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NEW ALLIANCE

The meeting arranged to discuss the above will take
pPlace on Friday, 28th July at the Conway Hall, Red Lion
Square, London W.C.l. at 12.30. Iunch will be provided
for those who have signified their intention of CCing.
The meeting will start at 13.20 and end at 16.00. A
collection of £1.50 will be taken to pay for lunch (£1 )
and contribution to hire of hall (50p).

A draft document outlining the New Alliance ras been
sent to selected individuals representative of falrly
diverse backsrounds. The response has so far been almos:
uniformly enthusiastic.

It is therefore proposed to commence the meeting from
the standpoint that the idea should be pursued. From pre-
liminary conversations it seems that 1t may be poszible to
work with the existing Ecology Party and perhaps to form an
alliance with a wider base. The hope has been widely expressed
that the numerous groups and interests which exist within this
general sphere should at all events work together to ensure
that the strongest possible initiative results.

1t is evident that whilst supporting the concept whole-
heartedly, many recipients of the document have reservations
about one or more points - since it is not worth the risk c¢f
becoming bogged down on a single issue at this short meeting,
1t 1s proposed to redraft the document 1nmmediately afterwards
and take into account these suggestions and criticisms. The
redraft will then be circulated for final comments before going

50 that we use the limited time as elfectively as possible,
1t would be most helpful if you come to the meeting with your
contributions to the points below already written 5preferab1y
typed. ) for subsequent consideration. It should then be possible
to use the meeting itself to discuss cooperation and the formu-
lation of a programme. The meeting will be chaired by Maurice Ach

Polnts for consideration and written suggestion to be

. ©Suiltable name for the party.

. ~ Suggested alterations to content of draft document.

. Would you like to be involved in helping to set up the
project and would you consider standing as a candidate?

. Names of any individuals or organisations you think might
be approached for advice/organisational help/finance?

Gerard Morgan-Grenville

P.S. If you have not already done so, please confirm whether or
not you are coming.



T H B N B W ATLTLIANO CHELE

(provisional title)

A NEW POLITICAL PARTY

M

ITNTRODUCTILON

The British people are losing faith in Parliament. It does not seem
to have a ¢lear view of the direction 1in which it is taking us, and
i+s Members seem preoccupied with the trivial and the short-term
whilst the real issues of tThe age are ignored. Yet once agaln we
are being called upon to vote; but for whom? And to what end?
During recent years, we have seen the Labour Party steadily abandon
its socialist principles in favour of ad hoc compromises; tThe
Tiberals are virtually disappearing as a political force whilsT the
Conservatives are reiterating yev again their capitalist policies
which are fundamentally exploitive of people and resources. ALY
three parties cling to the notion that through endless industrial
expansion all other ills can De solved.

As social tensions increase, we have seen a crowing disrespect for
the law, a further reduction of public integrity, and the 1ntoler=
able degradation of our physical environment. Bureaucracy, on the
other hand, has become rampant - and as always, it is personal
freedom, public morale and the national pocket that has lost out.
Disenchantment and, frequently, disgust with present politics has
bred contempt rather than desire Ior reform. People have scant
respect for Government Ministers whose arguments are transparently
specious. Half-truths and lies have become the means ifor
camouflaging ineptitute and barrenness of mind+s We have ceased TO
expect moral leadership, nor do we look any more for inspiration
to find new ways forward. For the creat majority, apathy - and a
feeling of helplessness, 1s the rule of the day. This apathy 1s an
open invitation to the lorces of extremism which could only T0O
easily engulf this country i f we continue to ignore the, perils.
The National Front provides a warning.

In direct response to this danger, & broad new alliance has been
formed consisting of those whose convictions about the present

scene have suggested that current political policies and attitudes
are unlikely to avert thils danger. They come from all parties as
well as from the many environmental and regionalist movements from .
51l over Britain. The message of the Alliance is shared by millions
outside this country and is supported by some of the ables?t people
in the Western world. Although 1t 18 not classifiable in terms of
current political category, it regards the issues that separate
Right from LefT as largely irrelevant - for the real 1lssues are

far deeper and concern the very nature of our industrial world

and our centralised nation. Our present material wealth has been 0D-
tained at a concealed cost to the earth and to ourselves that

cannot be sustailned.

