmisters. The caly pecple who
really care abeut the future of cur City are the pecple of Liverpocol ard it is to
them that cur future should be entrusted.
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HE ML TH

The single mest impertant elemert in  human welfare for mest of us is cur health,
health beirg a "complete state of physical, mental and sccial well-being and not
merely the abserce of illress ard disease' (Werld  Health Drganisatice),
Consequently the Green Party seeks to  promcte the conditicns receszary for each and
every person to fulfil their petential and to lead interestirg, rewarding lives,

There is little dcubt in cur opinion that mest ill-health teday ic caused by a
combivation of social, ecoremic and ervirormental factors. Lertainly, im Liverpoal
few can deny that pecple's health depends upon their enperience of life, employment,
housing, transpart, income, access fo rescurces ete. It is therefore the ain of the
Green Farty to promete health through all pelicy areas and to generate a rew value
of health to the community.

fs the greer appreach is to elimirate the causes of ill-health rather than tc merely
treat the symptcms, we place great emphasis upon primary care ard preverticn rather
thar secondary care ard cure {currently less that 1% of the Health Service budget is
spert an preverticn), ard it is cur aim to direct rescurces to a far wider secticr
of the population in order to reduce irequalities in health. This would make
healthier choices the easier choices.,

LONG TERM-—

*  Decentralisation of all lccal health services where possible sc that they

beccwe directly accountable to and subject to the demccratic comtred of the
commuriity.
Free, unrestricted access to health infermation to all groups in the community.
The creatics of & rew lccal  Envirormestal Health Agercy comprising
representatives from the Health and Sccial Services, the Housing Departwent and
industrial safety agencies, to momitor health hazards, carry ocut advisory and
educational reles and have powers to enforce legislation.

* Research ard furding to be directed towards ir—depth wark against the most
wide-spread  illmesses amd diseases rather than to high-tech, high-cost
treatwert of rare cases, and to emphasise the health of communities rather than
individuals,

¥ Incorporating health education intc professicnal training arg conduct, e.g. a
Primary Health Care Team, so that pecple are given proper advice on how to make
their habits and their envircrmert health-supporting.
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SHORT TERM-

* Explarinﬁ new mechanisms whereby all agencies invelved in health in the
breadest sense forge links with local councillers in tackling health issues in
the City.

t  Securing better integrated health care facilities for the physically and
wertally hardicapped, together with the provision of properly furded Community
Lare.

+ e would discourage smoking on all forms of public transport and cther confined

“public spaces and introduce measwres to restrict local advertising and
spansarship of all tobacco and alcchol preducts,

#  SBupport the furding of health retworks and self-help groups in the community by
the Health arg Scrial Services.

¥  We would campaign for a far greater allecation of rescurces to be devoted to
health educaticw, particularly in schocls where the emphasis would be on a
healthy diet ard lifestyle.

¢  The ercouragement of the develcpwent of altervative and complementary medicire
gt therapies aimed at treating the whoie person eg, homeopathy, acupuncture,
rlinical ecclegy. They should be equally available teo all on the NHS.

%  Pressing for stricter controls on the use of drugs and medicines.

Suppcrt for the developmerd of comsunity health cestres which incorporate
treatment, educaticral and promoticral facilities and the transfer of GM's intc
health centres where practically pessible, 6Fs time and gereral counselling is
far more effective in the long terw than dispersaticn of medicire and drugs.

We believe that the above wmeasures, which  enccurage pecple to take more
resporsibility for their own health and well-being, tcgether with cur policies on
educaticn, employment, heusing, transport and the envircrment which promote raticnal
scoial  organisation, would gooa long way to restoring health within the individual,
the community ard the City as a whole. In this way, the health reeds of all the
pecple of Liverpocl would be given attention, rather than that section of the
pepulation whe at any cre time are receiving treatwerd from the health services.
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As human beings we all have basic needs: obvious omes such as food, shelter,
security, but alsc others such as vitality, creative self-expression and the freedom

to explore ideas which are essential for both our physical ard mental health.

Consequently the Liverpool Green Party believes that sporting, recreatioral and
cultural opportunities should express creativity rather than promcte consumption of
leisure services. We believe such opportunities should nct be taken out of pecple's
lives and 'zored of ' into mass pleasure dowes such as leisure complenes, art
galleries, theme parks etc, but should be available to ALL iw every sphere of life
and at all times, Fositive feelings of vitality, energy amd creativity should be
particularly available to those groups whose reeds are often forgotten by
puliticians, plarmers and bureaucrats - the elderly, the disabled, young children,
vomen and families, ethnic groups, and pecple living in cutlying housing areas.

POLICIES
LONG TERM-

*  Integrating sport, recreastion and culture into gereral sccial and community
life i the City e.q. developirg true Comsunity Schools with sports, arts,
library, educatioral and workshop facilities ete, together with ensuring that
decisions on  local recreational and cultural reeds are made by veighbourhcod
councils in conjunction with the lccal community.

*  hAdepting @ helistic, multi-secteral approach to sport, recreation ard culbure
in the City i.e. not seen in isclation, but in relation to Hark, Health,
Educatior, Transport, Land Use etc, ensuring our policies reflect recreation
and cultural initiatives developed for Liverpocd under the rew 'Healthy Cities'
Plan,

¥ Supporting the irwclvement of wowen, the elderly, the disabled, and ethnic
mincrity groups in the crganisation of sport, recreation and culture in the
City.

