_

T}M!EAREMORLENVIRDWT,ECOWKANDANDMLVELFAREGRQUPSIN ¥
ERITAINMANI‘IBEREEISEINTHEVOM THERE IS A 1LONG TRADITION OF

PEACE CAMPAIGNING.  The Suffragettes inspired women throughout the world
Devolutionary cells and regional

have provided a cohstant back-cloth tc¢ the theatre of
Why then have we signally failed to produce an

to tackle gexual inequalities,
autonony
nationsl politics.

effective radical challenge to conventional political parties amd

institutiong?

In this article, DAVID TAYLOR sees a convergence in

the eighties of those social movements that form the bedrock of our

radicalism,
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PEMINLISM, NONVIOLENCE, ECOLOGY snd
dircat demogracy, each distinet in
prigin and agtion, now co-operate
to present what could he the most
vowerful and radical challenge to
evor face the British state,
Comumnd ty netion groups, the
Women for Life on Earth, the
Eeology Party and the apti-nuclesy
novement have all played their
role in highlighting the links
whiceh gould bind these four sosial
movements inte an irresistible
politieal chnllenge, Each
confronts domingtion, whether it be
the maseyline over the feminine,
the vielent over the gentlé, the
aptificial over the oyganic, or the
ceptralised over the logal, They
chellonge the mutuslly rainforcing
values of patxisrchy, militarism,
acongmic growth and centralism,

It is therefore imperstive that
these radical movemgnts combine
also: together they pould form the
moss powerful political movement
in this country.

Each has leng searched for a true
politlical home to Pepleds theix
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present 'existence' on the margins
of orthedox political currents
sugh as socialism or liberalism,
There ig hope that they eould now
form the mainstream of n gemuinely
radical force. There is only one
colour that can give full
expression to this desive for a
living, dynamie interaction between
peaple and a caxing relationship
with our planet. Groen ig the
colour of healing, of balance amd
of life - the propsrities that owr
divided and seared world so
desparately neads,

FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE ON POWER

The feminist perspective on power
structures in society must be
understood if the grgon movement,
15 to bave any real Qha.nw of
pulling together, The Beology
Party's past failure to understand
feminism has been ome of the main
reaaons for its lack of support
from those it considers its
natural allies., National paxty
politics are seen as an extension
of the traditional 'male' appreoach
hosed on eompotitiem,  contraiism

T L T F L B A D

The'fpnr‘tqr' Jabel
has dliensted many feminists who
would otherwise ‘be Eco's natural
supporters: a feminigt analysis
links the domination of women by
men vith the demination of the
earth by men and distorted mascu-
line values, Potential violence
is seen as the means by vhich men
use their physical strength to
retain power and indoctrinate
vomen inta e subgeyvient role in
mogt relationshipa,

dn working for non-gexist modes of

Yiving and organiging, feminists
have played an important part in
helping to break down hierarchies
in the movement and develop

collective campaigning structures

and skills, many of which are naw

- used throughout the nonviolence

mavement.

'mm. msom CONFRONTATION
.Femimam is concernmed with

coyrecting the imbalance between
{eminine and masouline values,

‘Feminine values are geen as those

of healing, home making, sharing,
and being emotiopal; with mesculipe
values heing these of aggruession,
oompetition, domination and
ratdonaliam,

Fominism began with the Sufi‘mgettesx
that led to the atruggle of women o
asgert thomgelves in a men's werid
through emphagising their

maaouling characteristica,

This struggle is now eévolving into

what is ealled 'third wave femindiam'

or eco~feminiem, . In thig,

eVETyone - woman or mah - seeks to
find their own personal balance
between the mesculine and feminine,
the 1ational and ‘tha emotional, the
competitive and the cnllective.
Whereas women ave oppresged hy
outgide inflnences, men tond to
suppress their feminine character-
igticas themselves, Oue result is
tha oase with which tha militaxry
can divorce decisions from their
actual buman consequenees. More
than any of tho other cernerstones

.feminiem confronts on a personal

level,

Men find this choellenge particularly
diffiocult; but without a new and
dypamic relationship hetween the
feminine and the masculine we shall
ot have tha power, based on
personal contact, to build the
green movement at nll.

D AN NVDA

In the 60s tho peace movement vas
seriously divided between direct
action groups and those who
followed the conventional approach
of the CND leadership. This was
one of the main reasons for ity
failure. Last Novenber CND
goamitted iiseli 4o npomviolent



direct action (NVDA) when necess-
ary. This single decision reflects
# shift in the thinking of CND
activists that goes way beyond the
question of tactics,
are nov backling the problems of
Z:x:i,era."éh;y; and sextsm within their
own grovups; they are building new
structures and campadguing
technigues. In fact it might be
saifl. that the peace novemerrt was
evolving into the nonvivlende =
sovenents  groups are (Ls.~sposmg of’
theiy fchairmen’ and are using
consensus debigion LLhmg and
collective structures.

PERESONAL HESPONSLBILITY AECLATMED

Cb's decision on NVDA cleardy
stows bhat it sees it regponsibic
Liby to rid this country of muclear
weapons as more important than its
respongibility to obey civil law,
This realaiming of personal
respongibility for the bealth and
welfare of both planet and people
is the central themo of direct
democracy. Meny of us feel that
the peace movement is part of a
mach broader strogsle thst takes
uppissij@jou 1o wiolenee furtbher .
than nuclear weapons. The. -

ovinciples of poaviolenee apply in -

our homes, comumtkities, and
relagbionships with the planet.