We sre now at the turning point. Either we pursue new policies
designed to tackle the roots of the problem - or we face breakdown
as pressures of population, food and energy shortage, unemployment,
social tension and pollution become TOO great for us TO CODE with.
And the guality known as human fulfilment (happiness derived from
personal growth and the resalisation of our poéotential as individual

human beings, will continue to De progressively frustrated.
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The new policies concern the rethinking of economics, the rejection
of 'giantism' and the creation of a system which is tailored to the
needs of people, rather than the reverse. They concern the relation-
ship between productivity, sutomation, employment and Jjob satis-
faction. And they concern the right of the individual to participate
in as many decisions which directly affect him, or her, as possible.
If we are to lay the foundations for a world which our children will
ind worth living in we have to consume less, pollute less, share
nore and conserve more. And we have to fight violence in all 1Ts
forms. We have to become more self-reliant as a country and we need
to face up to the reality of technologies which can harm us. We
need to stop mouthing platitudes about the finite nature of the
resources and capacities of the Earth and act as though 1t were
triue. We have to distinguish between the logical Ifuture - whach
is a development of the present - and the desired future, which 1S

+he world we want to create.

We do not seek an unrealisable utopia, but the realisation of tThe
new attitudes and values emerging in soclety, particularly amongsdv
the young. We have TO construct a stable society - that is, a
society which can operate indefinitely on the income rather than
the capital of the Earth. We have to change to these alternatives
before the old system collapses. Neither of the main political
parties is interested 1n, nor sympathetic to the creation of a

way of living which 1s infinitely sustainable. Thelr policlies

are governed by short-term expediency and this often implies the
use of measures which are cosmetic rather than prophylactic.
Increasingly as the urgency to embrace these 1deas becomes
politically necessary, we may expect still more 11D service to be
paid to them - but thelr realisation within the existing framework
of British politics is totally imposcilble.

BACKGROUND

We have become servants of the knowledge wilth which we have mastered
the world. Each special interest has 1Ts own way, ungoverned DY

the interests of the whole. Communitles are sacrificed to technical
demands, not only of industry and business, but also of education,
of health and of transport. The places where we work are separated
from where we live, and where we live 18 without priovision for a
full life. The things we make and sell are mostly without meaning
for those who make and use them and, just as work lacks meaning, SO
mostly does the leisure we purchase with it. The environment lies
between and at the mercy of each of our special interests, impinged
upon by them all, but with none of them accountable to it. Our

knowledge of anything is only of its parts: the fact that tThose

B2
parts only have significance because of the whole they comprilse

is too often ignored, denied or not even realised. Yet it is only
the whole that matters.

The kind of organisation we must create are such as will themselves
covern our technology, SO +that we use kndwledge more appropriately
again. Our schools and hospitals must once more become human 1n
scale, taking their cues from the communities for which they exist.
The meaning of any proposal TO each person must become Our grounds
of its judgement. This, then, provides another basils of politics,
to which the present ideological politics are irrelevant. .These
ideological politics struggle over the division of wealth, even as
the units in which that wealth 1s measured are losing, not only
their nominal value, but their very meanlng. The pursuit of GNP 1s
becoming an absurdity in proportion to the natural limite to growth.
The only wealth is life. 10 ig life itself we must rediscover.
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.~ OUR BELIEFGS

In the realisation of all our aims, we favour a gradual and
consistent approach. We believe that the implementation of
'radical” policies, however necessary, 1is potentially dangerous.
Time must be allowed for a changing of attitudes and the carrying
out of experiments. Therefore, the sooner we act the safer the
transition will be.