¥ Bupporting the developwent of a wmore . diversified and balanced patters of

recreatioral activities in the City through the integration of formal i.e.
competitive sports, with non-competitive activites such as Dutdocr Pursuits and
health and fitress activities which emphasise a healthy mind and bedy,

¥ Enccuraging grester sporting and cultural links  with people from different
courtries.eg  Twin Towns, 3rd MWorld ete. In this way the pecple of Liverpool
weuld be erccuraged to 'think  globally, act locally' toc  emphasise
internationalisw and peace. : :
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SHORT TERM-—

*+  Ercouraging the invclvewent of the community in the rurming of local facilities
e.g. sports certre management coumittees etc, In this way . recreational and
rultural reeds could be better idertified.

*  Me would cortirue suppert for reduced charges/free use of Council runm
facilities for the uremployed and cther disadvantaged groups.

%  Campaigning for greater free public access to, and use of, the lcocal
ervirorment for recreation e.g.  providing nature areas, heritage trails,
cpportunities for walking, cyclirg, swimming ard running etc (see 'Parks and
Oper; Bpaces' section).

% Qppesing sponscrship of sport  and art by tobacca and alechel  producers and
other crganisaticons invelved in health-damaging activities such as the Nuclear
Industry.

t  Encouraging suppert for local artists, crafts pecple, writers ard entertainers
wha presently lack the recessary fimarce or cutlets for displaying their
talent.

¢  Ersuring that performing artists are allowed ard enccuraged te  entertain in
public places e.g. street theatre and buskers.

¢  Supporting greater cpportunities for lccal comsunity-based arts and wedia
initiatives eg. T.W. and v:deo werkshops, community radic, photography, drama,
creative writing ete.

* Investigating ways and weans of securing furding for the city's cultural
heritage sc that all civic buildinge etc are made far more accessible ard open
to the whole community ard are free from the threat of commercial
re-develcpment {e.n. propesals for converting St. George's Hall inte a leisure
complex).

¢  Erccuraging participaticon in physical exercise as part of the daily routine
e.g. alterrative forms of transport such as walkirg and cycling (see Transport
secticn) campaigning for more changing and showering facilities at places of
work, use of local facilities during lunch pericds etc.

These policies, tcgether with cthers which will be develeped through time, present a
wide rarge of cptices to the people in cur city which incorporate rights to all
farws -of creative ewpressien ard initiate a move away from passive leisure and mass
pulture/ertertainment, If taken into consideration with cur cther policies,
particularly these on work (for 'work' and 'leisure' are two parts of the same
process), we hope that pecple way come to recognise fully the perconal value of the
way they sperd their waking hours arnd.that sport, recreation and culture can be
abscrbed as a much more harmonicus ard vatural strand of the sccial pattern.
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LAl AND ORDER

The Liverpocl Green Party, together with members of the police force and many others
in cur City are deeply concerned about the changing role of our police. Their main
function, that  of helping people to feel secure as they go about their everyday
busiress, has been undermined by their use as a 'front line' in mairtaining order
within a systes where uremployment ard social disintegration cause urhappiness and
alieration for so many, Riot shields, tear gas amd plastic bullets are fast
becomirg the first lire of defence of owr modern police force.

If we are to aveid a repeat of the disturbances in Toxteth and cther parts of the
City in the early 19805 we must all address curselves to the question of devising
weans to reverse the conditions which contribute to the breakdown of sccial harwony
= poor housing, unesploymert, racial discrimimation to name but a few. Greers
believe that the mainterance of sorcial harmory depends more upcn the elimination of
poverty and irequality and promcting closer links between cosmunity and police, than
on mere riew laws or tougher sertences in court.

POLICIES

*  To promcte @ policy of crime prevertion with Commnity Policing becoming the
normal method of policing, The developwent of smaller, more self reliart
communities throughout the City would facilitate this process  {see  leocal
demccracy),

¥  Toensure that the police are directly accourtable to the communities they
serve. An Indeperdent Complairds Board to deal with coaplaints both against ard
by the police would be comsidered.

¥ Emphasis would be placed upom the rehabilitation of offerders within the
community where practicable,

¥ We weuld encourage citizers to take greater responsibility for the policing of
their own neighbourhood. The neighbourhood watch schewe is a good example of
this in action.

t  To improve the semsitivity and support offered to victims of crime and
encourage the development of more victim support groups throughout the Lity.

*  To explore the possibility of setting up a neighbourhood reconciliation service
to mediate in local disputes, e.q. noisy reighbours etc. This may help
individuals to find their om sclutions to preblems, without autcmatically
resorting to the police or legal proceedings which are cften inappropriate.

Ultimately, if we are to wake our €ity secure and safe frow crime we must act to

restore  comsunity spirit and promote good citizenship, for it is cnly then that we

way achieve a truly civil society. ‘

SOCIAL. JUSTICE = SOCIAL HARMONY
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PO L UT IO

The fundamertal prirciple upor which Green philescphy is based is ecclogy. Ecclegy
describes the complicated system of interrelationships between organisms and their
ervircrmert.  In comcn with people all over the world, we in the Green Party have
beccwe  increasingly comcerred abcut the dawage the human race has raused {o those
delicate relaticnships upon which the very existence of life on cur plaret depends.
By polluting and exploiting the ervircrment we are causing the destruction of our
eco-system at all levels - lecal, naticral amd global.