The Women for Life on Earth
bhighlight the,clear links between
feninism, nouviclence, ecology and
direct democracy. It is signifi-
cant that they have become the
focal point of: our resistance to
cruise at USAF Greerham Common.

IHE SOCIAL BASE OF EVOLUS ION

As » dynamic social relation,
nonviolence is the means by which
reople discover that their social
power is not dependent upon wealth,
veaponry , ainthoyity or institutions.
it is a form of organising and
actbing that allows us a1l to
develop our full potential and to
challenge the very essence of

stale power - wviolence, Nature

can be violent as, well as none
violent, no one can deny that.
However, we have.now reached a

time when violence threatens
planetary existence,

dorviolence is the mecessary.:
counteracting force. Threatened
with global annibilation, people
threoughout ihe world ave coming
together to résist this Ill"lJIlI.'tIEL'bL
catastitphel ~ I nhndivlence. t}-oy
hold the'seeds of a changé so
radical that ' ﬁhe Tliiidre of humani by,
could Foreves be K% in a new
divection. "Nohviolence is not
Just tiae abgende!los violence; it is
the social power on which our
evelution rests. '
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:aspects. ..

Many activists

POLITICAL ECOLOGY

tiwo main

the physical and fthe
human. Physical ecology is based
on the principie that we mugt learn
to live -in harmony with nature
within the limits of the Barth's
finite supply of resources.

Political ecology has

Unlike the essentianlly reactionary
politics of environmewtsiism, K.g
ecology tackles the canses of :
polluwtion and anvironpeybal:
degradations ALl oier p{}111u.ca.1
dactrines shaze é"beli’ef in |
perpetual ecunumju growth — the:
assumption that 4t is both po.:'sﬂale
aud, desirable tofever increase our
peddiuetion and nnaumptwn. a root
(tause of n_plom'mhtm. j
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Ecologists therefore propose
transition to's sustsinable ec¢onomy
pabting back into ‘the!l Earth what we
take out and learning to tread
lightly and live more ‘$ify
recognising the natural lawq of our
existence.

HUMAN L( OLOGY

Hmuan power over nature turns out

to be a power exercised by sonme
peaple over others, with natural
resources as their instrument:

the exploitation of people cannot
therefore be separated from the
exploitation o:f"i{)c Karth, =
Beginning with tdap se al“bhe. hottom
of the pile’, this level of W 1%+
exp[otmt»on has cavsed wassive
,m[,termg and now threatens our
wry surgival unless we begin the

fransition to a susteinabie society,

A system can only be sustainable if
it pusrantees the basic material
secarity of all and allows for full
participation in deeision taking '
witth the establishment of collecbive
structiures, Diserimination of all
kinds can be countered in community
based social structures in which
everyone has a role, in which the
artificial barvier between ‘the
employed and unemployed is cemoved,
and eyeryone's eregtive enexgies
are given ‘the fnllest possible

" oppontunity for expression.

Radieal ecology opposes all exploi-
tu.tmn., w}m‘g‘,pnr it be of womer, meni
' ¢hildren, mﬂmlw ps, aninals or the
enviromnent, he same natiral lays
govern the intervelationships
batiwaen people and betvween people
and the enviromment.
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DIRECT DEMOCRACY

Direct democracy encompsgses both
comiuni ty action and nonviolent
direct sction., It is the
expression of a desire to hawve
persenal respongibility for the
welfare of both planet and people.
Without personal responsibility

adl idess of a geminely

decentralised society become a
nonsense: such s change can only
be possible through the twin
motivations of sgll-determination
and qolfwrelw.nce. - Direct
democracy ret.ogmses that ‘bemporal
lew can deprive people of the right
te takesgontrol of their own lives.
Gandhi said: "I have disregarded
the order served upon me, not for
want of: respect for Lawfu)
authority, but in obedience to the
higher Yaw of our being, f&u; Law

{nv{’ r-on.,cu.ncc U

Direct democracy cen be contrasted

With electoral or indirect
democracy, Bleetoral democracy
means that decisions are tﬁl{en by
represeutatives '~ whether' MP‘-*. or
connei 1ars., hlﬂmugh they may be
mi‘lu@m.ed by letters, Lleaflets,

demonstrations, and. - ocousionally -

by electicns tlmmselves, such a
system necegsarily invelves some
abdication of personal responsibi-~

THE DUAL AFPFPROACH

This is npt to dismiss completely
the value of elec‘t.wn.-s, bk simply
o show the vital need for a Imal
Approach - a combination of

direct damoeracy amd electioneexring,
challenging the state from without
and within. At J)reﬂ.en‘h most Greens
chennel their energies through one

or other of the appwa.ches but wot

#hrough both, The movement will
only be united in tactics through
the recognition and practice of the
Duel Approach.

In the 60s this alternative / green
movement of ours begam to emerge,
In the 705 it took shape. In the
80s it can mature as the gingle
most powerful political force in
Britain., We shall bave to examine
this common philosophy and use it
to bresk down the political -
barriers that divide'us. As the
Spring Baguinox approaches, let us
concenbrate our emergies on a
period of renewed growth and
synthesis, breaking down the
ghettoes of our artificial
separation and working together to
build ihe green novement — ‘uniting °
the social dorces of fomimisn,
nonviolence, ecalogy, and direct
democracy.

Diversity and unity will be our
strength.
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