1. Decenbtralisation

We believe that for Man to be free, he must be a member of a
cohesive community. Industrialisation has destroyed this key social
eroup. The State has usurped its function, and left people 1isolated,
alienated and dependent on the impersonal services of distant
bureaucrats and large scale commercial enterprises. FPeople no
longer have the power to influence the decisions that affect their
lives. Small wonder then that they do not feel responsible for
their actions or that they fail to recognise that, as citizens,
their rights are complemented by duties. We believe that this
process should be reversed: that government should work on the
principle that every decision must be taken and implemented at tThe
lowest possible level. Nothing should be done at the national

level that can be done at the regional, county or community level.
And nothing should be done by the community that can be done by the
family. Only in this way can we regain our lost sense ol
responsibility and fulfilment; only in this way can decisions be
taken and implemented by those who will really be affected Dby themn.

2. Agriculture

We believe that air, water and land are the nation's most precilous
resources, and that steps must be taken immediately to protect Them
from destructive modern agriculture, which is only concerned wlth
maximising short-term yields.. Britain has To import half 1ts food
bt the future availability of supplies is by no means assured. In
spite of the Green Revolution, world food production has not kept
pace with population growth, and there 1s .

little hope of increasing

food production, either intensively or extensively: If Britain 1s
not to go hungry we must move towards self-rellance in food supplies.
With only 15 million acres of arable land and about the same amount
of pastureland available to us, we cannot allow any more of 1t to

be swallowed up by motorways and urban sprawl. Lf present trends
continue the last acre of agricultural land in this country will
have gone by the year 2157. We do not believe that vast acreages ol
land, owned by one person or, worse still, a faceless company, 1S

the wisest way to look after the land. We prefer a system based

on smaller units worked by people who care for that land - either

ﬁ

FNEY iy |

{ L -y
N -

by direct or collective ownership. Values oI very large individ
land holdings must be progressively reduced and investment in land
for any purpose prohibited. Such measureés will reduce land values
and enable many to be employed, or self-employed, on the land which
is currently prohibitively expensive for farming purposes. Larnd

must be sold only to individuals who will live on that land. A

major programme of research 1nto biological control as a substitute
for chemical pesticides must be launched immediately, and incentives
siven to farmers who opt for a non-chemical regime. We do not share
the enthusiasm of the agricultural-chemical concerns for a land whose
vield is dependent on increasing amounts of chemicals. As energy
costs rise, and non-renewable Tesources become scarcer, modern
agriculture will become prohibitively expensive and vulnerable To

the fluctuations of the market.

-~

We do not believe that it should be the object of agricultural policy
to maximise what we call productivity; i.e., productivity per unit
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of labour. We consider 1t morally unaccepbable to Keep animals in
wntensive battery conditions. Meat 1s a highly inefficient way of ~
feeding people ond sone premium needs to be placed on 1TS production.
We believe that conditions must be made favourable for more people

to return to the land and that small, labour intensive farms which
can build up soil fertility by natural sustainable methods, should be
encouraged 1in every way possible. The new cornerstone IoT Britalin
mst be a secure, dlverse and ecologically sound agriculture.

%, Tinance and Industry

Britain is well placed TO 1ead the transition TO a 'postwindustrial'
society. 1t was the first fully sndustrialised country and seems

el

to be the first To gO into industrial decline. There are those

who advocate that we should become & super-industrial socliety,
dominated by science and technology. This would mean civing priority
to growth at any cost and regardlese of human consequences,

i.e., immediate jevelopment of the FPast Breeder reactor, sautomation,
hehavioural psychology, Space colonisation and even cenetlc
engineering. The goal 1s super crowth: 118 purposc is unclear.

1ts conseqguences are 511 too clear. Everything, including human
endurance, would be pw shed tO the limits. ©Since 1T could not be
permanently sustained, collapse‘wnﬂd'ultimately occur but prioT

+to this occurence 1T sould create a small technocratic elite and

a2 majority ot second class ciltizens, permanently divided. The same
divisions would follow between such superindustrialised countries

and the Third World. We reject this choice utterly.