Our acticrs can have highly damagirg and destructive effects on the health of cur
erwvircrmert which is as evident here in Liverpcel as anywhere else. The symptoms
of detericration, wneglect and decay in cur City reads like a horror story: the
Mersey is ore of the mest polluted rivers in Eurcpe, the Irish Sea is the wost
radicactive sea in the world, solid wastes such as sewage, fats and cil are washed
up on cur shores  and coastline, and the quality of drinking water is a matter of
growing corcerr. Then there are the all teo familiar problems of widespread
grafitti, fly posting, varndalism, derelict shops, buildings and houses, neglected
parks ard cemetries, degs fouling the pavements etc.

We have tc realise that as almcst everything we do  affects the envircrment, ite
protection,  together with the control of pollution, veguires waticnal f{ard
internaticral) action, and merecver, @ radical charge in attitudes and behavicur.

Things could be very differert, ac the trarsformations brought abcut by the
Interrational Garden Festival and Albert Deck development have proved.

LONG TERM-

v Ta develep ard deploy a strategy for the ‘greening' of the City over the next
10 to 15 years.

¥  To clean-up the Mersey.
¢ To introduce ecologically acceptable methods of treating sewage. -

¥ To find ways of ‘drastically reducing pollution fram vehicle exhausts.

% To work towards the reduction of excessive noise in tbe City: - .
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SHORT TERM-

¢ To encourage envirormental education at every level providing adequate
rescurces as recessary. A clean up the City camspaign would be laurched.

¢  Expand the Council's Erwirormental Health Dept. giving it resporsibility for
monitoring and co-crdinating all aspects of envirommental pollutiom.

¥ To strictly apply provisions contained in the Control of Pollution Aot 1974 -
particularly relating to exhaust emissions.

¥  Tc minimise the problem of fouling of paveserts etc by creating specific dog
toilet areas and encouraging owrers to train their dogs to use thew. Fines
for of fenders would be increased. The problem of stray dogs would be tackled.

¥  Low level radiation levels would be monitored. Contirgency plans would be
drawn up to deal with a Chernobyl type incident at amy of the surrcurding
nuclear power statiors.

¢  To establish a District Foed Commision which would momitor food guality,
provide informaticn on food production ard provide advice for  the consumer,

¥  To promcte the developmwert of an entensive programse of conservation work and
ervirormental improvements arcund the City.

if we are to make cwr City a decent place to live in, both for curselves ard future
gererations, we have tc embrace a new set of values: ror-expleitative, non-viclent
and rer-materialistic; for success in tackling cur deeprocted envircmsental
problems deperds as much on the attitudes and behavicur of us all as on new
legislation or measures introduced by the Coumcil.




A Wl _EVREEI.— SRR o el

Despite some advances over the years, women in Britain  still suffer fros
giscriminaticn of mwany kinds. Nt only does this discrimiration result in a denial
of basic rights but it is alsc aw all-pervasive limitation of women's potential., It
is experienced by wowen every day in the way our society forces them to be deperdent
on wen, in the viclence and humiliation women suffer at the hands of men, ard in the
attitudes men have towards women. This experience is propagated by the exploitation
of fewale sexuality in the media.

Weasured cn any scale, the contribution by women, to the Family, tc the local
econcmy and to the community generally is enorwous. Because the traditicnal work of
womers  falls almost entirely into the category of essential work, to remcve it would
result in the collapse of family, econcory and community., The fact that women are in
a majority and continue to endure this descriminaticn is deplorable.

Greens seek to correct ore of the greatest historic errors: confusing what are seen
as "feminire virtues" - murturing, co-operation and sharing, with weakress, and
crediting "masculine attributes” - aggressiveress, rcompetition and ruthlessress,
with strength. In all cur policies we are concerned with the liberation of both nen
and women from these traditioral sterectypes and demonstrating that cwr future
strength lies in balancing the masculire and feminive elements present in us all,

The long term aim of the Liverpcel GBreen Party is the creation of a City in which
all aspects of life are conducted with the full and egqual participation of wowern.
The intrcducticn of owr Basic Incowe Schewe {see Sccial Welfare) would end the
existing eccncmic discrimination  against women and remove  wany  practical
difficulties they face in combining child rearing, family comsitments and careers.
It offers the flexibility that mer and women need to evable them to share domestic
duties.

POLICIES

*  Ore aim of Green Politics is for women to have much greater representation on
all legiclative bodies, both naticnally amd locally. Until a better balance is
achieved in Liverpcol City Council, 3 MWowen's Corsultative Commitiee would be
ectablished tc ensure equal involvement of women at all stages of the
decision—making process.

#  Community nurseries should be established to enable women to participate wore
fully in all aspects of society.
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# In order tc help alleviate the increased ircidence of viclence  towards wowen
we would: '
A. Improve street lighting.
B, Irtrcduce special "women only” wight time bus services onm a trial basis.
L. Establish special units to deal with victims of rape, where female
doctors would be available.
D. Bive greater resocurces to women's support groups.

¢«  Better facilities would be provided for Ante/Fost-Natal care at a lccal Level,
We would also support the deward for wore female Comsultart Gynaecclopists and
Dbstetricians in the Health Service locally, f{ot of 3 Consultant
Byraecclogists in Liverpool only ore is a woman).

%  Pnoequal opportunities policy would be applied in the appointment, training,

and prometicn of Council ewployees, and in the setiing and teaching of school -

curriculae.

£ A1l senist advertising cver which the Courcil has control or influence would be
giscouraged.