-

Our purpose is to use our industrial abilities TO create a soclety
:in which pride of pilace is given tO people. This presupposes &
caring society 1n which there 1s scope for self-development and
personal crowth which are essential for human happlness. Within the
industrial scene this sndicates an emphasis on the Small in place

of the Big, on the production of socially useful goods with which
individual workers caln identify, on long lasting products which reflec

+he economic use of resources and the individual skills of producers,

on experiment with collective ownershlp SO &5 to find a better
balance betweel entrepreneurial incentive, the use ol profits, and
the we/they attitude of conventional employment. We need TO
recognise that those who give thelr 1ives to a project should have

5 greater say 1n its day to day progres: and also stand tO benefit
from the ultimate proceeds of their work. This presupposSes not only
a financial involvement but the acceptance of total mutual
responsibility for the enterprise. Financial encouragement must be
civen to any enterprise willing to set up agreed participative
cchemes on these lines. (We consider the proposed worker-director

schemes to be principally cosmetic. )

Tndustry must be encouraged TO provide for easential needs 11 W€

are to become mMOTeE celf-sufficient as a nation. We have become too
dependent on products which will becomue increasingly'uncompetetive
in the world-marked and many of which are, in any case, based oOn
non-renewable resources. Some protection must be given TO the home
production of essential goods but, this saild, WE subscribe to tne
ceneral principal of free-trade. Indications are that a reduction
in import/export levels should favour the employment balance as well
a8 helping TO promote a more stable economy. 1T should also help tO
reduce the environmental strain implicit 1in the bulk movefnent of

coods transnationally.

Regional viability needs also to be encouraged. It may well be

desirable for the community to be financially involvead in its own
enterprises via the 1ocal raising of finance (see under Tax tion .

We are not entirely sympathetic O the somewhat parasitical nature
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~f the Stock Exchange nor TO the centralised nature of financial
institutions. We belleve, too, that we should Dbe concerned not Just
with the quantity of Jobs but also their quality. Work in automated
factories is often tedious. Mostly it is only 1in amall industries
that craftsmanship and pride 1n ane's work can flourish and where
pebple can be treated as if they really attered. So too, must we
~im feor healthy Jjobs. The present death and disability rate from
occupational diseases ie already intolerable and there are indilca-
tions that the figures .will sccelerate as the cumulative effects

become apparent.

Apbuse of business benefits 1s widespread.' Expense account purchases,

entertainment and theft of compaly property are but examples of
'fiddling' - a practlice now endemic at all levels of business and

industry. Although they are symptomatic ol a sick society, this 1s
an area which needs, and can casily be given, far stricter control

if the honést are not to be permanently penalised and 11 immorallty
is not to be permanently subsidised.

1t is not our intention tTO upset the :ndustrial applecart by the
sudden application oI new principals DuUT rather to introduce new
emphases and incentives TO enable industry to find tor itself the
forms which are best able ToO provide the kind of economics and tThe

kind of working situation for which we are alming.

4. Employment

We do not believe thatv current solutions to the unemp loyment®
problem will work. In the end, automation can only deprive people
~f jobs and with the increasing capital-intensiveness of industry,
fewer and fewer JobSs are provided for each achine installed.

Unemployment in the industrial countries will shortly begin To soar
as the effect of the next ceneration oi sutomation begins to take
hold. The German industrial giant, Sliemens, suggests that within
12 years 40% of office work could be carried out by computerised
equipment - 'TwO million unemployed' in this sector alone 18 NOW
being discussed by German trade unions. The French Finance Ministry
are considering predictions that within 10 years sutomation will
make redundant 30% of the employees in the banking and 1nsurance
industries, with the large labour employers, such as the automoblle
industry, not far beind. The problem 1S compounded by the rise 1n
+the gsize of the labour force. Under these conditions the rate of

economic growth required TO achieve full employment 1S unprecedented,
at present possibly moTe than %. To achieve that rate on a regular

basis in today's economlc conditions is nigh on impossible. To
provide Jjobs for everyone we must reverse current trends and move
towards a decentralised economy based on small work units. Work
sharing and a sharp reduction in the working week needs immediate
investigation. Premia on the employment of TwO people for one Job
must be offset by a reduction in company taxation. We must move

from guaranteed dole to guaranteed work-place.

But apart from work—-sharing, new ldeas are needed to create new
jobs. Reduction in overtime, increased holidays, sabbaticals and
- earlier retirement could all play a part. Encouragement given TO

the starting of new small enterprises an . ] y
employed on the land, together with schemes for energy conservation

and small-scale renewable energy technologies would all help to
reduce unemployment. The lLucas shop stewards' proposal to produce

socially useful products (with their speciallsT equipment and skills)

os an alternative to redundancy needs encouragement. People wanting

+o do voluntary work should be entitled to unemployment benefits sO
that such people do notv compete for scarce paid jobs. Slnce, in

point of fact, a large percentage of the unemployed are doing part-
time or even full time work 'on the fiddle' it presents the concepT
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~of a standard 'social wage' - a basic right which could be
supplemented by paid jobs. If this were possible, as 1t might prove
to be, it would transform not only the unemployment scene but family
and community life also. |

5. Energy

It is beyond doubt that nuclear technology 1s exceedlngly dangerous
both on its own account and because of the dangers of the prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons and must be phased out as soon as possible.

We believe that the present government has been as putty in the
hands of the nuclear lobby. The latter have played down the tech-
nical and economic disasters of the nuclear programme 1n a manner
which we consider to be little short of criminal. We have no reason
to think that Conservative policy will be any different. No govern-
ment should conceal the facts of the nuclear programme from the public.

In any case, we calculate that nuclear power, even in the best
conditions, can never furnish more than 10% of the energy requlirements
of an expanding world economy by the end of the century, and probably
the percentage is likely to be lower still. It 1is no colncidence

that construction of nuclear power stations is constantly being
cancelled in the U.S., and elsewhere, due to public opposition, the
many unsolved technological problems encountered, the economic

losses they incur and the massive and growing cost of building them.

Nor do we believe that it will be possible, either by adopting a hard
or soft energy path, to furnish the incredible amount of cheap energy
required :to power the proposed expansion of industrial society 1n

the coming decades.

We believe that, through energy conservation and improved effic-
iencies, acceptable liféstyles can be maintained without a growth
in useful energy consumption. We further believe that this
stabilised energy requirement could be met by a combination of coal
and renewable energy sources for a long time, without serious
detriment to the environment. In order to pursue such a strategy,
we have to act quickly to encourage the rapid introduction of energy
conservation measures and proved systems for the collection of
renewable energy, and to channel a much larger proportion of the
natianal energy research and development budget 1into work related
to the use of 1ncome energy.

The adoption of the alternative energy strategy described would be
one of the first steps in the inevitable, long-term adaptation to
living in balance with 1ncome energy sources. It 1s obvious,
however, that, as with any transition, time 1s of tThe essence. 1t
mist therefore be seen as representing the ultimate irresponsibility
and folly to burn up needlessly the ome-for-all bonanza of North tea
0il. This oil must be made to last: a thousand remedies exist -
slowing down extraction rates, taxation”increase on large cars, speed
limits, maximum temperatures on space heating in shops, offices and
public buildings, etc.

6. Consumerism

Once basic material requirements have been provided, human needs are
distorted by continual emphasis on material consumption. If Society
were operating sensibly, the more goods we obtained, the less we
would need. Apart from its direct effectT on congsumerism, advert-
ising has a profound effect on values of all kinds. Human values

should be less dependent on the forces of manipulation and advert-
ising should be changed to an information process rather than a

-

persuasion process. Packaging of goods should be reduced TO a




minimum by taxation on printed packaging and display materials.
There should be tax incentives for firms making long-1ife products.
More consumer education is needed.