+  Cawpaigning for the developwerd of equal provision of sports facilities for
womer, e,g. facilities and activities for women cnly, creche facilities, amd
the appointwent of women sports metivators together with support for projects
such as the Merceyside Women and Girls Sport ard Recreation Project, and the
‘Sisters Network'! in wonen's rurming.

f radical charge in ocur perception of men and women in scriety will recessitate a
widespread and fundawerntal reappraisal of cur attitudes and values, in order tc
escape from the existing patriarchal system, At local level our policies should go
scme way tewards improving the situation in Liverpool,

“NOW USTEN, YOU SEXY UTTLE THING, I uAS INTD
FEMmI SM BEFOBE You wERE Borv !l




The Liverpocd Green Party in comson with the party at large, seeks tc create a new
way of thinking and working which is based upon co-cperation and sharing. We place
great emphasis on providing for everyone's veeds in a way which does not require the
explecitation of other people, whether in this country, or elseshere in the world
{the exploitation of the pecple of the Third World is just ancther form of racism),
The policies of the Green Party are therefore geared to providing for the needs of
pverycre regardless of vace, colowr or creed. The essence of Breenm Folities is
Anti-Racist.

We in the Breen Party feel that racial discrimination in Liverpocl must be tackled
on a rumber of fromts, e.g.  in improving the economic status of ethnic groups,
improving their political  representation on the City Cowncil, and generally
educating the pecple of Liverpecd as to the wature of racial discrimivation ard the
pain and suffering it causes.

POLICIES

% To set up an Adviscry Committee comprised of pecple from the black community to
give guidance and advice on all areas of policy which relate to the needs of
racial mincrities, until such time as they are more equally represented on the
City Courcil. In the leng term we hope that our policies on local dewccracy
weuld help to elimivate the present imbalance of political representation on
the City Council, '

¥  fc an employer the City Council would ensure that the rumber of black employees
carresponds move  equally with the proportion of black pecple in the City ac a
whole.

¥ In keeping with cur pelicy of local production for local needs we would
erccurage  the develcpmert of small businesses and co-cperatives which are more
likely to emplay pecple from the local reighbourhocd. Thus the black community
would have an cpportunity to develop a local economy which would berefit their
o compurity.

¢ To suppert racial groups wishing to mairtain their own cultural identity. The
city as & whole would berefit from such 2 policy as it would be culturally

erriching.

% e suppart community based initistives that aim tc combat racism.
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¥ To launch a public education campaign to help everyome understamd the nature
and effect of racism.

#  To support the efforts of the local anti-apartheid groups in their oppositon to
the Scuth African regime.

% To encourage and support a variety of sulti-celtural and multi-ethnic events
and activities which reflect Liverpool's long standing, richly diversified
community structure, i.e. equal opportunity for creative expression by the
City's Chirese, Asiam, and Afro/Carribean coamunities.
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FEOFLE WITH A HAaND I OCAe

Pecple who have a physical, mental or emctional hardicap often have to carry the
additional burden of soeiety's gquite wunnecessary discrimiraticn. The resulting
divide between ‘wormal' ard 'abnormal' only serves to impoverish everyone -
hardicapped pecpie are deprived of the wide range of contacts they veed to develop
their full potertial whilst cthers are deprived of contact with & section of the
commurity whe can inspire by demonstrating their patience and great cowrage in
overcoming adversity, together with the extensive and valuable skills they can offer.

The creation of small, more caring communities combined with our policies on
education and health would help to windmise this discriminaticn. However, additicral
specific policies would be recessary te facilitate better integration and mebility.

POLICIES
#  To erncure the right of hardicapped pecple to use ard enjoy, without irhibition,

iibraries, ciremas, theatres, museums and shops with special access times
arranged where reCEESATY.

P
i}

ull provision of access for handicapped pecple to be incerporated in licences

for

11 future putlic buillding werks and the hardicapped to be consulted at all

&
stages of plarmarng.
* Ewisting public places and pupiic tramsport fo be wade wore accessible.

*  3eif-help groups and organisations specificaliy set wp for the disabied, such
as the Greerdark Project in Scuth Liverpeely; to be actively enccuraged and
cupperted.

x So esnigee  the possibility of promcting counselling centres tc provide advice
snd acsisiance relevart to the special probless encountered by nandicapped
pecple and thelr families.

»  To vecognise the fundawental right of hardicapped pecple o Work, We support

the developmert of sheliered employmert schemes in existing workplaces
throughout the City.
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aNIMAL. RIGHTS

The prirciple of ecclogy is that all life on Earth is  irdterdeperdert. Due o the
combivation of a population explesion ard ewpansion of industry and econceic growth,
an intence conflict of irterest has arisen between humars ard rature which has
irevitably resulied in the pollutices of water, air amd lard and the extinction of
mary species of animals, insects and plants. - It is a destructive trend that
threaters all life n earth and can only be vreversed if we all adept a furdamertal
change in attitude towards fellow beings, beth human and animal amd  rature
gererally; an attitude whici is net based on expleitaion for profit, greed o
varnity,

We must begin to guestion the system which permits animals to  be regarded as mere
resources to be  eater, surgically manipulated or ctherwise exploited for sport or
BOTEY.

At least of equal importance to conmtroclling abuses as they cocur s the need to
ircorporate  inte the school syllabus a compassicnate regard for all life. To this
end lessons sheuld be desigred to fester a charge in cutleok in children who, like
the rest of us, have a culture founded on the exploitation of animals. The moral
questions should always be considered whenever the 'use' of animals arises - whether
for focd, medicire, sport ete.

We must realise that by derying the right of animals to live in peaceful
co-existence with us we debase cur humanity, however, by respecting the right of
animals ard cther lifeforms we automatically protect curselves and  justify cur
unique position as trustees and stewards of our planet. On a2 personal  level
therefore mary Greens choose to be vegan/vegetarian as they feel it is wrong to work
for peace and humars righte whilst costinuing to expleit animals.

¥ To support the right of young pecple in schocls bys
{a) All schoods to provide an altervative of ror-neat weals.
{b) Demestic science classes to allow children to prepare vegan/vegetarian
recipes ac an approved altermative,
{c) An alternative syllabus be provided for all children whoe do not mish tc
urdertake anmimal dissectiom in biclogy classes,
{d) The intreduction of lessems on animal/pet rcare ard behavicur with
voluntary cpecialiste  from animal  welfare wrganisations  to supplement
professicral teachers where recessary.
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We oppose the dissection of animals - in any experiment and support the use of
wodels, diagraws and cther forws of ron-animal display,

We cppose the comwercial trade in animal products e.g. furs,

We appose all experimerts on 1ive animals and shall seek tc persuade the
University and other research establishwerds within the City to step such
practice and develop alternative research wethods,

We are opposed to all forws of 'factery' farming metheds and will therefore use
ail means at cur disposal to end factory farming in Liverpool,

We would review the licenting system relating to pet shops with a view to

imposing conditions which are likely to severely restrict the keeping and sale
of animals,

We would enter into discussions with the RSFCA and other anipal welfare
organisaticns to consider the best course of action to cortrol and prctect dogs
and cats in the community e.0. & licencimg system for dog owners to firance a
dog marden schewe and reutering service.

Circus everts which irclude animal ‘acts' would noet  be permitted on lorcal
suthority land. It will be a condition of lettimg of council property for

fairs ard similar everts that animals are vt given as prizes.

We suppcrt the movement to erd all blocd sports in the area - in particular the
Waterlce Cup. We oppose the use of lead weights by anglers.
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WS TE

tet's clarify one thing straight away - wost of the stuff we throw in cur bins 1= not
rubbish. Such things as glass tetties, paper/cardbeard, wetal and vegetable waste are
valuable rescurces werth millions of pourds to cur city every year. Until now 1t nac
not been conesidered recessary or ec¢ném1cally worthwhile to recover and recycle these
potentially valuable materizlc, ang therefore the poiicy to-date has been to bury it
wt  of sight at great cost to the ratepayer. The Green Farty is very much cpposed to
this appalling waste of rescurces.

POLICIES
LONG TERM-—

¥ TJo campaign for the introduction of regulations to BriCCUrage miramun  safe
packaging of all iccally produced nccde,

* To campaign for a8 policy for returnable depesits to be chirged on all reusable
food containeres,

¥ The implementation of & natural rescurces tax to be levied on ail locally
produced raw materials, thereby assisting local coumunity vestures involved in
the recycling industry,

SHORT TERM-

¥ The laurch of a public information ard education campaign tc  encourage
recycling, repair, re-use and conservation of these valuable rescurces.

¢+ To secure grants from Central Govermment tc support  comsunity based recycling
schemes.,

*  To intrcduce a scheme for separating wunicipal ard domestic waste at Eouree te
facilitate recycling.

*  To use recycled paper for sost council business and for schocl use.

* Te restore to the pecple of Liverpocl an efficient and reliable system of refuse
collection. ~

These measures would create wany employment opportunities, improve the lccal
envircrment ard help restore community spirit.
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PESCE AaNnD THE SrIiIfprr

Most convertional politicians talk about the econciy and pecples' veeds as  if
waterial thirgs were all that wattered. The guest for horey, power and possessicns
has become the deminant theme  in cur scciety today, Many pecple feel a sense of
hopelessress when confronted with the mourding problems of unempleyment, drugs,
nuclear weapors etc., Greens believe it is important to recognise these problems feor
the profound spiritual failure they represent.

The purpose of any econcmic activity is o secure, if not enharce, our fubure
wellbeirg.  Nobedy deries that geed health, a feeling of security for curselves and
loved ones and freedon tc satisfy cur spiritual, irdellectual and emctional needs are
Just as importart to cur gereral wellbeing ac the satisfaction of cur material repds,

The problem is that cur presert econcmic system is geared tc consumption and
competiticn where such drives as greed ard envy are cultivated and rewarded, in a
system which adheres to the deeply irgraired belief that the pursuit of growth and
material wealth ic an end in itself. It is this system which crushes cup spirit,
sturte the intellect, diminishes the quality of cur lives and serves to widen the gap
between those "with' ang those "without!,

It i= becoming increasingly clear that increased rescurces for law and order have not
reduced crime {in fact Just the oppesite) and increased sperding o defence has arnly
served t¢  undermire cur serse of security.