L. Pollution

The fact that we live in a contaminated environment is because of

Tthe effects of teehno]oglcal devices on whose use we have come to

.-

depend. Industry 1s releasing perhaps as much as 3 million chemical
compounds 1nto our environment and the longterm effects of these are
largely unknown. What is knowm is that between them they are probably
responsible for a high percentage of deaths by cancer -~ a disease
that 1s largely unknown among primitive people llVlng 1in their natural
environment. Nor must we forget that one person in four now dies of
cancer - and that rate 1s increasing every year. Significantly only
about one in a thousand of all these substances, (including those
used 1in pharmaceutlcal preparations, those that are used as
additivies in our processed foods, those that are sprayed over our
crops) have been tested for their carcinogenic propertles. Of those
tested, one 1n three have been shown to cause cancer in certain
anlmals - yet very few indeed have been banned. Political and
1industrial pressures are Too strong - environmental illnesses are

but one of the prices we exaef from ourselves in our commitment to
GN ?o 5
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Ihe principle of 'polluter must pay' seems sound. We are also aware
that our industrial activities are now on a scale at which they are
beginning to affect global weather patterns through the dust, heat
and carbon-dlioxide they generate. Increasingly, eminent cllmato~
logists are coming to the conclusion that cllma+1c catastrophe 18

possible unless the pollutive effect of industrial activity is
radically reduced.

8. Defence

We acknowledge that Defence policy is the subgect of many genuinely
held but confiletlnv views. Since it is, in moral and financial
terms (£500 mllllon per day, globally) 1f not i1n practical applica-
tion, of the highest importance, we propose that the arguments are
publlcised We are, however, unpersuaded by the present arrangements
in bupport of our defence pollcy which seems out of character w1fh
Britain's situation in the world and which appear to be closely
allied to some alien concept of internal security. We prefer to
see a regular cadre of trained personnel and the introduction of
National Community Service or 'Home Guard', not just to absorb the
YOUng, unemployed bu® so that the responsibility for defending our
country and.seeing to the needs of security, civil defence and
special projects to help people and to conserve the environment,

may be more widely shared and thus a more concerned and respon81ble
cltizenry created. We also consider that in most of the permanent
barracks, units should be required to prov1de the bulk of their
food by thelr own efforts. s

9. IEducation

We are concerned by the large number of children who fail to learn
at school and the lack of direction and moral guidance of our mass
educational system. The human scale must therefore be restored,

to secondary education in particular. Village primary schools must
also be kept. ©Schools must be restored to local control and parental
influence. The size and character of schools must be determined, not
by the spread of subgeete into which knowledge 1s supposedly lelded
but by the communities in which they lie. Teachers must, if

necessary, be moved to the schools, not the children to the Teachers.
Christianity must again be taught in all schools.

\
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~ Theoretical  teaching must give way
~the community itself must
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10. Health
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12. Transport
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14. Women and Children ‘

There must be equality before the law between men and women, with

equal rights and opportunities and parity of esteem. Insofar as

. The full implementation of this may necessitate modifications in
Tradiltional domestic roles, we believe that these adjustments can

b€ more harmoniously accommodated in a stabler and less fiercely
acquisitive soclety.

There 1is urgent need for a Children's Charter aimed at securing
that 1n any given situation their interests and welfare are accorded
no less weight than the interests and welfare of adults. An attempt
to define the civil rights of children would help to strailghten out
some of the anomalies in the present system.

1o. The Planning System

ocvaneentionrs neocsess: ree

The planning system must be changed, such that it ceases to be the
strongest negative influence on our lives. Instead of merely
reacting to developers, particularly on the fringes of built-up
areas, planning must be able positively to create communities in
our cities, towns and villages. We call into question planning
regulations which zone land for residential, or industrial, or
agricultural use only. These rigid divisions stop the crowth of
natural mixed communities of houses, shops, pubs, small factories,
smallholdings, schools, hospitals, playgrounds, DIY initiatives
and so on. This approach should be extended to cities: we need
a new generation of social entrepreneurs to undertake a multitude
of diverse schemes in every urban area.

6. Population and Overseas Aid

The earth can sustain, at tole'rable standards of living, only a
maximum number of people. The lot of most people will decline as
world population increases. This growth must be stabilised if
mass starvation, suffering, and war are to be avoided. Britain
must be less parsimonious in allocating funds for selfhelp

programmes in family planning, agriculture and the establishment
of 1ntermediate technologies in third world countries.