What Greens are saying is that 'success' in e soeiety is gererally achieved at
Scecre else's  expence. Under the present system we are continually at war with ome
ancther ard because cur material wealth car enly be achieved by destroying our
ervirorment we are alsc at war with nature, If we carry an like this lastirg peace
will rever be attained whether or ot ruclear weapons are removed,

Breens believe it is therefore essential to  work toward peaceful, nor-viclent
solutions  to cur problems, begirming with the individual in his o her persaral
relationships with others, and from there exterding cutwards te the wider camunity,

Only when we serice cur wnity with cther life forms will we step attempting to conquer
nature by enpleiting animals ang destroying  the envircrment, Only  when we develop
leve and respect for life in all ite manifestaticns will we discover the purpcse and
#eaning  of cur own life, Only then will we be able to attain cur full petertial ang
achieve that lasting peace which will Quarantee the future for cur children,

In the final anlysis, lasting peare can cnly be based upww a genuine understanding
of the relaticnship betweer pecple and planet,
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ENERGY

We live ir a world which is quickly usirg up its stores of vital, and in mary cases
irreplaceable, rescurces. In the field of energy this ic especially the case,
foaly pas ard cily are all the products of millions of years of evclution, yet cur
present society is using them up at an astonishing rate. Future gererations will
have to survive with much less, ard fnllowing Cherncbyl the dangers of producirg
ruclear power make this an unacceptable cption. (See section on The Nuclear Issue),

However, even with this wasteful misuse of resources we still see many senior
citizens dying each winrter because they cammct afford to pay the high heating
bills,

Urtil now erergy comservation has never been given a high pricrity, but there iz an
increasing awareress of the econcnic berefits even if the emvircrmental arguments
are ignered.

Teking these basic facts into comsideration, we in the Liverpool Green Farty
believe that present erergy policies are not just inadequate, but alsc unsustainable
ard unjust, They are a crime against present and future gereraticrms,

POLICIES

LONG TERM-

¥ To decentralise the system of erergy production,

¥ To restore to the pecple of Liverpool the freedom to make the decisions on
energy production and distribution.

¢ To develcp a programe of research into all forms of verewable and sustainable
energy to secure the long term future.

SHORT TERM-
*+  The establishwent of a District Erergy Puthority to assess the reeds of the
city, and to give advice and pguidarce on erergy comservation and pelicy |

fermation.

#  The building of swall Combived Heat/Pewer Staticdis to produce electricity and
heat. for the local community. These are well established on the Cortivent, ang
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*

locally, Liverpocl University has successfully installed  a CHP tc'supply heat
to most of its buildirgs. N

Te promote energy efficiency  in all rnew buildings and refurbishment
incorporating increased insulatiom levels and better “design criteria than at

present..

To exterd the programme for draught procfing ard  insulation of heusing, giving
pricrity to the elderiy and benefit claimants.

Develﬁpment of local alternative energy scurces, such as methare from organic
waste and harrescing the potential power of the Mersey Estuary.

Te promete erergy efficiency in trarsport.

These are scwe of the main pelicies which we put forward as sclubicns o cur present
erergy problems. The advantages would include creating useful work and the reduction
of pelluticn. The essential point to remember however, 1s that we live ona planet

 with limited rescurces. We must begin to recognise this fact and develop cur erergy

policies accordingly.




TreranNsHroORyY

Dur lorg term objective is o conserve erergy arnd natural rescurces by reducivg
tverall demand for tramsport. This will only be acnieved by developsng smailer,
self reliant comunities where people work at or near to their homes, and live rear
the services they rely upon. There would be 3 new appreach to planming  based on
the objective of ensuring equal safety for all mcdes of transpeet, which recoghises
that all road users - cyclists, pedestrians and metorists - cshould have egual
rights.

POLICIES

* We are essentially opposed to the privatisaticon of our bus service which was
impcsed upon us by Central Bovermment and will press for a return to demccratic
controel as speedily as possible.

%  We shall seek to introduce a free bus service in the city lirking central
facilities.

¢  Entersive bus priority measures such as bus lanes, would be intrcduced on all
main routes, where practicable.

+  Conductors would be re-introduced on some services.
*  The importance of walking and cycling as means of transport would be promcted.

¥  fn extensive cycle route network would be developed throughout the city to
ensure that cycling becomes as safe as other forms of tramsport. Secure cycle
parking facilities would be provided in the city cemire. A cycle ce-crdinator
would be appointed to initiate improvemests and liaise with cther departments
to ensure new developwent deec net adversely affect cyclists.

#  Read surfaces  are & hazard to pedestriarne and road users alike. Pricriiy
would be given to repairing and mairdaining existing footpaths and roads.

+  Park and ride schemes would be introduced, ard car pocling would be encouvaged.

¥  Meacures t¢ control traffic flw and redeced speeds would be  irtrcduced in
densely populated areas and rear schools.

fin alterrative transport system such as this would help to conserve energy, increase
fiexibility of travel, reduced wnoise amd pollution, and improve road  safety.
Additionally this would lead to. greater personal health.
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THE MNMNUCL EOR Zt SSUIE

Following the near disaster at Three Mile Island in 1379 and the accident at
Cherncby! in 1986 wany pecple are questicming the wisdom. of continuing the search
for safe wmuclear power. The experts were quick to reassure us that the Cherncbyl
disaster could nct happerr here {while at the sawe time West Germarn experts were
reassuring pecple that GSellafield could not happen there), but many remain
sceptical. '

Merseyside is surrcunded by the wnuclear industry - Uranius and sperd  fuel from
overseas is shipped in through Barrow and Workingtom; Uranium fuel for power
stations is made near Preston; Uranium is erriched for fuel and ruclear weapors at
Caperhurst in Wirral; we are encircled by nuclear power staticns - Trawsfynydd in
Snowdemia, Wylfa in fnglesey ard Heyshaw in Lancashire, Spemt fuel from both here
and abread is reprocessed at Sellafield in  Cumbria where there have been many
sericus 1eake of radicactivity. Nearby Drigg is the largest radicactive waste
dispcsal site in  the country, whilst the Irish Sea is the most radicactive sea in
the world {House of Commons Select Coumittee Report 1986). Until recewntly Plutonium
was frequertly flown cut of Liverpoel airport; Uramium, spent nuclear fuel ard
military Plutonium is regularly travnsported throughout  the Newth West by road and
rail.