17. Taxation

Taxation in most of its aspects is too high. Since government
spending 1is also too hipgh, there is considerable room both for tax
cuts and the reallocation of funds for other purposes. People
should be taxed more on what they spend and less on what they
sarn, although earning differentials must be effectively limited.
They should, however, be encouraged to spend more of their own

money on public benefits and to this end the law on charities and
trusts should be recast. We propose a systen whereby set percentages
of Taxable income are paid: 1) to the community; 2) to the

regional authority; %) to the national authority, and, 4) to the
taxpayer's choice of welfare (home and overseas), cultural or

artistic projects, a schedule of which would be published each
tax year.

- 18. Open Government

A reduction in the size of our bureaucracy and the decentralisation
of government will both militate toward a more open government. But
1t 1s not enough. The Official Secrets Act must be greatly reduced
in scope. The use of devices to control, monitor or collect
information on private citizens must be subjected to far better
safeguards and their use heavily restricted. Public inquiries

ol the type represented by Windscale are totally inexcusable.
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Good democratic government requlres surprisingly few whitewashing -
operations, closed doors or secret filles.

:19. ‘Eleotoral Reform

We favour the arguments for proportional representation, and also
conaider that referenda on iggues of public concern may be workable

and desirable. 1T mist be made possible Ior minority opinion TO
be glven more welght

We do not consider 1T in the country's best interests To encourage
5 system whereby, O crucial debates, members of the House are
directed how to vote, sometimes against thelr own consclences.

3.5 find it desirable TO entrust the responsibility
for appralsing long-term interests of the country To a group of
people who, :n order to stay in power, call only respond TO short-
term expediencies. We need a government that i1s capable of
formulating and implementing a long-Term, carefully orchestrated
programme Of action. There 1s & need to experiment with new forms

of representation.
************

CONCLUSION

THE NEW ALLIANCE looks beyond the infighting of today to the
problems of TOWMOTrTOW. 1t is not a party itor doomwatchers and
~lasgs-warfarers. 1t 185 a party of hope and action; of optimlsm
that welcomes the challenge of meeting our problems head-on and
deplores the pessimism of those

who believe that man's survival
depends on propping up our waning industrial state.

Those of us who are promoting this alliance are not profescional
politiclans: few, if any, seek office in the system tThey wish TO
help create. They &€, however, individuals from divers backgrounds
who collectively can claim wider practical experience an

intellectual range than the present custodlan
likely successOIrS. Although the Alliance is g National Party the

policies pub forward are generally consistant with those advocated
by our friends in Western Europe and already endorsed Dy masslve

sections of the Continental population.

Even if we cannot clalm political experience, we call claim clilean
hands, commonsSense ond imagination: We do not pretend to know all
the answers: these must be evolved with cautlon, courage and
wisdom. But at least we recognise the problem and therefore have

perhaps a better chance of finding the answer
not yet identified the problem.

The presence oI even & few Members consistently directing theilr

attention to the wider ond long-term effects of their activities
' 1T mbers and

would wield aan influence out of proporv:
make an immediate 1mMpacTt sy
debate.

Neither do we believe +that our predicament can be cured by a

simplistic solution imposed from sbove. An alternative society,

if it i1is to emerge, may well take the form 1in the first instance

of small groups of people seeking by their owh positive efforts UO
solve immediate local problems. The aim of the Alliance, as the
s ‘ o movement, is to work for legislative and
asdministrative fpamework that would facilitate the development of
cuch initiatives rather than inhibiting them.
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We see no reason why these aims should not be realised without
our being able to retain most of the useful and enjoyable
features of contemporary life. Their character may alter
substantially, but it is not envisaged that a stable economic

and soclal system implies a return to Stone Age dlscomfort

BIlualn is well placed to lead the transition to a new 5001ety.
't has a long tradition of dissent, non—conformlty, peaceful
evolution and voluntary action Wthh is favourable to social

experiment and change.

- Britain may play a pioneer role in this transition.

IT IS THE AIM OF THE NEW ALLIANCE TO CONTEST ALL CONSTITUENCILES
IN THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS TO BE HELD IN THE U.K. IN JUNE, 1979.

Preparatory work is now 1n hand.