The vuclear industry embcdies everything in our scciety of which Greens are mest
critical, It is centralised, secretive, authoritarian, extremely dangerous, beycod
demccratic contrel and dismissive of fulure gererations.

Many pecple are concerned, and rightly sc,  about the mounting evidence linking lew
level radiation with cancer, particularly leukaemia in children. When we add this
te cother aspects such as the pessibility of terrorist attack and the insurscuntable
problems in trying to safely dispose of nuclear waste we believe it is crazy to
carry on & momert lovger with the nuclear cption.

A disaster on the scale of Chernchyl COULD happer here - the chances are small, but
the corseguerces would be devastating., The ircny is that we doew't reed ruclear
pewer berause cur energy requirements can be wet by cther mears.  We believe the
enly safe future is now - wuclear ard therefore support the movement for the
IMMEDIATE CLOSURE OF ALL NUCLEAR INSTALLATIONS iw the area, both civil and military.
I the meantime we will actively suppcrt. the develcpment of ruclear free zones
throughout the Nerth West.
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LoaND LUUSE

Hé believe that lard, like the air we breathe, is nct capable of being cwred in the
way that we own a car or videoy and that whilst we are free to acquire the products
of cur own waking, we are nct at liberty to acquire the Earth iv this way.

A large proportion of the lamd in Liverpocl is owned by comwercial interests. We
saintain that this land belongs collectively to the people and forus part of cur
commors wealth. We therefore seek radical measures of lard reform desigred to return
the City to its citizens

Rs a long terw cbjective we would seek to introduce a Community Ground Rent. This
would be a rental on all land payable to the local council ard - would replace the
present general rating system.

The effect of this would be that unused lard would become a liability rather than an
asset as rent would have to be paid whether the land was used or not. Large areas
of our City presently 'owned' by large organisations would gradually be released and
taker up by more efficient comsunity based activity.

The main berefit of this would be the remeval of an urderlying cause of unemployment
and would vesult in a very significart boost towards the regereration of cur logal
econciy. The restoration of equality inm the right to use land would immediately
help to reduce the levels of uremploynent. as previously unused lard would beccme
productive {see Local Econcay).

We reed tc understard that the present society based on capitalist values, and
which explcits people, animals and the envircnwert alike in pursuit of profit, is
grounded in land cwnership and could et survive without it,

LONG TERM AIMS-—

t To establish a system of land terwre tc provide the framework for ecclogical
use, with security of terure vested in the individual and in small-ccale
enterprises rooted in the ccamunity.

* To re-establish land as a community asset, mo longer subject to monopoly and
speculative pressures.

¢ Toensure that the returns frow land use that are rot attributable to the
efforts of the individual, benefit the community as a whole. :

We carnct make larnd free but we can all share in its benefits. Wher, we have
achieved this cbjective we shall have established one of the basic requirements for
REAL DEMOCRACY.
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FARKS AND _ OFEN SPERacES

Farks, recreatioral areas ard other oreen spaces act as  importard breaks on the
built-up envircoment in Liverpocl. They provide a positive comtribution fo cur
gereral wellbeing and should not be merely regarded as gaps between buildings and
roads. fs & gemeral policy therefore, they would be given a higher pricrity. In
additicn scme amenities such-as allctments serve useful functions and would be
increased where possible, iw an effort to create an envirorment which wesld inprove
cur city ard enhance the guality of life for everyoe.

LONG TERM-—

# To ensure that good quality parklard ard cther cpen spaces become key features
o the City's landscape to meet the needs of local pecple.

#  There it no sccial justification for marginal, unused or derelict land in
Liverpocl - green spaces and recreaticnal areas should be created where
pessible.

SHORT TERM -

To upgrade and enhance existing parks to enccurage pecple to use them.

¥  TJo develop wildlife habitats, rature trails etc within parks, to enable local
pecple to educate themselves about the natural envircrment.

*  To actively promcte the use of allctments by maintaining present sites and
creatinp rew sites where required, especially for people without the bemefit of
a garden. This woculd have the added advantage of producing fresh feod for lecal
pecple.

¥  Where possible, to maintain beth  existing provision of leisure facilities such
as bowls, putting ete, ard to extend it, incorporating areas for walking,
relaxing and sccialising, together with runming, orienteering and  fitress
trails etc.

#  Tc encourage the development of city farws and community gardens.
Te commicsicn & study investigating the future land-use potential of the Garden
Festival Site tt serve the reeds of the pecple of Liverpool.

*  We oppose the increasing use of pesticides and other toxins and would promote
the use of organically based aliernatives wherever possible,

The protection ard improvement of cur parks and cpen  spaces uitimately deperds on

the cc-operation of local people.  Community imvolvewent in the developuert ard
maintenance of the above measures would be actively enmccuraged.
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WIDER ISSUES

Obvicusly some of our policies outlined in this manifestec could net be fully
inmplemented without changes in national legislation. Much of what we would like to
achieve will inevitably be frustrated by the limited powers presently vested in
local authorities. ' ‘

We therefore set out below a brief sussary of the aims and policies of the Green
Party extracted from our National Manifesto: :

¥

The introduction of proportional representation for all elections.

Self govermment forr Scotland, Wales and the regions. bGradual - devolution of
power from Westwinster, leaving National Boverrment to coordinate such things
as pollution control,; resource sanagement, defence amd international affairs.

The introduction of a Natiomal Basic Income Scheme, abolition of National
Insurarce contributions and reform of tax laws to allow District Councils to
deternine their own taxation priorities. Rates to be phased cut and replaced
by Community Ground Rent :

To establish a Central Energy Authority to replace existing boards i.e. gas,
electricity, and coal, with a view to eliminating unnecessary competition for
erergy. Ancther function would be to administer the decentralisation of control
te lorcal emergy authorities. The closure of all nuclear power stations as fast
as possible.

Tc reverse the current agricultural policy by encowraging swall scale nixed
organic farming and prosoting greater ecological diversity. The ultimate ain
is to becowme as self sufficient in basic foods amd renewable resources as
possible.

To create a Pollution Commission responsible for nationwide monitoring of all
forms of pollution ard possessing far reaching powers to penalise of fenders.

To radically restructure the National Health Service to establish a
decentralised, dewocratically accountable health service where inforwed
participation by the individual, combined with cooperation between health
professionals in the comsunity, promotes good health for all. Advertising and
sparnsorship of tobacco and alcochel products to be banned.
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o transfer investment frow mctorways to railways ard carais. The read fumd
tax tc be replaced by increased tax om fuei 5o as to refiect the true scoial
and procivonsental costs of road transport.

The intreduction of a Bill of Rights and Freedow of Infurmation Act to restore
ard safequard the liberty of the irdividual.

Dependence on ruclear, chemical amd biclogical weapors would be rencunced. All
foreign military installations and bases would be removed. We would withdraw
from NATD and try tc estabiish a neruwirely defersive, ron—nuclear ard
nor-aligred posture. The development of Social Defemce based on nor-viclerd
resistance and non-cooperation with an irvading force. The export of arms and
nuclear techrology would stop.

Tariffs on imports amd exports would be introduced to reduce levels of
irternational trade and encourage local ard regicnal seif-reliarce.

Rid to the third world would be ircreased ard given (rot lcaned) to pramote
lorally seif-reliant amd-ecologically sound ecomomies and ot merely as a mears
of supporting U.K. industries. 'Debts' of wany of the pocrer countries would
be written off.

USED TO BE CALLED THE EARTHLY
PARADISE.




T SLim Lk

In this manifestc many rew ideas have been put forward to challerge the
cerventional policies of the wain parties, The politics of right, left amd centre
car be likened tc & three lane metcrway, with different vehicles in separate lanes
all trying to overtake each cther but all heading in the wrong  directicm, Green
pelitics is heading in a totally differert direction to that of a1l the cther
parties. It is the similarities betweer the policies of the mairstrean partiec which
links them tcgether far more than their superficial differences distinguish them.
All are dedicated to eccromic growth  and expansicn of the means of producticr.
Similarly they are cumitted to a materialistic appreach in crder to provide fov
pecples’ reede.

Breen politics and citizens' movements are rapidly being established all cver
tne world to respord to the urgest situation arising from the uwrelenting attack upon
our plaret, breught abcut by the blind commitwert to growth at all costs  of the
irdustrialised courtries, It is a system which perpetuates division - rich from
pocry North from Scuth and East from West. It is a system which 1s pushing rature
ta the limits beyord which there may be irreparabie damage tc cur ecosystem.  Some
of the hidder costs of industrialisw are now locming large o the horizon - the
glcbal warnings are there for all to see. On top of this, the spectre of nuclear war
ard the vast rescurces comitted to mairdaining the sc-called deferce budgets further
urdernire cur security and furdamentally diminish the quality of life.

The aim of Green politics is nol to impose cur ideals ard beliefs oo cthers but
merely to highlight the reed for fundasental changes in cur scciety ard to point in
the directicn in which we should be heading,

Green politics is a mixture of comson serse ard visiony it's  about firdiny
sustainable scluticrs to cur problems ard about pecple taking power within their own
commriity. We have all become conditiored to the process of passing cur
resporsibility to 'specialists’; we must relearn to acrept responsibility  for
curselves orce again.

Mary of the changes we desire do not depend upon the Green Farty securing
control of the City Council. They can be achieved gquite quickly ard effectively by
individuals joining together in their reighbcurhocd to work cut sclutioms to their
o particular problems. The develcpuent of community councils is a growing trerd in
cur City, Of ccurse this process of self empwerment camnct be fully implemerted
without the passing down of power from above. The role of the Green Party is to act
as a catalyst in this process.

We sincerely hope that by producing this manifestc the Liverpocl Green Party
have demcristrated tnat there really is an alternative to ocur presert way of life. If
you share cur hope for the future please join with us to make it into reality,

OTHER PARTIES MAY PROMISE THE MOON —
ONLY THE GREENS SGUARANTEE THE EARTH.

39




If you would like to join the LIVERPOOL GREEN PARTY, then

please send a cheque/P.O. payable to the * LIVERPOOL GREEN
PARTY ’, to the address below.

Current subscription rates:
Standard £10 (Joint £15)

or Low-Waged/Claimants/Students
£5 (Joint £8).
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